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Today:
  
Bill Sides. Adventures in Tassie in our oldest and most feeble cars  
Chairman   
Warren Fricke

Desk
John Goldspink

Visitors  Tony Hilliard
Next week:
TBA
Chairman: 
John Goldspink 
Desk: Tony Hilliard

Visitors: Tom Portelli
Last week 
Visitors:  
Mary Goldspink, guest of John Goldspink


Maria Ellinger, Guest of Michael Ellinger

Apologies
Bob Minter

Thelma Spice (Leslie Zuccaro’s mum) addressed us last week on the remnant of the old Cheltenham heath country in sandy soils. She has lived in Clayton since 1954 and gained a deep appreciation in the flora and fauna of the area, now largely gone but for that at the Grange between Clayton Road and Westall Road. The heath used to extend from Port Melbourne to Frankston, only the Grange is left. There is 6.6 hectares there with about 250 species of plant from gum trees to orchids and Thelma had many photos particularly of the beautiful wild orchids. It was to be developed The area was badly burnt in 1991 and that sprang many of the dormant seeds of native plants but some areas were devastated and are being reseeded using seeds collected elsewhere on the Grange. A Fence has been erected around the area now that keeps vermin out and quite a few native birds exist there as a result. The fence was built with grants from the Centenary of Federation council and Pioneer sands. A pamphlet, book and CD on the area have been produced, a bluestone shelter and regular tours and working bees on the 2nd Saturday of each month and a web site operates.  

Animals in the area include spiders, cicadas, beetles, possums both bushy and ringtail and native birds and lizards but there is no water on the site. Crows, Ibis and Mynah birds are a problem. There is a picnic area which is well used and we may hold a function there before long. An indigenous nursery is adjacent at 587 Heatherton Road which provides the Grange and local people with plants and is open on Sunday and Wednesday mornings.  Look at www.labyrinth.net.au/~drm/GLink
DATES:


Feb 18th 
Board meeting at Tom’s office 


Feb 23rd
99th Anniversary of Rotary International


March 6-8th 
Hobart Conference (It is not too late to register)

March 26-28 Rypen Seminar


May 1-2
MUNA

Birthdays etc 
Nil
Teddy Bear

Our Rotary Teddy Bear’s clothing is taking shape thanks to the Rotary Club of Ampang Malaysia whom we have an association with. Look forward to seeing this International bear.
The words of Paul Harris

"An Objective Led Me On" 

"Frequently have the words been heard:  "You little thought that Rotary would become the world-wide power for good that it is today. 
You  builded better than you knew." Very true, my friend, and yet while in the very beginning the road was not all clear all the way ahead there was an objective which led me on.
" Page VII from Forward to "My Road to Rotary" by Paul P. Harris 1947, published in 1948

Today we call this "Goal Setting". The goal does not have to be totally clear and defined.  But an idea or a vision that can be worked on, developed and moulded into something.  That something may not be quite what we thought of at the outset but will certainly be something that satisfies the "need to create something" that we had at the beginning.

The desire and passion that set PH on his way to form Rotary came from an original thought/idea.  The same thought/idea drove the development of Rotary into what it is today, the "Goal" that Paul 
Harris had set.  Not then specified, probably nothing like he thought it would be.  But then again everything and more than he thought it would be.  Everything and more that he, or we could imagine.  Peter Komander, RC of  Five Dock, Sydney Australia. Treasurer, District 9750.
Web Page
 Michael Ellinger regularly updates our web page and amongst other tings, past bulletins may be found archived there. Follow attached link to view the updated Rotary Club of Clayton Web page.
http://www.rotarnet.com.au/users/9/98110/index.htm
Bike Ride

On a personal note, I shall be participating in the District’s “Ride for Research $$$” again this year.  So it’s important to submit articles for publication no later than 20th for inclusion in the March edition (for sure this time ).  

Further on the ride project…

We are in desperate need of drivers to support the riders.  

Including myself!  

Please ask members &/or friends 

if they could drive a support vehicle Saturday 28th Feb – 6th March.

Please call or email me!

Rob Verity DGNews Editor

17 Pach Road

Wantirna 3152

Ph: (03) 9800 4333 

Fax (03) 9800 4066
 Mob: 0418 337 365

Email: dgnews@d9810.rotary.org.au
Community Service.

At the last board meeting it was decided that the Club would offer some support to a local family who are struggling to make ends meet.  The request came through the Child and Family Care Network who explained that the large family of 2 parents and 6 children were struggling to make ends meet and that there was a particular need for some support of the eldest daughter who has scoliosis and wears othotics and a back brace.  As a result she has been bullied and teased at school.  Our donation will help the family by some better quality clothes to help improve the appearance of medical aids and hopefully help improve the daughter's quality of life.  Hopefully a guest speaker can be arranged from the Child and Family Care Network in the near future.

Literacy Project.

This project has been mentioned before in the bulletin but until now has not received much support due to all the competing demands of Never Too Old, our own family Christmas celebrations and Golf Day.  So just to remind everyone again, I have copied this paragraph from the district web page.

Families Books for Literacy

All Rotary families are encouraged to donate one book suitable for a child between 5 and 12 years of age.  These books will then be donated to libraries within our own District.  The project will culminate in March 2004 with a day of labeling and packing these books.  Our aim to see 1000 books donated through this program. Books for primary school aged children range in price from around $10 - $20. 

  If you would like some ideas of titles and authors I have a list of suitable books as recommended by Education Victoria.

Kelly Allen
Kelly has changed jobs and her e-mail address is now kellymallen@hotmail.com

Graeme Woolacott’s Mo.

My friends in Rotary,

What had started as a bit of a challenge has turned into a monumental challenge and Jill is not amused.

Having met with the District ARHRF Committee last week it is patently obvious that no one has a clue as to who has agreed to the challenge and I said that I would send out an email as I have the most to loose.

Just a reminder to the challenge and the challenge is to the Rotary Clubs of the District not me that each Club or individual from each Club agree to donate $200 to the ARHRF and I shall have the moustache removed at the District Conference. 

Simple.

Individuals can have a receipt and gain a tax deduction.

Can you please notify me by email of your involvement and mail the funds to me, made out to the ARHRF and mailed C/O  P.O. Box 1609 Clayton 3168

If all the Clubs or representatives of all the Clubs take part, then it will come off, if not it shan’t and therein lies the challenge to the District.

Yours in Rotary and friendship,  Graeme Woolacott

Malaria Research
Greetings to Presidents

I trust you are all enjoying your year so far.

On February 23 The Rotary club of Glen Waverley has as our guest speaker Professor Brown who a leader in the field of Malaria Research, as Rotary is looking at a programme to combat Malaria, and it is the 99th Anniversary of Rotary International I invite you to join us on that night.

It will be a partners night 6.30 for 7.00 PM.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Rob McPherson

Fun Puns

Two boll weevils grew up in South Carolina. One went to Hollywood and became a famous actor. The other stayed behind in the cotton fields and never amounted to much. The second one, naturally, became known as the lesser of two weevils

A three legged dog walks into a saloon in the Old West. He slides up to the bar and announces: "I'm looking for the man who shot my paw." 

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft it sank, proving once again that you can't have your kayak and heat it, too

A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing their recent tournament victories. After about an hour, the manager came out of the office and asked them to disperse. "But why?" they asked, as they moved off. "Because," he said, "I can't stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer."

A woman has twins, and gives them up for adoption. One of them goes to a family in Egypt and is named "Amal." The other goes to a family in Spain; they name him "Juan." Years later Juan sends a picture of himself to his birth mother. Upon receiving the picture, she tells her husband that she wishes she also had a picture of Amal. Her husband responds, "They're twins! If you've seen Juan, you've seen Amal."

Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? He wanted to transcend dental medication.

These friars were behind on their belfry payments, so they opened up a small florist shop to raise funds. Since everyone liked to buy flowers from the men of God, a rival florist across town thought the competition was unfair. He asked the good fathers to close down, but they would not. He went back and begged the friars to close. They ignored him. So, the rival florist hired Hugh MacTaggart, the roughest and most vicious thug in town to "persuade" them to close. Hugh beat up the friars and trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close up shop. Terrified, they did so, thereby proving that: Hugh, and only Hugh, can prevent florist friars. 

And finally, there was a man who sent 10 different puns to friends, in the hope that at least one of the puns would make them laugh. Unfortunately, no pun in ten did.
POLIO PLUS GOES ON
34,700 Rotarians in every district raised nearly S$111.5 million for the polio eradication

fundraising campaign.
Inspiration often visits when you least expect it. For Rotarian John Wheeler, it arrived last March in the form of a photograph, published in The Rotarian, of six young Ethiopian boys displaying their tinted pinkie fingers with curiosity and resolve. An article in the special section, "March on Polio," explained that after a child receives a dose of oral polio vaccine during a National Immunization Day, or NID, a finger or thumb is dabbed with colored dye to indicate the youngster has been immunized.

Wheeler, a member of the Rotary Club of Lake City, Fla., USA, recalled how American children love to have their faces and hands painted at street fairs and block parties. Two months later, he and his club launched the Purple Pinkie Project to raise money for the polio eradication fundraising campaign (PEFC). For a donation of $0.60 — the cost of vaccine needed to immunize one child against polio — students from all schools in Columbia County, Fla., could have a finger painted with gentian-violet ink, a biological stain used in fingerprinting and throughout Africa during NIDs. “I thought the purple pinkie would be a powerful and personal symbol of one child saved from polio,"

Wheeler says. He was right. The project attracted about 1,200 children and teens, many who donated $6 to have all 10 fingers painted. With matching funds from Carl Allison, a Lake City Rotarian, the project collected $4,060 for the PEFC. Wheeler's initiative is just one example of the creativity that Rotarians exhibited worldwide to boost the PEFC past its goal of US$80 million in cash contributions, District Designated Fund allocations, pledges, and government matching funds. 
Rotary leaders announced during this June's RI Convention, in Brisbane, Australia, that the campaign total had reached $88.5 million. The active campaign ended on 30 June; but pledges are payable until 30 June 2005, and Rotarians are urged to continue sending donations.
By the end of the campaign, the total figure had reached nearly $111.5 million, says Herbert Pigman, former RI general secretary and the PEFC's original director.

Robert Scott, chair of the Polio Eradication Advocacy Task Force, who took over as PEFC director in October 2002, calls Rotarians' response to the fundraising challenge "absolutely amazing."

He says all of Rotary's 529 districts contributed. More than 120 countries participated, and more than 34,700 Rotarians actively campaigned to raise funds. "I can't believe that any other organization, religious or otherwise, could get such an international [response] in such a short time." Even though the campaign truly was a worldwide effort, Scott points to the estimated $50 million contribution from U.S. clubs and districts. "If not for Rotary and the

United States, this [polio eradication] initiative would really be in financial straits," he says.
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