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Dear Members

Thank you Tom for running the meeting last week.

You will all be pleased to know that the Jazz in Silkstone Park is going well and we now have our Raffle Tickets. Who do you know who could help us sell them? If you know a charity group, church or school group who would like to earn money we will offer them the books for $75. (They make $25 -$75). There are 30 tickets in a book.

Rotary Clubs are not included in the above. They pay us what they receive. I’ll have envelopes today for people to mail back their stubbs of unsold tickets. Most Clubs would send a Club cheque or a personal cheque for the tickets.

Thank you,  Alice and her team for hosting us today. Let’s hope that will be the start of a long and successful association.

We look forward to us all being back at the Country Club on August 21st. Keep those Raffle sales going.

Have a wonderful day.

Brian Lawrenson

Club President

Membership Note from the President

As you are aware, building our membership is one critical factor in the long term operation of our Club and Rotary. Just so you understand the process, this is what the Board agreed last night.

Members may bring guests and people may call and ask to attend to attend a meeting and the first visit to our Club is FREE.  So is the GUEST SPEAKER (s). Visiting Rotarian are expected to pay.

After a prospective member has been to 3 or 4 meetings, they will be approached by the President or Membership Director to determine their interest to join. If this is positive, then a visit will be arranged with the President and another member of the Board. This meeting would be to answer questions about Rotary and to ascertain that the prospective member has the right reasons for wanting to join our Club. If they have a spouse, they are encouraged to be present, too. If this meeting goes well, an application form would be completed and the next step would be to circulate their name and occupation at a Club meeting. If anyone is unhappy about the person joining or feels that we have too many in one vocation, then they should make their concerns known to the President or Vice President and if necessary a Board meeting will be called to determine an outcome. Induction would normally be at one of the next two meetings. This gives a prospective member about 5-6 weeks to get to know us before they are inducted. This is quite normal for other Rotary Clubs.     

Last Week’s Report

Visitors:
· Silma Ihram from Strathfield Rotary and our guest speaker
· Peter Foss from Strathfield Rotary carrying out, as he put it “a school inspection day” – many thanks Peter – it is good to have someone of your ilk keeping an eye on us!!

Apologies

Andrew Andrew Nicholas; the Petersens; the Keenans; Ellen Crossland; Brian Lawrenson; Millie Eliasek
What Happened
· One highlight of the day was our Macia, taking into account the impending Beijing Olympics, was resplendent in all her Olympic Volunteer  finery from the Sydney Olympics – well done Marcia!

· Jazz-in-the-Park

· Stephen Britten has some good news about the liquor licence for the event – the required form will be lodged in the next few days
· The licence will cover only the top semi-circle of the park
· Rosters and duty schedules for duties on the day e.g. parking, garbage collection
· Wineries to be able to sell  by the glass

· Liaise with police needed (Brian and Stephen suggested)

· Liaise with Council (Brian for this – he knows the Mayor well, it seems)

· Rotary Change Wheel at IGA 

· Good signage required to promote us – raising funds for who?

· Keys for money – two for us and one for Tim Pritchard of IGA 
· Board meeting (6:00pm at BP Country Club) and Jazz-In-The-Park committee for next Tuesday evening 
· NYSF – National Youth Science Function (or Foundation?) 
· Interviews have been carried out – very hotly contested – 25 interviewed
· BP Rotary has made a commitment to fund one of the ‘alternates’ – funding may not be required depending on whether our alternative ‘gets a guernsey’  

Guest Speaker

We were very fortunate to have as guest speaker Ms Silma Ihram who spoke on the Muslim community in Australia.  Silma is Australian born and was educated at PLC and Meridan schools; she converted to Islam and is a well known educator, previously being the principle of a well known Islamic high school as well as being a mother of six children. 
Some points that Silma made were:

· Northern Australia was visited by Muslim fishermen from Indonesia long before Europeans colonised Australia
· Afghans (as camel drivers) and Malay  Muslims (as indentured workers came to Australia early during the European colonisation period.

· Many Turks came after the 2nd World War and later Afghans and refugees from Somalia s came

· A few important issues that are not well understood amongst non-Muslim Australians include the following:

· Modesty and personal space – no touching of one another in public – problem with shaking hands – problem with mixed sex swimming 
· The use of the ‘hijab’ is now quite a fashion

· No alcohol – e.g. Muslims have a problem with Rotary where alcohol is served

· No gambling – again problem with Rotary and raffles

· Halal finance – usury not allowed – move to have ‘share risk’ as basis for this finance

· Halal food – required by practising Muslims

· Muslim school uniforms verses normal school uniforms

· School formals and modesty

· Ability to be able to pray five times a day

·   The Cronulla riots has led to many initiatives to improve relationships
More on next page

Duties Schedule
	Duty
	This Week (14/8)
	Next week (21/8) 

	Set up & Clear
	Kerry Brooks
	Kerry Brooks

	Meet & Greet
	Milly Eliasek
	Ethnee Brooks

	Reporter
	Kerry Brooks
	Kerry Brooks

	Speaker Intro
	Doug Pritchard
	Doug Pritchard

	Speaker Thanks
	Ethnee Brooks
	Michael Smith

	Meeting Chairman
	Brian Lawrenson
	Brian Lawrenson


What’s On
	Date
	Speaker
	Topic

	14/8
	Dr David Milliss/Alice Kang
	Concord Hospital Intensive Care Unit

	21/8
	Donna Cleary               
	Actress.  songs and stories


Reminders:

· Lots of work to be done for our major fund raising initiative, Jazz-in-the-Park in September – Brian Lawrenson and Ethnee will be looking towards finalising and allocating tasks. Countdown has started!!
· Very Important: Jazz-In-the-Park Planning Committee Meetings on Tuesday 9th September – last one before THE DAY!! 
· Don’t forget the ‘make-up’ meetings at the designated Rotary Clubs to publicise our Jazz-in-the-Park initiative – please ensure your name is on Pam’s list
· Theatre party to ‘My Fair Lady’ – please note that the email sent to you about this had the wrong date for one of the proposed performances – the dates are Tuesday October 21  and Friday  November 14 and the email contact is blawrens@bigpond.net.au – this was all my fault – mea culpa – a big thank you to Jill Lawrenson for taking this on and for Terry Keenan who identified this activity as being of interest to our group.
Photos, topics, comments, reports to Kerry Brooks: k.a.brooks@bigpond.com
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