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Tonight: Graham Woolacot – Banda Aceh, post tsunami
	Upcoming Meetings

	Date
	Speaker
	Chairperson
	Desk
	Visitors

	5th  December
	Graham Woolacot 
	Ralph Zuccaro
	Lesley Zuccaro
	Kelly Allen

	12th December
	Harald Schmidt – Rust Never Sleeps
	Jim Cochrane
	Jean Cochrane
	John Barnes

	19th December
	Christmas Meeting
	Partner’s Night
	Venue TBC
	


Please organise a replacement if you are unable to attend on rostered days above.

APOLOGIES: Please phone apologies to John Barnes – 9544 2866 by Monday 4pm.

	Coming Events

	Date
	Event
	Details

	
	
	

	Wednesday 7th December
	Never Too Old for Christmas
	Bayview Conference Centre
Full details tonight

	19th December
	Club AGM
	

	30th January, 2006
	Annual Charity Golf Day
	Spring Valley Golf Club


	Rotaract Roster

	Date
	Rotarian to Visit

	5th December
	Lesley and Ralph Zuccaro

	19th December
	Kelly Allen


Birthdays and Anniversaries – None this week

Previous meeting 
 
Sorry, no details
A Word from Governor Philip
December is Family Month - but what is the Family of Rotary? It is of course our personal families who are involved to varying degrees in Rotary Service. But it is also the Rotaractors, Youth Exchange students, the Group Study Exchange Team currently visiting District 1680 in France. It is the District Committees and the leaders of Rotary International. As President Carl-Wilhelm said 'It is important that we care about the Family of Rotary. It helps us in our work and it creates fellowship and friendship - two of the corner stones of Rotary International.
Brighten a Child’s Christmas 
Ronald McDonald House Wish List

Everyone knows what great support Ronald McDonald House in Clayton is to the families of seriously ill children.  The house relies heavily on donations of food and goods to support the families during a time that is both emotionally and financially draining.  Their recent newsletter, Monash Moments, contained a wish list of several items that we could easily pick up extra of in our weekly shopping.  How about a Christmas collection?  Items include:

· Non-perishable food

· Photocopy paper

· Toothpaste

· Sweet biscuits

· Sugar

· Margarine / butter / vegetable oil

· Cake making ingredients!

· Children’s DVDs
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A donation basket at our meetings of the 5th and 12th of December for anyone who wishes to donate.

Rotary Christmas Cards and Christmas Puddings
Cards are now available at $10 for 10 cards and plum puddings and whiskey cakes are $12.95.  Mince puddings are $6 per half dozen.  For orders of cards or any of the delicious Christmas treats please see Warren. 

Membership and Marketing Seminar 
Knox School, Sunday 27th November

Report from Robyn Kensley – Rotaract


As Rotaract 9810 District Board's Membership/PR director, I went along to Rotary's Membership and Marketing Seminar in the hope of getting some new ideas and tips for our club and district, but to also pass this information on to Clayton Rotary as well!

Three excellent speakers were followed by an informative workshop where we all responded to some prompter questions.

The three guest speakers for the morning were:

1) Barry Thompson, Chair of the Rotary Strategic Committee (NSW) and Past International Rotary Director, who flew in at the early time of 6am that morning, especially for the seminar!  His speech talked of the importance of membership retention; it is one thing to aim at getting new members, but statistics are currently showing a trend of members not sticking around to make a difference.  Australian Rotary clubs are currently ranked the second best in retaining Rotary members (77.1%), but are a fair way behind the retention rate set by the European Rotary clubs (82.8%).  Barry also outlined a 7-step strategy for recruiting and
keeping members. 1 is the magic number; if every Rotary club could find one person, it might be the person who will make a big difference to your club!

2) Sonja Maier, has a marketing degree and lots of experience with marketing for large and small companies.  She currently runs Evolve, a small advertising agency for small businesses, and also acts as a mentor for small businesses.  She talked of popular and current marketing
strategies in the community, and defined marketing as "discovering customers needs and satisfying them" - an idea which can easily be applied to Rotary.  She talked of the 7 steps to business success (and a handout was given out which I can show at a later meeting).

3) Our last speaker Gary Schuller had only 15 minutes to speak (a self-imposed time limit as the seminar was running late!) but probably had the most impact!  As a salesman and creator of a dynamic sales firm, Schuller Vision, he talked of his past life experiences, but scattered tips and advice on how best to market and advertise your club throughout his speech.

Following a short morning tea break, we were put into workshop groups according to the age of the Rotary/Rotaract club which again gave us heaps of ideas!  Some of the ideas we got was to: make sure guests are involved in the club somehow, make sure there is ample opportunity for club members and guests to mingle before the meeting, make a roster for greeting guests, maybe have professional nametags made for guests, ensure there is a functional website for advertising to non-members, create an alumni database (ryla, rypen, muna etc.) ... just to name a few ideas.  But going on that, I think Clayton Rotary and Rotaract clubs are doing pretty well as we have most of these ideas covered!

I have extensive notes if anyone is interested, and I also believe that the workshop ideas and power-point presentations will be available via either email or the Rotary website soon.  The 3 speakers were videotaped so that will also be available if you would like to gain more
information!




A fun day!
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