Frankly Speaking.......

Our long time Club Gold Sponsor, Jim Aitken & Partners, have kindly renewed their sponsorship for the 2009/2010 Rotary Year to the tune of $1,000. This is good news, indeed, considering the turmoil in the Real Estate markets and our thanks go to Jim Aitken, Principal, for his generosity.
 

We can be a little offhand at times with Jim's sponsorship, not giving due recognition to the ongoing support he has provided to our Club. Jim has been a Rotarian for many years and could be forgiven for channelling his funds into his own Penrith Club. However, he has chosen to support Lower Blue and we should give Jim and his Company due recognition for this. 
 

In order to further cement our good relationship with Jim, we have invited him and his wife, Pam, to our Christmas Progressive Dinner and they have gracefully accepted. Also, Jim has taken up our offer to be a judge at the upcoming Australian Gnome Convention in January. Further, the Board is working on improving the exposure we give to Jim's Company by way of revised promotional signage for our monthly markets and other Club activities.
 

Finally, just a reminder that I would like all Treasure Trove Raffle tickets and proceeds back by the meeting of 8th December. No ifs, but plenty of butts, please! (groan).   

 

Christmas Season Meetings 

Christmas is a busy season for most Rotarians. Update your diary with our seasonal meeting changes:

Tuesday 8th December – Last meeting for the year at Emu Sports.

Tuesday 15th December – No meeting at Emu Sports, transferred to 18/12 

Friday 18th December – Christmas Progressive Dinner (counts for attendance)

Tuesday 22nd December – No meeting 

Tuesday 29th December – No meeting 

Tuesday 5th January – Social Meeting at Glenbrook Park – BYO everything (counts for attendance)

Australia Day - Project News 
Our Australia Day organising committee are moving towards a two week meeting frequency as the day fast approaches. In between, many members of the committee are in almost daily contact as the task of managing the hundred and one details necessary to ensure the days success are actioned (and inevitably later changed as subsequent events impact!). The event is only the success it is due to the planning and preparation put in. In 2009 the event was awarded the “Blue Mountains Community Event of the Year” by the Blue Mountains City Council. The day continues to grow bigger and better, however the committee has recognised that the event is under some pressure from rising costs and  the loss of and/or uncertain receipt of some sponsorship. Action is being taken to contain costs and/or increase income and we are looking forward to another award winning day.

Australia Day - New Set Up Plan 
Early in the New Year we will be seeking members’ commitment to assist with the many tasks needed to be done on Sunday and Monday the 24th & 25th January and the day itself, Tuesday 26th.  This year we are trialling a new structure to assist members in making the best use of their volunteer time.  A number of teams will be set up to tackle a group of like tasks, lead by a member of the organising committee, rather than try to allocate individual tasks to individual members. It’s hoped this will ensure we get all the jobs done, but still allow the flexibility needed. For example Terry Marshall will on Sunday/Monday head up the” Ground Set Up Team” – marking out stall locations, erecting barriers, temporary fencing etc. Others will lead the “Tents, Gazebos, Stages, Seating and Tables Team” ahead of the “Banners, Signs and Decoration Team” descending on the ground. Not to forget the “Gnome Convention Team”, etc.  This project is a great way to get friends, neighbours, family and prospective members involved and share the “deep warm fuzzy feelings” we get from helping build a better community.      

Australian Rotary Health – Annual Report 

The ARH Annual Report for 2008/2009 has just been published and another great year has been achieved, notwithstanding the challenges of the Global Financial Crisis. The list of programs supported continues to grow. Mental Health -Research, PhD Scholars, Post –Doctoral Fellows, Forums, etc. Scholarships –Rural Medical, Nursing and Indigenous, General Health Research  - Scholarships and Funding and more. ARH depends significantly on donations from Rotary Clubs. “Lower Blue”, through support of events such as the Rotary Race Day at Rosehill, Christmas Dinner at the Epping Club, ARH Christmas Cards and direct donation from the Clubs Service Account, has a proud history of support. The District 9690 ARH Committee is chaired by Susan Wakefield and two other club members, Irene Morrison and Jan Winterburn, are on the Committee. See www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au for more information. 
RYDA – Ben Berriman is still looking for volunteers for the Blaxland High RYDA day on November 27. 2 mm\embers have volunteers but 3 more are needed. Please contact Ben if you can assist.
Speaker Program: 
24th November  Amanda Woods/Natalie Keegan – Gunagarang Rotaract

1st December    AGM – no guest speaker

8th December    TBA    

Diary Dates:
Nov 25             Shopping night at Rick Rutherford’s Country Store

Nov 25             Springwood Rotary 25th Birthday celebration

Dec 1

Club Annual General Meeting++

Dec 2

Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner
Dec 12             Young at Heart
Dec 13

Movie night – Glenbrook $25/head
Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
           Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
24/11     Ervins Trankels/Hilary Smith      Evan Stevens       Judy Smith      Shireen Ryan

1/12
 Terry Marshall/Irene Morrison    John Wakefield
 AGM – No Speaker

8/12       Susan Wakefield/Heather Watkins  Bill Peard        Paul Pollett      Gillian Thompson
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

More bloopers from the Middle Ages

- In midevil times most of the people were alliterate. The greatest writer of the time was Chaucer, who wrote many poems and verses and also wrote literature. Another tale tells of William Tell, who shot an arrow through an apple while standing on his son's head.
- The Renaissance was an age in which more individuals felt the value of their human being. Martin Luther was nailed to the church door at Wittenberg for selling papal indulgences. He died a horrible death, being excommunicated by a bull. It was the painter Donatello's interest in the female nude that made him the father of the Renaissance. It was an age of great inventions and discoveries. Gutenberg invented the Bible. Sir Walter Raleigh is a historical figure because he invented cigarettes. Another important invention was the circulation of blood. Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 100-foot clipper.

- The government of England was a limited mockery. Henry VIII found walking difficult because he had an abbess on his knee. Queen Elizabeth was the "Virgin Queen". As a queen she was a success. When Elizabeth exposed herself before her troops, they all shouted, "hurrah". Then her navy went out and defeated the Spanish Armadillo.

- The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William Shakespear. Shakespear never made much money and is famous only because of his plays. He lived at Windsor with his merry wives, writing tragedies, comedies, and errors. In one of Shakespear's famous plays, Hamlet rations out his situation by relieving himself in a long soliloquy. In another, Lady Macbeth tries to convince Macbeth to kill the King by attacking his manhood. Romeo and Juliet are an example of a heroic couplet.  Writing at the same time as Shakespear was Miguel Cervantes. He wrote Donkey Hote. The next great author was John Milton. Milton wrote Paradise Lost. Then his wife died and he wrote Paradise Regained.

