Frankly Speaking.......
Lyndel Walsh's very personal talk on Tuesday night was wonderful to hear. Far too often, medical conditions such as those experienced by Lyndel can take a turn for the worst, with devastating outcomes. I guess Lyndel's message was very clear - listen to what your body is telling you and if you find yourself caught up in a maelstrom of medical situations, take control of who you see and don't simply accept the treatment from one recommended professional. As Lyndel explained, when considering putting a pool in or having a pergola built, we always obtain two or three quotes and usually do business with the people with whom you feel most comfortable. Why not apply the same logic when your life is potentially at stake, particularly if you are not comfortable with whom you are dealing or what you are hearing?
 

The Yea visit on 25 February is shaping up as a great experience for both Clubs. With eleven representatives from our Club, made up of Rotarians, their partners and Biah committing to the trip, I am sure we will make a favourable impression. This visit could be the catalyst for a long term relationship with Yea and District 9790 which may lead to Lower Blue and Yea forming a sister Club arrangement. During his time as District Governor, John Wakefield had a great deal of involvement with District 9790 and I know John is keen to strengthen the bonds between our Club and that District.
Rotary Theme for 2010-11

RI President-elect Ray Klinginsmith announced the 2010-11 RI theme, Building Communities -- Bridging Continents, during the opening plenary session of the 2010 International Assembly.
Klinginsmith said he arrived at the theme after reviewing RI themes of years past. He noticed that only a few spoke to non-Rotarians. 
"As a result, I decided to search for a briefly stated theme that would fulfill two objectives: the first to explain Rotary to non-Rotarians, and the second to validate our work for Rotarians," he said. "The words I have selected to describe Rotary's current mission and to highlight our achievements are what we do best: Building Communities -- Bridging Continents. " 

The president-elect described how his 50 years of Rotary experience have contributed to his focus on communities at home and abroad. For example, as a Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar, he studied for a year in South Africa, becoming the first student from his small town of Unionville, Missouri, USA, to study abroad. 

The timing of the theme announcement, which took place in the evening, was a break in tradition from past assemblies and a reflection of Klinginsmith's willingness to embrace change. He encouraged district governors-elect to reexamine traditional procedures that were no longer best practices and to begin new traditions where appropriate. 

He also paid homage to Rotarians of the past who helped raise Rotary to a place of prominence on the world stage. He urged district governors-elect to meet the past RI presidents and other former officers in attendance to deepen their connection to Rotary's past. 
Here is the Theme Logo:
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Haiti Relief Operations – as of Feb 11
Rotary clubs and districts worldwide are mobilizing resources to deliver urgently needed relief to the millions affected by Haiti's devastating earthquake. 
District 7020, which includes Haiti, has flown in 70 planes filled with more than 60,000 pounds of medical equipment and supplies into the cities of Pignon and Port-de-Paix to bypass logistical problems in the hard-hit capital of Port-au-Prince. The United Nations estimates that more than half of the buildings in the capital have collapsed. About 200,000 people are dead and millions more homeless. "Rotary had an incredible infrastructure established before the quake, which has made our relief efforts very effective," says Dick McCombe, past district governor and Haiti liaison chair. "We're flying in supplies through backdoor channels and doing things a lot of agencies can't do." 
The district's Haiti Task Force, set up two years ago to administer all financial aid to the nation, is working with local clubs to deliver aid to Port-au-Prince and those who have taken refuge in the countryside. 
McCombe says Rotary was in a good position to help in Haiti, with 33 projects already underway to provide water, sanitation, medical care, and education. 
"We changed from teaching children how to read to saving their lives," says McCombe. 
Clubs in the district have raised about US$1 million for short- and long-term recovery. 
"Rotarians are incredibly generous and are doing what needs to be done," says McCombe. "We are setting aside some of these contributions for long-term recovery." 
Rotarian Claude Surena, head of the Haiti Task Force and president of the Haitian Medical Association, is sheltering more than 100 injured people in his damaged home in Port-au-Prince. His house has become a makeshift hospital and medical distribution center. 

Within the next two weeks, McCombe says, a barge will be hired to transport 20 to 30 tons of clothes, blankets, folding beds, and other items to Haiti from Nassau, Bahamas. 
ShelterBox responds 
ShelterBox  has already delivered more than 7,000 containers to Haiti, with thousands more scheduled to be deployed. 

"This is the largest, quickest, and most complex deployment in our history," says John Leach, head of operations for ShelterBox. "We organized across four countries to get ShelterBoxes to the people of Haiti quickly." 

Each box contains a tent that houses 10 people as well as a stove, blankets, and other essential items. 

Doctors have been using supplies from the containers to treat the injured. Hospitals in the capital city are using the tents to provide emergency shelter for postoperative patients. 

"There’s hundreds of thousands of people that are injured. The walking wounded are everywhere," says Mark Pearson, one of three ShelterBox response team members in Haiti. "People are getting taken to hospital now, eight, nine days later." 
The Rotary Foundation has established the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund, a donor advised fund primarily  for U.S. Rotarians who want to donate toward recovery efforts. The fund has raised more than $500,000 so far. 

Thanks

Grahame Bell wishes to thank everyone for the well wishes, visits and gifts to help pass the time. 

He is looking forward to getting back into everything although this now looks like being March. 

All the inconvenience caused by a "slip" .
Speaker Program: 
Feb 16

Closed meeting to discuss Club By-Laws – no speaker

Feb 23

Director Elect Stuart Heal – RI Director-elect
Mar 2

RYLA awardee Callum Geeves + Australia Day discussion
Mar 9

Wendy Stein (Salamander Rotary Club) and Mick Harriden

Mar 16

Dean Morgan: Morgan’s Coffee & Chocolate Factory
Diary Dates:
Feb 20

Rotary Markets

Mar 7

Clean Up Australia Day – Lennox Bridge 0915

Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Mar 20

Rotary Markets

Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
16/2       Drew Fitzpatrick/Vic Girgenti     Mick Harriden             N/A                  N/A

23/2       Geoff Hawken/John Hope          Louise Hughes          Del Jeal        Frank Behl
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
There’s one in every holiday photo!
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