Frankly Speaking.......
Random surveys on how Rotary is viewed in the eyes of non-Rotarians consistently point to an organisation made up predominantly of older males. After reading the January 2010 edition of "RotaryWorld" it's hard to argue with this view as the Worldwide Rotary Club Demographics indicate that, as at June 2009, 85% of members are male and 68% of members are 50 years or older. The challenge, therefore, is twofold; how to make Rotary membership more appealing to younger people and how to attract more women into the organisation.
 

The magazine contains suggestions on how to meet this challenge, including more family friendly activities, theme nights and dressing up for special occasions. Other ideas could involve demonstrations of new technologies such as Nintendo Wii. All of these ideas could dovetail into a new member's night. We only need to look at this week's hilarious Valentine's Day housekeeping debate complete with costumes and props, not to mention the array of aprons worn by members, to know that Lower Blue is already active in this area, but we could do more. 
 

Another suggestion is that rather than looking at our meetings, perhaps we could examine how we interact with the community at large and how we are perceived within that community. Maybe more of our projects could be slanted towards a younger demographic. To a certain extent, our Club is moving in this direction through projects such as the school vegetable garden, "Books In Homes" literacy program and Mick Harriden's "Ride4Kidz" where a school in Papua New Guinea will receive much needed funding. By targeting schools we raise our profile with both children, their parents and the extended school community. 
 

The list of worthy projects is endless but the key to our success, as a Rotary Club, is to blow our own trumpet. We can let everyone know the good work that Rotary does locally and globally and to seed the thought that Rotary is a community organisation to which people aspire to belong. RI President, John Kenny's theme is "The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands" which indeed it is. However and with apologies to John, we could expand this to read "The Future of Rotary is Partly Through Attracting a Younger Membership Using Strategies which are Firmly in Your Hands". 
 

Food for thought.

News from Rachel Begg in Germany

To the Rotary Club of 9690

I have two things to say immediately.

Firstly: I am incredibly sorry that I have not emailed you before this week,

I have a multitude of excuses that I could write, but none of them would

 change the fact that I have neglected to write to you for 4 weeks. So I am sorry.

Secondly: THANKYOU SO MUCH! 

I must declare you all angels for sending me to this wonderful land of snow, 

brand new experiences and excellent cheeses. 

I will never be able to thank you enough for giving me this amazing opportunity.

I have fallen in love with Bielefeld, and Germany in general (and also with the snow!)

I have an absolutely wonderful host family, and a great school.

I have already experienced so many great, new and down-right awesome things.

I will have to cut short my message here - I cannot fill up the entire Spokes, 

although I could easily do so! 

(I will also send a longer email to Jill, which people are welcome to read if they would like

to read something longer and more detailed.)

I shall write again next week, and begin to tell you of some of the things that I have done.

Hope that you are all well, and still having fun at each meeting! (as if that will ever stop!)

Love

Rachel Begg

P.S.

I am yet to go to a Rotary meeting here in Germany - when I have, I shall tell you all about it!)
Market Update
The February markets were once again a great success. Beautiful weather, good crowds. A few stall holders were missing this month but that did not seem to matter. The BBQ crew were kept busy, with very little food left over. BBQ takings were approximately $1000 (less costs), so it was a good day. Thanks to all who volunteered their time on the day.

Don’t forget that the speaker at this week’s meeting is RI Director elect, Stuart Heal. We are expecting a number of visitors from surrounding clubs to join us. If you have any visitors, please contact Joan ASAP for catering reasons.

Speaker Program: 
Feb 23

Director Elect Stuart Heal – RI Director-elect

Mar 2

RYLA awardee Callum Geeves + Australia Day discussion

Mar 9

Wendy Stein (Salamander Rotary Club) and Mick Harriden

Mar 16

Dean Morgan: Morgan’s Coffee & Chocolate Factory
Diary Dates:
Mar 7

Clean Up Australia Day – Lennox Bridge 0915

Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Mar 20

Rotary Markets

Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
23/2       Geoff Hawken/John Hope          Louise Hughes        Bob Aitken       DG Paul Reid
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
This one has been around for a while & some of you may have seen it before but it is quite clever and is good for a laugh.
The European  Commission has just  announced an agreement whereby English will be the official language of  the European Union rather than  German, which was the other possibility. 
 
As part of the negotiations, the British Government conceded that English  spelling had some room for improvement and has accepted a  5- year phase-in plan that would become known as "Euro-English" . 
 
 In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c".  Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump with joy. The hard  "c" will be dropped in favour of "k". This should  klear up konfusion, and keyboards kan have one less letter.  There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year when the  troublesome "ph" will be replaced with "f". This will  make words like fotograf 20% shorter. 
 
In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to  reach the stage where! more komplikated changes are possible. 
 
 Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters which have  always ben a deterent to akurate speling. 
 
 Also, al wil agre that the horibl mes of the silent "e" in the  languag is disgrasful and it should go away. 
 
 By the 4th yer people wil be reseptiv to steps such as 
 replasing "th" with "z" and "w" with  "v". 
 
 During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd from vords kontaining "ou"  and after ziz fifz yer, ve vil hav a reil sensi bl riten styl. 
 
 Zer vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu  understand ech oza. Ze drem of a united urop vil finali kum tru. 
 
Und efter ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speking German like zey vunted in ze  forst plas. 

