Frankly Speaking.......

Congratulations to all the incoming Office Bearers for the 2010/2011 Rotary Year. 

Consisting of a great mix of “youth and experience”, our new leadership team for 2010/2011, elected at our AGM, will ensure our Club continues from strength to strength.

David Arnold has stepped up to the plate to take on the role of President Elect Nominee with Louise Hughes, Christine Shearston, Jan Clark, Joan Dennis and Frank Kelly filling the directors' roles. Rounding out the talented line up will be Jan Winterburn as Secretary and Bob Jeal as Treasurer. I will follow up the rear in my role as Immediate Past President and Vice-President. I know that President Elect Del Jeal is keen to get some serious planning organised and is already booking meetings with her new team.  

In the run up to Christmas, the Rotary dance card doesn't have too many blank spaces. In fact, there are multiple activities on some days which make for a hectic time ahead. The 8th December meeting will be our last regular Club meeting before the Christmas break and our first meeting back in 2010 will be a social BBQ at Glenbrook Park on Tuesday 5 January. More details on this will be passed onto members at our 8th December meeting. In the meantime, we have Young at Heart on Saturday, 12 December, our Progressive Christmas Dinner on Friday, 18 December, followed by our final monthly Market for 2009, on December 19 and the Winnebago Christmas BBQ lunch on December 23. 

On behalf of the Board, I would like to wish all our members and their families and friends a very enjoyable festive season and a healthy, happy, safe and prosperous 2010. 
Our District 9690 Conference – Club Foster - 19th-21st March 2010
Have you registered yet?  While the ‘early bird’ discount period has passed, the full conference registration package remains good value at $285 pp. Why not join the large group of Lower Blue Rotarians and partners making the trip north for a weekend of fun and fellowship. More information is available on www.rotary9690.org.au - just follow the links. While we have now released back to the motel the rooms remaining from our group booking, you may still be able to make a direct booking. See Jan Clark for contact details.  

Rotarian Bucket List 

On every Rotarians Bucket list should be attending at least one International Convention. 

· 20-23 June 2010  – Montreal, Canada

· 21-25 May 2011   – New Orleans, USA

· 06-09 May 2012   – Bangkok, Thailand

· 23-26 June 2013  – Lisbon, Portugal 

· 01-04 June 2014  – Sydney Australia!

If planning an overseas trip, why not try to build in a few days of Rotary fun and fellowship. More info on www.rotary.org
An Evening with Peter Cousens

Twenty Lower Blue Rotarians, partners and friends made the trip last Wednesday to the Epping Club, joining around 280 others for the Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner. This annual fundraiser was an outstanding evening with guests having the opportunity to hear from a number of young Health Fund researchers, enjoy the moving story and music of Peter Cousens, a first class meal and great Rotary fellowship. Thank you everyone who gave their support. Australian Rotary Health is a multi-District program of the Rotary Districts of Australia. It’s primary mission is to fund medical research by Australians for Australians. If you have your 2010 dairy, reserve the date now – Saturday 8th May 2010 for the Australian Rotary Health Race Day at Rosehill Gardens and let’s continue to support this great cause. See www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au
Young at Heart

Next Saturday (December 12) is the 17th running of this major event on our calendar and John Keogh is busy finalising details. If you haven’t already put yours or your partner’s name down to assist, please contact John ASAP.  My understanding is that all transport arrangements have been finalised but there is always plenty to do on the day.

Books for sale 

Paul and Suzanne Pollett have 150 books for sale at their home in King Street. All money goes to Operation Cleft and are available from $1 to however much people would like to put in tin. Their veranda is open for all hours (very brave of you to invite the nocturnal wanderings of sleepwalking Rotarians, Paul) and if people want to bring books to donate, thank you. No swaps, however. There are also some kids’ videos and some toys as well.
   
The Jackpot has gone off!!

Finally, with the jackpot at approximately $2200, Paul Pollett was the lucky person who found the elusive Joker. Paul and his family have put a lot of time and effort into raising money for Operation Cleft, so it is good that the money has gone to such a caring and community spirited family.

Speaker Program: 
8th December    Steve Craig – Apiarist and proprietor of Blue Mountains Honey
Diary Dates:
Dec 12             Young at Heart
Dec 13

Movie night – Glenbrook $25/head
Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.
Dec 19

Monthly Market

Dec 23

Winnebago BBQ Christmas lunch
Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
8/12       Susan Wakefield/Heather Watkins  Bill Peard        Paul Pollett      Gillian Thompson
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

Seeing this is the last SPOKE of the year, we will conclude our ongoing history lesson with the remaining instalment of student bloopers. Hope they have given you a few laughs. From your Editor, have a happy Festive Season and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year everyone.

During the Renaissance America began. Christopher Columbus was a great navigator who discovered America while cursing about the Atlantic. His ships were called the Nina, the Pinta, and the Santa Fe. Later, the Pilgrims crossed the ocean and this was known as Pilgrims Progress. When they landed at Plymouth Rock, they were greeted by the Indians, who came down the hill rolling their war hoops before them. The Indian squabs carried porpoises on their back. Many of the Indian heroes were killed, along with their cabooses, which proved very fatal to them. The winter of 1620 was a hard one for the settlers. Many people died and many babies were born. Captain John Smith was responsible for all this.
One of the causes of the Revolutionary War was the English put tacks in the tea.  Also, the colonists would send their parcels through the post without stamps. During the War, the Red Coats and Paul Revere was throwing balls over stone walls. The dogs were barking and the peacocks crowing. Finally, the colonists won the War and no longer had to pay for taxis.

Delegates from the original thirteen states formed the Contented Congress. Thomas Jefferson, a Virgin and Benjamin Franklin were two singers of the Declaration of Independence. Franklin had gone to Boston carrying all his clothes in his pocket and a loaf of bread under each arm. He invented electricity by rubbing cats backwards and declared, "A horse divided against itself cannot stand". Franklin died in 1790 and is still dead.
George Washington married Martha Curtis and in due time became the Father of our Country. Then the Constitution of the United States was adopted to secure domestic hostility. Under the Constitution the people enjoyed the right to keep bare arms.

Abraham Lincoln became America's greatest precedent. Lincoln's mother died in infancy and he was born in a log cabin which he built with his own hands.  When Lincoln was President, he wore only a tall silk hat. He said, "In onion there is strength". Abraham Lincoln wrote the Gettysburg Address while traveling from Washington to Gettysburg on the back of an envelope.  He also freed the slaves by signing the Emasculation Proclamation and the Fourteenth Amendment gave the ex-Negroes citizenship. But the Clue Clux Clan would torcher and lynch the ex-Negroes and other innocent victims. It claimed it represented law and odor.  On the night of April 14, 1865, Lincoln went to the theater and got shot in his seat by one of the actors in a moving picture show. The believed assinator was John Wilkes Booth, a supposingly insane actor. This ruined Booth's career.     

Meanwhile in Europe, the enlightenment was a reasonable time. Voltare invented electricity and also wrote a book called Candy. Gravity was invented by Isaac Walton.  It is chiefly noticeable in the autumn, when the apples are falling off the trees.
Bach was the most famous composer in the world and so was Handel. Handel was half German, half Italian and half English. He was very large. Bach died from 1750 to the present. Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf. He was so deaf he wrote loud music. He took long walks in the forest, even when everyone was calling for him. Beethoven expired in 1827 and later died for this.
France was in a very serious state. The French Revolution was accomplished before it happened. The Marseillaise was the theme song of the French Revolution and it catapulted into Napoleon. During the Napoleonic wars, the crowned heads of Europe were trembling in their shoes. Then the Spanish gorillas came down from the hills and nipped at Napoleon's flanks. Napoleon became ill with bladder problems and was very tense and unrestrained. He wanted an heir to inherit his power but since Josephine was a baroness, she couldn't bear children.

The sun never set on the British Empire because the British Empire is in the East and the sun sets in the West. Queen Victoria was the longest queen. She sat on a thorn for 63 years. Her reclining years and finally the end of her life were exemplatory of a great personality. Her death was the final event which ended her reign.

The nineteenth century was a time of many great inventions and thoughts. The invention of the steamboat caused a network of rivers to spring up. Cyrus McCormick invented the McCormick raper, which did the work of a hundred men. Samuel Morse invented a code of telepathy. Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for rabbis. Charles Darwin was a naturalist who wrote the Organ of the Species. Madman Curie discovered radium. And Karl Marx became one of the Marx brothers.
The First World War, caused by the assignation of the Arch-Duck by a surf, ushered in a new error in the anals of human history.

