Frankly Speaking.......
At last week's meeting I mentioned the visit to the Rotary Club of Yea by a posse of Lower Blue Rotarians. I was fortunate to be part of that group and would like to reflect on aspects of what we learnt about the devastating fires on 7 February 2009 and their aftermath.
 

One overwhelming sense I gained was the speed and nature of how the Australian Community rallied to help their fellow humans during this tragic time. We heard and read about how offers of help came from far and wide with organisations such as Rotary, Lions, Anglicare, Vinnies, Salvos, Red Cross, church groups, schools, farmers from far flung parts of Australia, complete strangers, neighbours etc, etc, stepping in to lend a hand and/or provide financial support. Indeed, a church group from inner Melbourne spent weekend after weekend repairing fences on the property adjoining our hosts for the visit, Terry and Janet Hubbard. Farmers from as far away as Bruny Island off Southern Tasmania pitched in and sent truck loads of stock fodder. Mining companies in Western Australia shipped over portable housing units ("dongas") for those left without a roof over their head. In all, it was inspiring stuff and makes you realise what a helpful, generous bunch we Aussies are when the chips are down.
 

Secondly, I was in awe at how quickly things changed for the worse for the people in the path of these fires. In a publication, "Fire Storm - Black Saturday's Tragedy", there is a comprehensive account of Australia's worst natural disaster ever. The book contains graphic, first hand stories and photos from those who experienced these dreadful fires. One series of photos under the heading "From the time the fire first struck it only took 15 minutes to destroy everything" shows how a double storey home was hit by a spot fire at 5:52pm and is completely destroyed by 6:05pm. The owners recorded the event whilst taking refuge in their swimming pool. There are many more equally amazing stories in this book, a copy of which will be raffled by the Club in the coming weeks.
 

Our contribution was greatly appreciated and I am sure the good burghers of Lower Blue Mountains and Emu Plains will be pleased to know that their funds will be put to very good use by our generous and welcoming fellow Rotarians in Yea.

A couple of Golden Opportunities exist for Bright Lower Blue Rotarians
1. Would YOU like to meet interesting people and have them pay you money to take down their names and telephone numbers? If so, here is an opportunity for you, not to be missed. Yes, I am looking for an understudy to help organise the annual Community Chest and Christmas Treasure Trove raffle program for the Club. I plan to be away on leave for 5-6 weeks, possible longer, in April-May 2011 and would like an energetic, capable person to keep this program ticking over during my absence, with a view to taking control of the program in its entirety in the next year or so. There are no particular skills required for this position but the successful candidate must be able to badger, plead, cajole, and generally make yourself an absolute nuisance among Club members in order to raise around $6,000 - $7,000 annually in vital Club revenue. Please let me know if this is the dream job you have been looking for all your life. Full training will be provided to the successful candidate. Thank you, Frank Behl. 
 

"Service Above Self"
2. Due to your Editor’s impending 6 weeks absence, there is a need for a volunteer to take over the Market catering role, at least for the May and June Markets. This may also extend to organising the staffing roster, depending on whether Chris Shearston is available for both markets. This can be a temporary or permanent role – your choice. MUNA will also be held on May 22-23 and this event involves a lot of preparation before and on the day. I may be available to assist with initial preparation for this event but will definitely be out of the country on MUNA weekend. Please contact Peter if you would like to take on this role.
Personal info

· A big get well to Gail Keogh, who had an operation on March 5. She will be in hospital for a few days, followed by R&R at home. John asks that any visitors please wait until Gail is back home, thanks.

· It was great to see Bill Drinkwater at last week’s meeting. Welcome back Bill.
Australia Day

Bob Jeal and other Australia Day committee members outlined the results from this year’s event at last week’s meeting. 
While the day was a huge success and has already won an award for Blue Mountains Community Event of the Year, Bob suggested that as the event has grown to such large proportions, we as a Club now need to see how we can run this event “smarter”. This may involve partnering with other Rotary Clubs in our area, having volunteer groups to assist with set up and clean up, how to get better value from components such as the Wine & Food area, etc. Bob and the committee have requested members to think about their experiences from the day and make suggestions on how to improve the running of this event.
Planning for 2011 begins again mid-year, so please submit your suggestions ASAP. As they say, “all donations gratefully received”.
Speaker Program: 
Mar 9

Wendy Stein (Salamander Rotary Club) and Mick Harriden

Mar 16

Dean Morgan: Morgan’s Coffee & Chocolate Factory
Diary Dates:
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Mar 20

Rotary Markets

Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day
May 22-23
MUNA
Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
9/3      Geoff McKay/Irene Morrison         Terry Marshall      Peter Agar        Gavin Reid

16/3    Bob Aitken/Chris Shearston          Hilary Smith         Judy Smith       Evan Stevens

23/3    Gillian Thompson/Geoff Vallance  John Wakefield    Ervins Trankels  Susan Wakefield

30/3    David Arnold/Heather Watkins    Roger Winterburn Jan Winterburn   Peter Agar
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
What’s On this Month at Emu Plains Sporting Club

	
	

	
	Ladies Afternoon ~ Sunday 21st March, 2010 at 2pm
Come and enjoy a fun and relaxing afternoon and support the NSW Cancer Council.
Cost: $35.00 per person
This includes Champagne on arrival and an Afternoon High Tea, consisting of sandwiches, canapés and desserts.
Fashion Parade • Hand & Foot Massages • Raffles & Lucky Door Prize
RSVP: 8th March, 2010
Cheryl McLaughlin on 0411 118 802 or cheryl.penrith@harveyworld.com.au


On a Lighter Note
Four Worms and a lesson
A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon. 

Four worms were placed into four separate jars. 
The first worm was put into a container of alcohol.
The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke.
The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.
The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results: 
The first worm in alcohol -Dead.
The second worm in cigarette smoke - Dead  
Third worm in chocolate syrup -Dead 
Fourth worm in good clean soil -Alive. 

So the Minister asked the congregation - 
“What can you learn from this demonstration?” 
Maxine was sitting in the back, quickly raised her hand and said, 
As long as you drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won't have worms!"
That pretty much ended the service -
