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Organiser of the Rotary Spring Cycle Ride of Canberra  -  Held annually in September 

Robin Cromer, John Gray, 
Alec Philip & Bruce Wyatt 

 This week  - 4 November Next week  -  11 November 
Program Anil Chhabra Club AGM + Marion Bateup  
 The Indian Army Report: Rotary Scholarship 
Introduction Alec Philip Lukas Strohmayer 

Appreciation Ajit Banerjee Annemarie Driver 

Fellowship Des Pain John Robson 
 Phil Ibbotson Robin Cromer 
Raven Recorder Gary Scott Bob Harvie 

Birthdays 
Shirley Evans 4/11, Pat 
Schmidt , John Lawrence 6/11 

Ken Goard 12/11 

Anniversaries   

DINNER ROSTER 
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November is Rotary Foundation month 

 Dates for your diary 
Parking: See Roster at foot of page 4 
11 Nov: Club AGM 
28-29 Nov: District 9710 Rotary Focus 
9 Dec: Club Xmas Party 
16 Dec: Xmas Message - Rev Dr O Meyer 
23-30 Dec: No meetings 
6 Jan 2010: First meeting of 2010 
Feb 26-28: Parking at Royal Canberra Show 

Please Note: Program 
change: Tonight is at the 

Federal Golf Club 

Anil Chhabra: 
The Indian Army 

Ajit Banerjee, the Gallivanter 

Born in Calcutta (Kolkata),India. My early education 
was at the Saint Xavier’s school, in Hazaribagh, in 
the state of Bihar, India. The school is run by Austra-
lian Jesuits. After graduating in Commerce, I had a 
tremendous urge to be a Chef and to gallivant round 
the globe. After completing another degree in Hotel 
management, I got a job at the famous Taj Mahal 
Palace Hotel, in Mumbai. Within two years, I got my 
first overseas job. I was recruited at the Diplomat 
Hotel in Bahrain. We did the grand opening of that 
Hotel, which was inaugurated by Prince Charles and 
Princess Diana. 

Diplomat Hotel was managed by Trust House Forte 
group of hotels, This group had hotels all over 
Europe and South East Asia. I took advantage of 
their huge network and got myself working in George V in Paris, Grosvener 
House and 90 Park Lane in London, a road side motel in Switzerland, and Dusit 
Thani Hotel in Bangkok. 

In 1988, I migrated to Australia. I found immediate employment at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel in Sydney and then moved to Katoomba, to work for the Fairmont 
resort. In 1990 I started my own catering business, and in 1997 I bought Deakin 
Post office. Married to Anna, our son Aneale is 16 and daughter Anjana is 10. 

 Last week’s attendance 
Guests: 5 from the Shanghai GSA team, President John Neal, District Governor 
Nominee Rob Woolley and his wife Beth (Canberra City), President Robyn 
Beetham plus 14  from Woden Daybreak, Gerard Uytterhaegen (Rotarian from 
Belgium), Susan Pelengaris, Elaine Fotu, 
Maureen Booth, Pat Schmidt, John Joslin, 
Louise Ibbotson, Pixie Gray, Gerda Lambeck, 
Natalie Strohmayer, Celeste Rowlands, 
Joanne Binutti 

Members:    24   Makeups:  3 

Countable:  23   Percent: ?% 
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Woden Rotary Club meets at the Federal Golf Club,Woden Rotary Club meets at the Federal Golf Club,Woden Rotary Club meets at the Federal Golf Club,Woden Rotary Club meets at the Federal Golf Club,    
Gowrie Drive, Red Hill Gowrie Drive, Red Hill Gowrie Drive, Red Hill Gowrie Drive, Red Hill ---- 6.00 for 6.15 pm each Wednesday. 6.00 for 6.15 pm each Wednesday. 6.00 for 6.15 pm each Wednesday. 6.00 for 6.15 pm each Wednesday. 

PARKING AT THOROUGHBRED PARK - Some volunteers still needed!  
Tuesday 3 Nov. 9:30 - 3:30 John Widdup (Leader), Julia Widdup, Des Pain, Gary 
Scott, Pat Schmidt, Neale Emanuel, Des H-Kelly, Marcus Donnelly, Rod Driver, 
Annemarie Driver, Ajit Banerjee, Christine Bell, Ros Osbourne, Ian Excell, Piers 
Booth, David Fox, Jenny Fox.     Emergencies: John Gray, Bob Harvie 

Ajit Banerjee 

APOLOGIES 

BY 3 PM TUESDAY 

Norma Donaldson 

6231 6680 

normad@apex.net.au 
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Club business 
President Ros congratulated David Fox 
for his excellent presentation at the District 
Conference on the Western District Pro-
ject. She also congratulated John Gray on 
his excellent production of the first news-
letter about the same project. 
Gary Scott spoke about parking cars for 
the Melbourne Cup race meeting in Can-
berra. For the first time we are to charge 
for parking. 
Bernadette Cappello spoke about the 
visit to the Lerida Estate Winery this Sun-

day. See photos below. 
Piers Booth talked about the possible 
arrangements for eating after the visit to 
the Brickworks, now rescheduled from 4 
Nov to 18 Nov, as we can not be accom-
modated at the Golf club on 18 Nov. Of 
the 4 eating places identified at Yar-
ralumla, the most suitable would seem to 
be Bentham Street Bar ‘n Pizza. 

Last week — We hosted Shanghai GSE team and Woden Daybreak 

REPORT OF ROTARY CLUB OF WODEN 
MEETING ON 28 October 2009 

The meeting was opened by Sergeant 
Gary, who then introduced our President 
Ros. Ros welcomed our many guests, in-
cluding the Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
Team from Shanghai; President John 
Neal, District Governor Nominee Rob 
Woolley and his wife Beth from Canberra 
City; President Robyn Beetham and 14 
members from the Rotary Club of Woden 
Daybreak, and partners of members and 
guests. 
Early in the meeting we were introduced to 
the members of the GSE team; leader Ro-
tarian Bill Crampton; Eric Liu banker work-
ing for Citibank; Lily Liu Wei working for 
German Centre as their in-house lawyer; 
Coco Wang, project director of Sunrise 
Libraries, providing free library facilities in 
various communities; and Carol Chen, an 
accounts manager. 
The two Lius (not related) spoke about 
their life and work, but unfortunately we 
were denied the opportunity to hear from 
Coco and Carol. Why? 

Following the serving and eating of our 
meal, club business was dealt with, see 
elsewhere in this report. Sergeant Gary 
conducted a long, profitable and amusing 
fine session. 
The main guest speaker was the GSE 
team leader, Bill Crampton. His first en-
counter with China had been as a Rotary 
Exchange Student, spending a year based 
in Shanghai, when he spent 9 months 
learning Mandarin. After completing univer-
sity, he worked all over Asia in the man-
agement of Computer Training Schools, 
before becoming the general manager of 
the company in Shanghai, Boston Training 
Network. He is married with one boy. 
He emphasised the importance of the rest 
of the world having an understanding of 
modern China, with its long history, and 
recent rapid modernization, so that it has 
been transformed into a world power in 
recent times. As a result, members of the 
Chinese society, especially in the many 
cities are well fed and clothed. 
 
 

 Raven Reporter: Piers Booth 

Photographs: Bruce Wyatt  

Shanghai GSE team and other guests: 
 

Eric Liu, 
Robyn 

Beetham, 
 Lily Liu, 

Bill Cramp-
ton, 

Coco Wang, 
Carol Chen, 
John Neal, 

Beth Woolley, 
Rob Woolley 

Lerida Estate Vineyard and Winery 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                     with hosts Jim Lumbers and Ann Caine  


