Frankly Speaking.......
 

The intrepid bushwalkers, lead by our fearless leader, Ervins Trankels, had a rather chilling experience last Sunday. A motley group of exchange students and Rotarians cast themselves to the elements and enjoyed a very brisk, wind swept walk from Evans Lookout to Govetts Leap at Blackheath. The day was clear and sunny, but by golly, it was cold and windy. Nevertheless, we all had a wonderful time, not only admiring the spectacular scenery along the way but also the Waratahs which were breaking out into flower. Well done, Ervins.
 

As the rest of the week unfolded, we were and still are horrified by the events in Samoa, Tonga, Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam. Mother nature has unleased a force of earthquakes, tsunamis and torrential rains that have left these and other areas absolutely devastated. As you would expect, aid agencies, national governments and Community groups such as Rotary, immediately swung into action to provide assistance and comfort to those badly affected by these events. Within District 9690, individual Clubs have donated ShelterBoxes and organised donation collections. Let's hope we can make a real difference to those still battling to preserve life and limb in extremely difficult circumstances.

An Evening with Peter Cousens – Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner 

Join a large group of Lower Blue Rotarians, partners and friends who have already booked to attend this year’s ARF Dinner on Wednesday 2nd December. Being held at the Epping Club, Rawson Road Epping, commencing with cocktails at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start, the annual event is a five star experience. Mike Bailey, former ABC Weatherman, will be back to MC the evening and special guest will be actor and singer Peter Cousens. Peter will entertain us in song as well as sharing some of the high (& some low) points in his career with the pressures of business in his life. After graduating from NIDA in 1978, Peter starred in a number of major Australian television productions, including The Sullivans, Young Doctors and The Restless Years. He then went on to take leading roles in Under Capricorn and Return to Eden. In musical theatre, major roles have included the Phantom in the London production of Phantom of the Opera and major roles in  Les Miserables and Miss Saigon. As this event may very well ‘sell out’, we will be confirming final numbers on Tuesday 27th October but book now with Jan Winterburn to ensure your place. Tickets are $55.00pp with proceeds to Australian Rotary Health. 

“Girls Night In” (except they are going out!) – Friday  20th November 

Friends and Family of Blaxland East Public School are organising a fund raiser for the Cancer Council with a cocktail party at O’Donoghues Irish Pub, 7.00pm – 11.30pm, with food, music, pamper room, portrait studio and lots of fun. With tickets limited to 120, everyone will receive a ticket in a monster raffle with the major prize a stunning white gold and pink sapphire ring designed, made and donated by Glen McIlvride (GMC Designs) – Jan Winterburn’s son. Sorry guys, its ladies only but you can make a donation –  see the ring at http://nsw.cancercouncilfundraising.org.au/personalPage.aspx?SID=183257  or visit www.girlsnightin.com.au  Tickets at $40.00pp from Jan Winterburn.  

Pride of Workmanship – Nominations closing this week.

It’s the final week to lodge your nominations for this year’s prestigious “Pride of Workmanship Awards being presented at a Gala Night at Emu Sports Club on Tuesday 27th October. This is your opportunity to have recognised someone who displays outstanding qualities in terms of approach, attitude, dedication and commitment in their job or vocation. The awards are not a competition but recognise individual achievement and are highly regarded.

More information and nomination forms on the web site or contact Vocational Director, Roger Winterburn. Nominations are not restricted to being made by Rotarians. Business proprietors can nominate employees, colleagues etc. 

ARF Christmas Cards have arrived – its only . . . days to Christmas. 

Stocks of the popular “mixed pack of 10” Australian Rotary Heath Christmas Cards have arrived and will be available at Tuesday’s meeting. Did you know that the sale of cards has enabled the Rotary Club of Waverley, who manage this project, to donate more than $660,000 to ARF over the last 15years.  Mixed packs are $10.00, however you can order packs of individual cards and overprinting can be arranged for $36.00 for 100 cards. We will also sell cards at the Markets and Glenbrook Festival if not sold out beforehand.

What’s happening? 

Like to know what other clubs are doing? Details of Rotary District 9690 events? Read the District Governor’s latest  newsletter? Click on www.rotary9690.org.au  

Revesby – Wirrimibirra  Charter Night – Wednesday 21st October – Revesby Workers Club 

Final numbers and payment $50.00pp is required this Tuesday. Don’t forget our meeting on Tuesday 20th October has been cancelled. Why not join in a car pool , ask around or ‘put up your hand’ on Tuesday for a seat. This will be great night to talk about in years to come – don’t miss it.  
R.O.Y.A. Origins
With the ROYA awards topical at this time of year, here is some information on the origins of this award.

"Teenager of the Year.
 

District Governor Elect Jim Stamford of Padstow Club, at the District Assembly prior to his year (1979-80), asked for ideas for a new program for Youth to mark the 75th Anniversary of Rotary International.
 

The Youth Service Committee, headed by Barry Bullivant of Granville Rotary Club, Ken Nicholls, also of Granville Rotary Club and another couple of Rotarians met and the following concept of a Youth Award for teenagers not recognised by other awards was suggested.
 This award would recognise those between the ages of 13 to 18 and the criteria would be for Community service. Having in mind most would be students,  scholastic ability was not a high priority like other awards -
Community Service was the main aim.
 

The above suggestions were agreed to and adopted by the District and the first Award was made the following year.
 

In later years, the award was changed into a slightly different concept as it is to-day with a name change to R.O.Y.A. (Recognition of Youth Award).”                                                                                 Bobbie Nicholls September 2009
Get your Glasses!!

Don’t forget, everyone, our gnome glasses make great Christmas presents at $5.00 each or pack of 6 for $30.00. Get in quickly.
Upcoming events

Tuesday, 13th Oct we will have the very popular Terry Regan, Bush Poet from Blaxland, entertaining us. Please bring partners and friends. Cost $20.00 p.p. Don’t forget to let Joan know on her email address the numbers attending by Sunday evening, 11th Oct.

Check the Diary Dates section for the latest updates.
 

Speaker Program: 
6th October               Presentation by our Club's Exchange Student, Beatriz 
                                Pinese from Londrina, Brazil
13th October
         Terry Regan – Bush Poet

20th October
         Meeting cancelled -  Wirrimibirra Charter Night 21 Oct

27th October              Pride of Workmanship Awards

Diary Dates:
Oct 17

October Market

Oct 25

Fashion Parade – more details to follow

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Nov 21

November Market

Nov 25             Shopping night at Rick Rutherfords Country Store.

Dec 12             Young at Heart

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

May 5

Rotary Health Golf Day

May 8

Rotary Health Race Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter            Intro            Thanks 
                 
6/10      John Wakefield/Peter Agar     David Arnold        Graeme Bell      Brian Bonham
13/10     Bob Aitken/Sue Bell             John Dawson        Karalyn Brown  Heather Chourlianis

20/10     Meeting cancelled

27/10     David Cook/Ian Davis               Jeff Egan             N/A                   N/A
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
GRAND ROTARY GARAGE SALE





At the next Rotary markets on October 17th.





We want the things you no longer need.





Please bring suitable items (see below and also the club website for a list of items we are prohibited from selling)





Storage will be the Jeals’ garage from October 3rd onwards.  A group of the willing will price and label.





PLEASE SUPPORT THIS CLUB FUND RAISER BY �SPRING CLEANING YOUR CUPBOARDS �AND PROVIDING ITEMS FOR SALE 











