Frankly Speaking.......
I don't know about you but are we in the middle of a great rush of Rotary activities or am I imagining it. From memory, we had around half a dozen "expressions of interest" sheets passed around at last Tuesday's meeting and there are still one or two planned activities before Christmas waiting in the wings to be launched. Whew, I get tired just thinking about it all !
 

One of these planned activities is a Christmas lunch for the employees at the Winnebago factory at Emu Plains. The factory management are keen to involve non-profit community organisations, such as Rotary, in their employee reward and recognition programs and have asked us to tender for a "gourmet" lunchtime experience for their workers. In the past we have organised a simple sausage sizzle for them but they are now looking for something special to mark the start of the Christmas break. This is a good opportunity for the Club to show just how good we are and Christine Shearston and her BBQ Committee are working away in the background to come up with a package that will tempt the taste buds of the Winnebago workers. The lunch is on Wednesday, 23 December so if you are able to help, please pencil it in your diary and stand by for the roster to make its appearance.
 

Finally, nominations are now open for members to put their names forward for a Board position for the 2010/2011 Rotary year, including President for 2011/2012. All nominations will be considered and members elected at our AGM on Tuesday, 1 December. If you would like a nomination form please see myself, Del Jeal or Jan Winterburn.
 

Australian Rotary Health - Attention Golfers and/or Wine Afficionados.

Did you pick up last week’s table flyer on the new Bozgolf advanced vision golf balls? The Special offer is for 3 x 6 packs for $69.95 (RRP $130). For those who may prefer another drop, ARF have for sale, thanks to Rotarian Dick Smith, supplies of Capertee Nile Unwooded Chardonnay 2009. Described as a clean crisp wine with delicate varietal aromas. 6 bottles for $108 or 12 bottles for $216 ($18 per bottle). Proceeds from both offers support ARF. If you missed either flyer, info is available from our ARF District 9690 committee member, Secretary Jan. 

Nan Tien Temple Weekend – Saturday/Sunday 6th/7th February 2010
This will be a great way to wind down after our Australia Day Celebrations. Staying overnight in the Pilgrim Lodge located in the grounds of the Temple and experiencing the Buddhist way of life with a private tour, drum and bell ceremony, Tai Chi and a Buddhist talk sounds very relaxing. Cost of $75pp includes vegetarian dinner, breakfast and all activities. However, you must book now. $25pp deposit, with the balance due prior to end of December. Bookings and info – Club Service Director Jan Cark. 
   

Australia Day Celebrations – Glenbrook Park – Tuesday 26th January 2010

This is a date that should be in everyone’s diary – and for those who are available, Monday 25th January is set up day, when a large part of the physical work of ground set up is done. If the early flow of applications for stalls and display sites is any indication, 2010 promises to be the biggest yet. Just to keep us focused, council has planted a hundred or so new trees in the Park, reducing the space normally available but the ground team led by Terry Marshall have responded with “Plan B” and have got us back on track. While there will be no regular Club Meeting on Tuesday 26th January, the traditional “pizza & plonk” evening will be held at the Jeals/Winterburns after the ground is cleared and pack up complete. The next Australia Day Committee meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 16th November at the Jeal’s, 9 Bowaga Avenue East Blaxland – all welcome.

November 11th – Some Club History 

On this day in 2000, the Official Opening of the Glenbrook Park Redevelopment Project took place with a plaque (in the flagpole precinct) being unveiled by the then Mayor. A large part of what we now enjoy about the Park is owed to this project, either directly or arising later from the structure and plans put in place. The project was a joint activity of our Club, the Glenbrook Chamber of Commerce, the Glenbrook Tennis Club, Community Members and the Blue Mountains City Council. Our Club’s role was considerable, with members serving on the Project Committee, providing substantial labour and significant funds to relocate the Children’s playground, upgrade and expand the BBQ facilities, erect gazebos and a number of other works. Other works continued including , the construction of the new toilet block by the BMCC and the Park Entrance Wall facing Park Street. This wall was constructed in one day with the aid of professional stonemason from rock and stones brought along by members of the community. A register was kept and is in the custody of the Glenbrook Historical Society. The concept was repeated a few years later with the “Welcome Wall” facing the Highway. A ‘deep warm fuzzy’ to all those involved.    
Glenbrook Spring Fair/Rotary Markets
This event has been “run and won” and again, we were fortunate to have fine, warm weather. As Chris Shearston mentioned in her “thank you” email, the BBQ was a success, despite the presence of 20 other food stalls and sundry Glenbrook eateries being open to cater for hungry festival goers. Well done to the members who assisted on the day and also the Chamber of Commerce for organising and running the event.
Now it is time to plan for next weekend’s monthly market. If you can assist, please let Chris Shearston know, ASAP. 

Speaker Program: 
17th November      Lyndel Walsh – Bowel Cancer Awareness 

Diary Dates:
Nov 20             Girls’ Night In – Cancer Council fund raiser
Nov 21

November Market

Nov 25             Shopping night at Rick Rutherfords Country Store

Nov 25             Springwood Rotary 25th Birthday celebration

Dec 1

Club Annual General Meeting++

Dec 2

Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner
Dec 12             Young at Heart
Dec 13

Movie night – Glenbrook $25/head
Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
17/11     Terry Marshall/Irene Morrison    Bill Peard
        Paul Pollett      Gillian Thompson

24/11     Chris Shearston/Hilary Smith   Evan Stevens       Judy Smith      Shireen Ryan
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note

More historical (hysterical) bloopers. Enjoy.
Without the Greeks we wouldn't have history. The Greeks invented three kinds of columns - Corinthian, Doric, and Ironic. They also had myths. A myth is a female moth. One myth says that the mother of Achilles dipped him in the River Stynx until he became intollerable. Achilles appears in The Iliad, by Homer. Homer also wrote The Oddity, in which Penelope was the last hardship that Ulysses endured on his journey. Actually, Homer was not written by Homer but by another man of that name.
Socrates was a famous Greek teacher who went around giving people advice. They killed him. Socrates died from an overdose of wedlock.

In the Olympic games, Greeks ran races, jumped, hurled the biscuits and threw the java. The reward to the victor was a coral wreath. The government of Athens was democratic because people took the law into their own hands. There were no wars in Greece, as the mountains were so high that they couldn't climb over to see what their neighbours were doing. When they fought with the Persians, the Greeks were outnumbered because the Persians had more men.

Eventually the Ramons conquered the Geeks. History calls people Romans because they never stayed in one place for very long. At Roman banquets, the guests wore garlics in their hair. Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields of Gaul. The Ides of March murdered him because they thought he was going to be made king. Nero was a cruel tyranny who would torture his poor subjects by playing the fiddle to them.

Then came the middle ages. King Alfred conquered the Dames, King Arthur lived in the Age of Shivery, King Harold mustarded his troops before the Battle of Hastings, Joan of Arc was cannonized by Bernard Shaw and victims of the Black Death grew boobs on their necks. Finally, the Magna Carta provided that no free man should be hanged twice for the same offense.

Stay tuned. They get funnier!
