Frankly Speaking.......

Another calendar year clicks over and we’re all looking forward to what lies ahead. However, the immediate focus for our Club, at least, is the Australia Day Celebrations and Annual Gnome Convention in Glenbrook Park on 26 January. The “Oz Day” Committee, under Bob Jeal’s leadership, has been toiling away for many months to ensure the Celebrations are bigger and better than ever. As usual, we have a crackerjack line up of entertainment covering 3 stage areas and a very sophisticated, expanding gourmet food, wine and boutique section. The stall holder list is filling rapidly and our resident  gnome master, David Cook, has some exciting new gnome developments to ensure our garden friends have a wonderful day out.
The reality, however, is that all of these activities, plus many more, take a small army of helpers to keep them ticking over. In order to have a more equitable and practical spreading of the workload, the Committee decided that we would not run the BBQ at the event. In many ways, the BBQ is seen as an iconic symbol of rotary fundraising in the community, at least in the eyes of the public and the decision to cancel the BBQ was not taken lightly. The truth of the matter is that the sheer manpower to run it effectively places too many extra stresses on already overstressed Rotarians, their families and friends. Plans are in train to ensure that the “sausage sandwich” catering requirements will be well and truly covered by other organisations.

The Committee looks forward to all Club members and where possible, their partners, families and friend, pitching in on the day to make sure the community enjoys yet another great Australia Day in Glenbrook Park.

Our ambassador for this year is Mrs Robyn Moore, who is the voice of Blinky Bill, as well as being an excellent motivational speaker.

Members will have received emails from both Roger Winterburn and Terry Marshall, outlining their particular staffing needs for both set up on January 25 and during the actual Australia Day festivities. Sue Bell is also looking for assistants for the entertainment stages and Geoff Vallance needs people with PSA skills to assist on the food & wine area. Please ensure you read those emails and contact Sue, Roger, Geoff and Terry if you can assist or have the skills and qualifications needed to run the more specialised areas.

Members are reminded to deliver all their Australia Day brochures well in advance of the day and PLEASE DO NOT place brochures in letterboxes marked No Junk Mail or Australia Post Mail Only.

Gnomes should be marked with your own special mark and placed in a box with a corresponding mark, so they can be returned to the correct owners. Gnomes should be brought to the Park on 25th January, if possible. Make sure the gnome boxes are of a construction that will not damage the floor of the CWA, where they will be stored.
Personal Notices
As members are probably aware, Jan Winterburn’s sister-in-law, Sharon, passed away the other day, after a long battle with cancer. Our thoughts and best wishes go to Jan, Roger and their extended family at this sad time. Jan Clark is co-ordinating the organisation of food preparation for the gathering at Jan and Roger’s home, after the funeral on 19th January. Please contact Jan if you can assist or wish to donate food.

Grahame Bell had an operation on Thursday afternoon to insert a range of hardware designed to repair the damage he did to his leg and ankle when he fell at Christmas time. Sue reports he will be in plaster from knee to ankle for 6 weeks and during that time, can’t put any weight on the damaged side. Grahame is reportedly feeling much better, now that he is at home and has taken up residence in front of the TV to watch the cricket and tennis. 
The following is a contribution from our friend, Marilyn Mercer.

WHY I AM A ROTARIAN? 

By: Andre Brandmuller

December 2009

Rotary is the one place where it does not matter who you are, other than in how you can use your skills, knowledge and abilities to be of service to others.

My greatest joy as a Rotarian has been to see the smiles on the faces of those that we have been able to help in some way - big or small.

Those smiles on the faces of hungry children, poor old people and the hapless many we are involved with are the reward which I and every Rotarian cherish and keep us going in this wonderful organisation.

Andre Brandmuller (b55@mweb.co.za)

Middelburg, South Africa

Middelburg Rotary Club, D-9250

Speaker Program: 
Jan 12             Thanks to Trevor Lloyd, who provided us with a harrowing tale of 
                       his & his siblings’ experiences at Fairbridge (near Molong) when 

                       his family first migrated to Australia.

Jan 19              Bob Jeal – Australia Day final plans
Jan 26

No speaker – Australia Day

Feb 2               Dennis Overton – The Fire at Windsor Castle

Feb 9

TBA

Feb 16

Closed meeting to discuss Club By-Laws – no speaker

Feb 23

Director Elect Stuart Heal from Rotary Club of Cromwell, NZ

Diary Dates:
Jan 25              Australia Day set up – Glenbrook Park

Jan 26              Australia Day/Gnome Convention

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Forster 
Apr 10             “Codgers”
May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
19/1       Steven Wong/Peter Agar              Bob Aitken              N/A                  N/A
26/1       No meeting – Australia Day – meet at Jeal’s after Glenbrook Park clean up

2/2         David Arnold/Sue Bell               Ben Berriman       Karalyn Brown   Brian Bonham

9/2         Heather Chourlianis/Ian Davis     David Cook        John Dawson     Joan Dennis

16/2       Drew Fitzpatrick/Viv Girgenti     Mick Harriden             N/A                  N/A

23/2       Geoff Hawken/John Hope          Louise Hughes          Del Jeal        Paul Jeffress
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

Here are a few quotes attributed to Ronnie Reagan:

· The most terrifying words in the English language are: ”I’m from the government and I’m here to help”.

· I have wondered at times about what the Ten Commandments would have looked like if Moses had run them through the U.S. congress.
· The taxpayer: That’s someone who works for the federal government but doesn’t have to take the civil service examination.

· Government is like a baby: An alimentary canal with a big appetite at one end and no sense of responsibility at the other.

· The nearest thing to eternal life we will see on earth is a government program.

· It is said that politics is the second oldest profession. I have learned that it bears a striking resemblance to the first.

· Government’s view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it. It if keeps moving, regulate it. If it stops moving, subsidize it.

· Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed, there are many rewards. If you disgrace yourself, you can always write a book.
· No arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of the world is as formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and women.
