Frankly Speaking.......
Phew !! What a day it was. Another superb Australia Day Celebrations and Annual Gnome Convention under our belt and a huge, huge, HUGE pat on the back to all who toiled away on and before the day to ensure we were able to give the Community a great day out. Boy, was it hot !! I am thinking, however, that we are, in a sense, victims of our own success - having some 1900 gnomes come along to socialise - quite apart from the 130 stalls, three stages with entertainers, wine and food area, children's area, amusements, art show, parade in the park etc etc. 
The Australia Day Ambassador for Blue Mountains, Robyn Moore, was quite stunned at the sheer size of the event and the variety of entertainment on hand and was astounded that all this was organised and presented by the men and women of Lower Blue Rotary. Robyn was particularly taken with the Gnome Convention and relished her role as a judge in the gnome competition.
Del has provided a thoughtful summary of the day in her email, in the process raising valid issues to be considered for future Oz Day events. These will be, quite rightly, discussed, mulled over, debated etc, etc, over the coming months but one aspect is crystal clear to me - there is only so much we can do as we Rotarians, partners and friends continue to mature with this event and sooner or later, we will need outside assistance to help us put on a show that will do us and the Community proud.
On a different issue, don't forget the trip to the Rotary Club of Yea to partake in the cheque presentation ceremony on Thursday, 25 February. It would be fantastic if we could get a large contingent from Lower Blue to be present for this occasion.
Every Rotary club wants PR like this  
As everyone knows, a great deal of organisation goes on behind the scenes.  The Committee and partners, friends and anyone else who can be co-opted, spend endless hours making things, planning things, rushing to the shops to buy or collect goods, emptying the Attunga Road storage and repacking the same storage units after the event. Creating signage, making stages, organising the wine people, the power, the sound, the Art Show, the publicity. The list goes on. Even now, jobs continue as Bob Aitken writes articles for the press, Del updates the websites, David Cook unpacks and sorts gnomes, Bob and Ian take down banners, Ian Clark works out budgets, Roger Winterburn sorts out signage - and that's only the things I know about.
On the run up, the committee meets regularly to ensure people who are needed to join in the day - stall holders, entertainers and the like, are informed and people who may be generous with donations are also pressured gently, of course, to donate a dollar or several.
Progress occasionally slows and a bit of panic sets in, but mainly, like a snowball gathering pace, it all comes together. It would of course, be much easier if we could persuade stallholders, entertainers and the like, to confirm early in the piece, rather than leaving us 'sweating' on their attendance until sometime in January.  Also, how nice it would be if Australia Day was some other day - cooler, further from Christmas - sometime, any time but when it actually is!
Mr and Mrs Gnome Master - David and Caroline Cook, spend endless, endless hours on the phone giving interviews and even more hours sorting the (ahem) collection, collecting gnomes from carers in the mountains and of course, taking them back after the event.  This is the time consuming work that no-one ever sees.  
 Then the day comes. It's fun. It's exhaustingly hard work. It's successful. And now it seems, it's profitable. Lower Blue has hold of an event that every Rotary club dreams of - it has kudos, it fulfils the Rotary dreams, it serves the community, it gets publicity and now it makes money to help with our other projects. 
Thanks must go to those members of the committee who worked long and hard:  Pat and Terry Marshall, Jan and Roger Winterburn, Geoff Hawken, Geoff Vallance, Alan Clarke, David and Caroline Cook, Sue Bell, Frank Behl and Bob and Del Jeal.  A pat on the back must also go all those members of Lower Blue and friends who also worked as hard as they possibly could on the 25th and 26th. Peter Agar should be thanked for keeping us all watered. The St John's people were lavish with their praise of his work in this area.
This committee needs help.  More people are required to learn what to do and share the load. It isn't difficult - it just takes a bit of time. Could YOU be on this committee? See Frank Behl or Bob Jeal.
Other News

Don’t forget, Susan Wakefield is collecting black and blue children’s school socks (up to size 11) for the School of St Jude in Tanzania. This school is the project of Jemma Sissia, who will be the keynote speaker at this year’s District Conference.

Ride 4 Kidz fundraiser. 

On Friday 12th February, Ros Agar will be having a Card Sale Night at 19 Kent Street, Glenbrook, commencing at 7pm. There will be a buy 4, get the 5th for FREE special on the night for those attending. Supper will be served. 
For catering purposes, please RSVP by 10 February on 47396436.

10% of all sales will go towards Mick Harriden’s “Ride 4 Kidz” RAWCS project to build a high school in the Eastern Highlands of Papua New Guinea.
Speaker Program: 
Feb 2               Dennis Overton – The Fire at Windsor Castle

Feb 9

TBA

Feb 16

Closed meeting to discuss Club By-Laws – no speaker

Feb 23

Director Elect Stuart Heal from Rotary Club of Cromwell, NZ

Diary Dates:
Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
2/2         David Arnold/Sue Bell               Ben Berriman       Karalyn Brown   Brian Bonham

9/2         Heather Chourlianis/Ian Davis     David Cook        John Dawson     Joan Dennis

16/2       Drew Fitzpatrick/Viv Girgenti     Mick Harriden             N/A                  N/A

23/2       Geoff Hawken/John Hope          Louise Hughes          Del Jeal        Paul Jeffress
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

	Signs from Around the World
 

Bangkok temple: IT IS FORBIDDEN TO ENTER A WOMAN, EVEN A FOREIGNER, IF DRESSED AS A MAN. 

Cocktail lounge, Norway : LADIES ARE REQUESTED NOT TO HAVE CHILDREN IN THE BAR. 

Doctor’s office, Rome: SPECIALIST IN WOMEN AND OTHER DISEASES. 

Dry cleaners, Bangkok: DROP YOUR TROUSERS HERE FOR THE BEST RESULTS. 

In a Nairobi restaurant: CUSTOMERS WHO FIND OUR WAITRESSES RUDE OUGHT TO SEE THE MANAGER. 

On the main road to Mombassa, leaving Nairobi: TAKE NOTICE: WHEN THIS SIGN IS UNDER WATER, THIS ROAD IS IMPASSABLE. 

In a City restaurant: OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK AND WEEKENDS. 

In a cemetery: PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING FLOWERS FROM ANY BUT THEIR OWN GRAVES. 

 Tokyo hotel's rules and regulations: GUESTS ARE REQUESTED NOT TO SMOKE OR DO OTHER DISGUSTING BEHAVIOURS IN BED. 

 On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: OUR WINES LEAVE YOU NOTHING TO HOPE FOR. 
Hotel , Yugoslavia : THE FLATTENING OF UNDERWEAR WITH PLEASURE IS THE JOB OF THE CHAMBERMAID. 

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery: YOU ARE WELCOME TO VISIT THE CEMETERY WHERE FAMOUS RUSSIAN AND SOVIET COMPOSERS, ARTISTS AND WRITERS ARE BURIED DAILY EXCEPT THURSDAY. 

WITH EACH OTHER FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

Hotel, Zurich : BECAUSE OF THE IMPROPRIETY OF ENTERTAINING GUESTS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX IN THE BEDROOM, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE LOBBY BE USED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

Advertisement for donkey rides, Thailand: WOULD YOU LIKE TO RIDE ON YOUR OWN ASS? 

Airline ticket office, Copenhagen: WE TAKE YOUR BAGS AND SEND THEM IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 


 

 

February 16th�Valentine’s Day.





Bring all your partners, to help cheer on the Luscious Ladies, and the Macho Men  in our Valentine Debate.  Topic: Men Should Be Equally Responsible for Domestic Chores. The audience will be the adjudicators on the evening!








