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Model United Nations Assembly

RULES OF DEBATE

PRINCIPLES

The Model United Nations Assembly aims to involve secondary students in a hands-on experience of a UN-style conference, with the aim of increasing international understanding and goodwill, which is one of the objects of Rotary. The format is modelled on a session of the main deliberative organ of the United Nations, the General Assembly. However, the need to provide a satisfying experience for participants within the time available demands significant simplification and adaptation of the procedures and scope of the General Assembly. The principles that are applied in making the necessary adaptations are:
1. That the Assembly should address only a limited number of the charter functions of

the General Assembly:

· to consider and make recommendations on the principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace and security, including the principles

· governing disarmament and arms regulation;

· to discuss any question relating to international peace and security and to

· make recommendations on it;
· to initiate studies and make recommendations to promote international political cooperation, the development and codification of international law,

· the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and international collaboration in economic, social, cultural, educational and health fields;

· to make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of any situation,

· regardless of origin, which might impair friendly relations among nations.

Topics and scope of debate will be limited accordingly.
2. That all delegates to the Assembly should faithfully represent the views of their

chosen country, rather than their own opinions;

3. That the rules of debate should, to the extent possible, ensure the maximum number of delegates participate in the debate;

4. That, in the interests of ensuring the maximum possible time for substantive debate,

opportunities to influence the debate by procedural motions should be strictly limited.

Nevertheless, recognising their real life effect on substantive results of debate, and

their potential to increase the interest of the debate for participants, some procedural

motions will be permitted.

5. That, in an attempt to simulate the importance of real world alliances, the rules of

procedure should specifically promote the active involvement of blocs in the business

of the Assembly.

PRELIMINARY

Once selected for MUNA, teams need to study carefully the history, politics, customs, geography and achievements of their allocated country. 

Teams may consist of a maximum of three members. For each session, two members of the team will act as delegates, speaking and voting on resolutions, and one member acts as a counsellor. The counsellor’s role is to assist in research and preparation for the Assembly, and to help speakers in their impromptu debating techniques.
MOTIONS

Delegates must propose all motions and direct all questions, statements and comments through the Chair. 

Motions must be MOVED and SECONDED before being debated. If it is not seconded, a motion lapses. 

The MOVER of the motion may (and usually does) speak in support of the motion after it has been formally moved and seconded. 

The SECONDER, after formally seconding a motion, may speak immediately after the mover or may reserve the right to speak later in the debate; however, the seconder forfeits this right if a vote is called for before she/he has had a chance to speak. 

Each delegate may speak ONCE ONLY in favour of or against the motion, WITHIN THE TIME allowed. 

At the conclusion of the debate and before the motion is put to the vote, the MOVER of the motion has the RIGHT OF REPLY. Neither the seconder of the motion nor the mover of an amendment even when the amendment has been carried - has the right of reply. 

AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to Resolutions will not be accepted by the Chair. 
A RESOLUTION 

When a motion is CARRIED it is recorded as a RESOLUTION of the Assembly. 

WITHDRAWING A MOTION 

The mover of a motion, with the consent of his seconder, may seek permission to WITHDRAW THE MOTION. Permission to withdraw is granted by resolution of the Assembly; however, a motion may NOT be withdrawn if an amendment has been moved and seconded until the amendment has been debated and voted upon. 

To save the time of the Assembly, a mover of a motion may, with the consent of his seconder, seek permission to WITHDRAW his motion IN FAVOUR OF THE AMENDMENT under consideration. (In this event, if permission is granted, the original motion is nullified and the mover of the amendment, which has become the motion, is the mover who has the right of reply.) 

TERMINATING THE DEBATE 

After delegates have spoken for and against the motion, the Chair shall indicate the intention to put the motion. At this time, the mover may exercise or waive the right of reply. The Chair shall allow no further debate after the mover has replied. 

Any delegate, at any time during the debate, may move THAT THE MOTION BE NOW PUT. This motion is NOT DEBATABLE and must be put immediately. If the motion "that the motion be now put" is carried, then the motion under discussion also must be put without further debate, provided that the mover may still exercise his right of reply. 

POINTS OF ORDER 

A POINT OF ORDER should be raised ONLY to direct the attention of the Chair to a procedural error, a departure from the rules or a motion or an amendment that, if carried, would be unconstitutional or unlawful. 

When a delegate raises a point of order (by standing or raising a hand and saying: "Point of Order, Mr. Chairman!") the Chair shall halt proceedings and ask the delegate to state the point of order. 

After the delegate has stated the reason or reasons for raising the point of order, the Chair shall give a ruling, either upholding or disallowing the point of order. The debate will then continue. 

A point of order will NOT be accepted if it is raised to refute a statement made in debate. A point of order MAY be raised, for example, to remind the Chair that a delegate who is speaking has spoken earlier in the debate, or that a speaker's time has expired, or that the material being introduced by the speaker is not relevant to the debate, or that the Chair has neglected to apply any rule of debate or procedure. 

MOTION OF DISSENT 

If a delegate disagrees with the ruling on a point of order, a MOTION OF DISSENT maybe offered as follows: "With respect, I move dissent from the chairman's ruling." 

If the motion is seconded, the chairman must vacate the Chair, which will be occupied by a deputy or vice chairman. 

Addressing the deputy, the chairman shall state the reason for the ruling, quoting the relevant rules or constitutional provisions on which the ruling was based. WITHOUT DEBATE, the following motion is then put, "That the chairman's ruling be upheld." 

After the vote, the chairman shall resume the Chair and the debate shall continue, with any variation in procedure dictated by the decision of the Assembly in the vote. 

LEAVE TO MAKE A STATEMENT 

A delegate who has spoken once in a debate may, under certain circumstances seek LEAVE TO MAKE A STATEMENT, to provide an explanation or clarify a misunderstood or misinterpreted point. 

Leave to make a statement may be granted ONLY by resolution of the Assembly. A motion that leave be granted, if seconded, is put WITHOUT DEBATE. 

If leave is granted, the statement must be confined to the provision of factual information only. The delegate may NOT use this device as an opportunity to introduce further argument into the debate. 

RESCINDING A RESOLUTION 

After the lapse of time specified in the constitution or rules, a MOTION TO RESCIND a resolution may be offered. If carried, such a motion nullifies the original resolution. 

In this Assembly, a motion of rescission will be accepted ONLY with the consent of the Assembly by a two thirds majority. 

(In most organisations a rescission motion is not accepted until after a certain time has elapsed or unless a notice of motion has been given in advance of the meeting.) 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

If it becomes necessary or desirable to depart temporarily from the prepared agenda to deal with an extraneous matter, STANDING ORDERS may be SUSPENDED by resolution. 

Usually the chairman asks for a motion for the suspension of Standing Orders (stating the reason: e.g., to welcome a new delegate; to introduce a distinguished guest; to deal with an emergency), which, if offered and seconded, is put without debate. 

After the extraneous matter has been dealt with, the Assembly, again by resolution, resumes Standing Orders. 

CASTING VOTE 

The Chairman of this Assembly has no deliberative vote. In the event that an equal number of votes on any motion is cast in the negative as in the affirmative, the Chairman shall cast a vote so as to preserve the status quo. 

