Frankly Speaking.......
 

By the time you are reading this, the Lower Blue contingent will have travelled to Yea to present that Rotary Club with our cheque for $15,000 to help with their Fire Recovery program following the devastating February 2009 bush fires. An added bonus for this visit will be our additional gift of quilts both for those in need as well as a potential raffle prize for Yea RC. We, as a Club, are very grateful for the generosity of Susan Bell who spent a great deal of her own time and materials making these lovely quilts. I am certain they will be well received by those needy families whose lives were shattered by this unfortunate disaster. Wonderful work, Sue.
 

On a totally different matter, the Australia Day Committee recently held a debrief session at the Jeal household to have a critical look at the 2010 Australia Day Celebrations and Annual Gnome Convention. One key outcome of this meeting was the recognition that the sheer physical effort required to set up, conduct and pack up this event is placing an increasing level of strain on some aging and creaky bodies. There is a need for outside assistance and the Committee is looking at several options to cover this aspect for future Australia Day events.
 

This is just one of the many thoughts, ideas and propositions which the Committee would like to share with Members at our Club Meeting on 2 March. We have set aside time at this meeting to hear about your Australia Day experiences and examine any constructive suggestions you may have to help smooth out the management, running and general organisation of the activities on and before the day. Our highly successful Celebrations and Gnome Convention are firmly entrenched as the premier Australia Day events in the Blue Mountains and Emu Plains areas and are widely regarded as being well organised and conducted family fun days for all the community.
 

While there are limitations on how bigger we can get, there is always scope for doing things better. Please have a think about how the day went for you and how it could have been done better and bring these thoughts along to our 2 March meeting. This is the Club's flagship event for the year and it belongs to all of us. Let's hear what you have to say about how it is being organised and managed.
Rotary’s 105th Birthday Bash
Last week’s meeting was a great event, as it celebrated Rotary’s birthday and our guest speaker was International Director, Stuart Heal, who gave an entertaining speech during which he outlined some of his thoughts on how Rotary needs to modernise and evolve to remain effective as an organisation. Food for thought for our club. Almost 90 people, including many from other district clubs, came along to enjoy the night. Thanks to Jan Clark and her social committee for organising this event.
ShelterBoxes put to good  use in Haiti

Families with newborn babies and pregnant women have been given emergency shelter by the ShelterBox Response Team members in Haiti. 

ShelterBox is prioritising women and children providing tents, blankets, water containers, kitchenware and children’s packs – the basics to help set up the family unit. 

In the hospitals, orphanages and local communities, ShelterBox is making a difference. A helicopter was loaded with ShelterBoxes and delivered to a local orphanage accompanied by SRT Mark Pearson. 

Speaking from Bernard Mews Hospital in Freres, a suburb of Port au Prince, ShelterBox Response Team member Wayne Robinson (US) said: ‘Right outside the hospital there have been hundreds of people who have been laying in the sidewalks, on the streets and in blankets right on the ground in unbelievable conditions. They are bleeding, they have missing limbs and there are even women giving birth. ‘We felt this was a good use of the initial boxes that we had here on the ground and we’ll be bringing more here and using them as a transitional point to get people out of the elements while they are waiting for treatment at the hospital. Buildings have crashed down all around us here and people are just waiting and waiting to get in here for medical services.’
News
The Rotaract Club of Western Sydney will hold their Charter Night on Friday March 12 in the Kokoda Room, Smithfield RSL. Put this in your diaries and go along to support this new Club.

Reminder
Thoes members who have not yet paid their money for Codgers on April 10, please do so at the door at this week’s meeting.
Speaker Program: 
Mar 2

RYLA awardee Callum Geeves + Australia Day discussion

Mar 9

Wendy Stein (Salamander Rotary Club) and Mick Harriden

Mar 16

Dean Morgan: Morgan’s Coffee & Chocolate Factory
Diary Dates:
Mar 7

Clean Up Australia Day – Lennox Bridge 0915

Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Mar 20

Rotary Markets

Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
2/3        Del Jeal/Frank Kelly                    John Keogh       Trevor Lloyd      Peter McGann
9/3      Geoff McKay/Irene Morrison         Terry Marshall      Peter Agar        Shireen Ryan

16/3    Gavin Reid/Chris Shearston          Hilary Smith         Judy Smith       Evan Stevens

23/3    Gillian Thompson/Geoff Vallance  John Wakefield    Ervins Trankels  Susan Wakefield

30/3    Steven Wong/Heather Watkins    Roger Winterburn Jan Winterburn   Peter Agar
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
A few disturbing ads from the past – no-one would dare release these today!









and finally





