Frankly Speaking.......

It was with great pleasure that Chris & I attended the handing out of the first group of books to the kids at Blaxland Public School on Thursday, as part of the Books In Homes literacy program conducted by Lower Blue Rotary. Geoff Vallance has been toiling away for quite some time with this great initiative and it was a pity that work commitments precluded Geoff from attending this important event. The children were most excited about receiving three books each of their choosing and soon got down to some serious reading. Let's hope that this sets these kids on a path of lifetime enjoyment and education through the written word. This is great work indeed, Geoff. Well done !
 

I am looking forward to our Annual General Meeting on Tuesday night and hope that we get a large crowd along. The election of Office Bearers and a President Elect is always an exciting affair and in some ways, seems to mark the beginning of the changing of the guard. In the true Lower Blue tradition, I am sure a formidable line up of talent will step forward to take up the challenge of leading us through the 2010/2011 Rotary Year.
 

Rotary Christmas Cakes and Puddings Project

This project is now over and thanks to all who purchased cakes and puddings. Like all the best projects, this is one that works on a number of levels. Our wholesale purchase assisted the Rotary Club of Collingwood with projects in Alice Springs, Vietnam and in Australia. Retail margins from sales to LBM Rotarians and Mountains residents has helped fund the donation of 8 cartons (48) of cakes and puddings to the Lower Mountains Family Support Service (added to proceeds from our Yulefest and Trivia socials), the end recipients receive a branded Rotary Product and everyone gets a ‘deep warm , fuzzy’ feeling from helping others. 

PS: if you have not yet paid for your cakes and puddings it would be appreciated if you could do so at the door on Tuesday.

Australian Rotary Health Christmas Cards

Only a few packs remain - $10.00 for 10 cards – they will be at the door on Tuesday.

Annual General Meeting – Election of Board of Directors for 2010/2011

This is an important night in our Club Calendar that sets in motion our Club’s activities for the next 18 months and beyond. Everyone should have now received, via e-mail, the Agenda, previous minutes and a copy of the Audited Financial Statements. While the main purpose of the night is the election and the other formalities required for legal compliance, there will be the opportunity for members to raise any issues. Please let Secretary Jan know if you wish any items to be included on the Agenda so time can be allocated. 
By the way, there is no truth in the rumour that the “Joker” has been left out of the pack until now to encourage your attendance at the AGM! The jackpot is approximately $2200, so come along and try your luck! 
Blaxland Public School Outdoor Movies – Saturday 5th December 

As a community project, we will be assisting the school again this year by providing our BBQ and a team to aid the school’s fund raising night. 

Geoff Vallance is looking for 4-6 volunteers and it is a great opportunity for those who may not otherwise get much of a chance to ‘barbeque a banger’.
Gates officially open at 5.30pm (we will need to set up a little earlier) with “ET” outdoors on the big screen when it gets dark. There are rides and activities before the movies. Everyone is welcome. 

Our assistance with projects such as this gives us great local exposure and credibility. 

Spoke Contributions Welcome 

All members are welcome to make contributions to “The Spoke” If you are involved in a Club, District or International Project, it’s a great way to enlist support, spread the word and keep members updated. Make use of all our communication options, speak &/or circulate a list &/or flyer at our Tuesday meeting, set up a member group and e-mail and put it in the Spoke!  E-mail Peter Agar  pagar@tpg.com.au (by Thursday each week if possible).                For projects of wider interest, our District 9690 and our own club web sites also welcome contributions. 
Young at Heart

Don’t forget, this major event in our calendar, is on December 12 & John Keogh has been working hard to ensure this will be another enjoyable day for our VIP’s. John is still looking for more volunteer drivers, so please contact him ASAP if you can help, as he needs to finalise who is driving whom in the next week. 

If you can’t  volunteer as a driver, there are plenty of other roles for volunteers during the luncheon, so please contact John if you or your partner can assist.

Meeting Date Reminder
December 8 is our final meeting at Leonay Sport and Rec Club for the year and our December 15 meeting has been transferred to the Progressive Rotary Health Christmas Dinner on Friday December 18.  
Our first meeting for 2010 will be on Tuesday 5th January and it will be a Social Meeting at Glenbrook Park – BYO everything (counts for attendance).

Winnebago Lunch

Don’t forget, we will be providing Christmas lunch for the staff of Winnebago on December 23. Winnebago is paying us to provide all the food and they are supplying the drinks. 

The event committee has chosen a range of foods for the day and as we will be preparing food and serving approximately 170 people, a crew of volunteers is needed. 
This will not be our normal BBQ offering, however the BBQ unit will be required to cook both steaks and warm other food.

If you can assist, least contact Chris Shearston.

This event will run from approximately 10am to 2pm.  

Speaker Program: 
1st December    AGM – no guest speaker

8th December    TBA 

Diary Dates:
Dec 1

Club Annual General Meeting++

Dec 2

Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner
Dec 12             Young at Heart
Dec 13

Movie night – Glenbrook $25/head
Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
24/11     Ervins Trankels/Hilary Smith      Evan Stevens       Judy Smith      Shireen Ryan

1/12
 Terry Marshall/Irene Morrison    John Wakefield
 AGM – No Speaker

8/12       Susan Wakefield/Heather Watkins  Bill Peard        Paul Pollett      Gillian Thompson
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

AMAZINGLY SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES 

Avoid cutting yourself when slicing vegetables by getting someone else to hold them while you chop. 

Avoid arguments with the Mrs. about lifting the toilet seat by using the sink. 

For high blood pressure sufferers:  simply cut yourself and bleed for a few minutes, thus reducing the pressure in your veins. Remember to use a timer. 

A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarm clock, will prevent you from rolling over and going back to sleep after you hit the snooze button. 

If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives; then you'll be afraid to cough. 

You only need two tools in life:  WD-40 and Duct Tape.  If it doesn't move and should, use the WD-40.  If it shouldn't move and does, use the duct tape. 

Always remember:  Everyone seems normal until you get to know them. 

If you can't fix it with a hammer, you've got an electrical problem.
