Frankly Speaking.......
The visit by Wendy Stein and Bernie Fitzsimons from RC of Salamander Bay on Tuesday night was a very uplifting experience. As Peter Agar said in his introductory remarks, Wendy is very much a "doer". Despite her relatively short time in Rotary, her track record is truly amazing with many successful RAWCS projects in Asia and Papua New Guinea under her belt. Of course, Wendy does not operate on her own and obviously has a very enthusiastic group of helpers from Salamander Bay who pitch in to get things done. 
 

While chatting to Wendy during dinner she let slip that she and members of  Salamander Bay RC had recently paid a visit to the bush fire ravaged areas of Victoria where their Club presented a cheque for $31,000 to help with the recovery work in the devastated Marysville area. This would come as no surprise given their seemingly unlimited appetite for humanitarian projects. 
 

This leads us to Mick and Greg Harriden who will set out on 19 April from Varsity College on the Gold Coast on their Ride4Kidz 1,000km bike ride, finishing up in Glenbrook on 7 May. As we all know, funds raised from the ride will be used to help build Mando High School in Goroka, PNG and provide additional resources for students with disabilities at the Mt Sion Centre for the Blind also in PNG. These two very worthwhile projects will help break the cycle of poverty and hardship by providing a quality education.
 

As Wendy explained, children in PNG have very limited opportunities to progress from Primary to Secondary Education. Lack of a Secondary Education will limit their chances of obtaining worthwhile employment and will almost certainly lead to a life of penury and hardship, possibly involving criminal activities as well. Wendy's video clip of the opening of a school library in PNG graphically showed the voracious appetite the children have for reading books. 
 

With this in mind, I urge all Lower Blue Rotarians to get behind Mick and Greg in their quest to complete this arduous 1,000km ride. With so much at stake and with the difference a few dollars can make, let's dig deep and show them both that their efforts will be well and truly rewarded. If you would like to assist in some way, such as support team driving, please contact Mick. There will also be a fund raising event organised by Salamander Bay RC on the weekend of May 1-2, to which Lower Blue members are invited to attend. Port Stephens is a great place to visit, so why not enjoy this event and help build the bond between our Clubs.
Board Meeting – Wednesday 17th March 2010

In accordance with Club By-Law 20.1.2 - Notice is given of the next regular meeting of the Club Board to be held at 7.30pm, Wednesday 17th March 2010 at the Glenbrook Guides Hall, Moore Street, Glenbrook. Board Meetings are the primary forum at which the detailed affairs and business of the Club is discussed and handled and are open to all members. (On rare occasions the Board may go into closed session to discuss issues requiring confidentiality). Board Minutes are posted on the members area of the Club Web Site.  
Rotary Chile Recovery Fund                                                                    The Rotary Foundation has established the Rotary Chile Recovery Fund to help aid the tens of thousands of people affected by February's massive earthquake.                                                                                            The contributions will go toward long-term recovery in the country through Rotary Foundation Matching Grants and Global Grants. Rotary clubs in affected areas will identify the hardest-hit communities and how best to use funds to help families and businesses recover.                                                 Rotarians can contribute to the recovery fund in the same way they would normally donate to the Foundation. Please note on your check and contribution form that the contribution is for the Rotary Chile Recovery Fund.            Receipts for donations to the Chile fund will be issued for income tax purposes in countries where it is permitted and the Foundation is authorized to issue them. 
Polio Eradication update

As of 28 February, Rotarians have raised about $114.5 million for Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge. These contributions will help Rotary raise $200 million to match $355 million in challenge grants received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. The resulting $555 million will directly support immunization campaigns in developing countries, where polio continues to infect and paralyze children, robbing them of their futures and compounding the hardships faced by their families.
Rotary Foundation – did you know??
Some Rotarians don't realise that The Rotary Foundation does other great work other than PolioPlus.

To assist in the understanding below are some examples of payments made by the South Pacific Office on behalf of The Rotary Foundation. You could use these examples when you are talking to Rotarians about the good work of The Rotary Foundation. In the last few weeks The Rotary Foundation have made the following payments through the SPPO office in Parramatta—

• Provided a Feeding programme for 150 severely malnourished children in Quezon, Philippines.

• Provided Eye glasses for 850 children in Java, Indonesia

• Leprosy—Provided training to Nurses for Leprosy detection and providing medication—Indonesia

• Provided Renal dialysis for elderly Aboriginal community members—Australia

• Provided clean water to 100 communities—FIJI ( $895 each)

• Provided solar powered lighting for housing, community centres and school—Timor Leste

• Provided Cardiac surgeries for children in Indonesia

• Provided Milk for young children—Indonesia

• Provided School books , Furniture and supplies Bali - Indonesia

• Provided ward beds, wheelchairs & other equipment—Taiwan

• Provided 23 sets of computers ( @ $500 each)—Roxas—Philippines

• Provided vocational training tools & equipment—Solomon Islands

• Provided water wells at 8 public schools—Pampanga—Philippines

• Provided playground equipment for 5 elementary schools—Taiwan

• Provide Science caravan for 15 public schools—Manila—Philippines

• Provided Surgeries to children with physical defects like harelip, cleft palate, hernia, body deformity—Luzon—Philippines

AND SO MUCH MORE
Speaker Program: 
Mar 16

Dean Morgan: Morgan’s Coffee & Chocolate Factory 
Mar 23

Danny Patterson Mine clearing following Vietnam War
Mar 30

GSE Team and Farewell Dinner from our District
Apr 6

President Frank and Club Forum
Apr 13

Sue Bell & Susan Wakefield: 100 Years of Guiding
Apr 20
Lisa Upton and film of medical treatment of disabled children from developing countries
Diary Dates:
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Mar 20

Rotary Markets

Mar 27

Nepean Valley Zonta Club Cavalcade Parade

Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day
May 22-23
MUNA
Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
16/3    Bob Aitken/Chris Shearston           Hilary Smith          Sue Bell          Evan Stevens

23/3    Heather Choulianis/Ben Berriman  John Wakefield    Ervins Trankels  Susan Wakefield

30/3    David Arnold/Heather Watkins    Roger Winterburn  Brian Bonham     Peter Agar
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
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