Tuesday September 22, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
You will have already received an email from Alan Clarke, seeking members' thoughts on any inclusions for the Club's revised By-laws. The By-law review has been going on for some time and Alan has come up with a very workable draft document based on RI suggested By-laws, our existing By-laws and current State legislative requirements, particularly in relation to the Associations Incorporations Act.
Following a preliminary review of Alan's draft document at the 16 September Board Meeting, it was decided to further overhaul all aspects of the By-laws including elements which have been "on the books" for some time and which either carry little relevance to our existing club structure or are seen as obscure in the current context. In order to progress this review, the Board will conduct an extra meeting on Wednesday, 7 October at Del Jeal's residence. Hence the call from Alan for any input from members.
This further review is part of an evolving process to build on Alan's excellent work. The Board sees this as an opportunity to modernise our By-laws, not only in content and relevance but also in the language and "look and feel" to make it a more user friendly document. So, if you have any thoughts, ideas or inclusions, I urge you to please pass these onto Alan so that they can be considered as part of this By-law modernisation process.
20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? . . . . . continued

19. The Opportunity to Serve: Rotary is a service club. Its business is mankind. Its product is service. Rotarians provide community service to both local and international communities. This is the best reason for becoming a Rotarian: the chance to do something for somebody else and experience the self-fulfilment that comes in the process and the return of that satisfaction to own life. It is richly rewarding.

20. Because a Rotarian asked. . . . . “I think you would make a great Rotarian”!  

District Conference – “The Greatest Show on Earth” – Club Foster – Friday 19th to Sunday 21st March 2010.

Yes, it six months away, but District Conference is an event that does require some pre-commitment in order to get the best from the experience. With excellent speakers such as Astronomer Fred Watson who makes the understanding of science easy and fun, Gemma Sisia, the remarkable Australian who is transforming the lives of hundreds of African children, Dr Stuart Turville from the Westmead Millennium Institute, a fun social program and a chance to experience aspects of Rotary you may not know, it’s well worth making a long weekend of it.  

1. Accommodation:  Club Service Director Jan Clark has secured some excellent value rooms at the Bali Hi Motel, Tuncurry for Friday/Saturday only 5mins from the Conference Centre. By the time you read this it’s possible all rooms will have been taken but you may be able to register for a cancellation. Of course you can make your own arrangements but be aware, accommodation will become harder/more expensive the later you leave it.
2. Registration: Conference registration is $285pp, with an ‘early  bird’ discount of $25pp for those who register by 30/11/2009. A full refund will be given for cancellations prior to 31/12/2009. If you cannot make the Friday evening, register for the Saturday/Sunday part of the Conference for $240pp. Go up early and you can golf/lunch on Friday for $50pp.
More information, registration forms, program etc on www.rotary9690.org.au
      

Pride of Workmanship – Nominations Open 

Nominations are now open for our “2010 Pride of Workmanship” Awards”. The Awards are designed to acknowledge individuals, regardless of vocation, who display outstanding qualities in terms of approach, attitude, dedication and commitment to his or her job or vocation. It is not a competition but a recognition of individual achievement and commitment. Successful nominees and their partners are invited to our special “Pride of Workmanship” evening on Tuesday 27th October as guests of the Club, where they will be presented with a plaque recognising their achievement. While there are no restrictions, we would particularly encourage nominations of individuals working in education, health and/or with youth or indeed young people in the workplace themselves, fields that have been underrepresented over past years. Perhaps you may be aware of a grandchild’s teacher who deserves recognition or received particularly high standard of personal service yourself. Why not nominate a work colleague, staff member or employee?  Nominations close Tuesday 13th October latest. Forms and/or more information from Roger Winterburn.  
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More info about the Grand Rotary Garage Sale

We are unable to accept: 

   Large items of furniture (heavy)

   Mattresses, bedding etc 

   Electrical items of all kinds 

   Children’s car seats, cots, strollers, bouncers, bicycles, scooters etc 

   Children’s soft toys.

The following items are difficult to sell and better not accepted:

   Old text books, technical books, encyclopaedias etc – novels etc are fine 

   Anything cracked, chipped, broken/not working, stained.

We cannot do “pick ups’ from non Rotarian donors 

Upcoming events: 

Trivia Night with a Difference Saturday 28th September        

A reminder for everyone, Jan Clark needs to know how many people are coming so that catering can be organized. Please let her know by Tuesday Sept 22 at the latest. 
25th October - Fashion Parade at 10 Lagoon Drive, Glenbrook

25th November - shopping night at Ric Rutherfords Country Store, Lawson, 10% discount on the night.

18th December -  Our Christmas Party, will be a progressive dinner, hosted at the homes of: 
Entrée - Ervins and Jana Trankels at Glenbrook 
Mains - Ken & Janina Linfoot at Leonay 
Dessert - Chris and Gordon Shearston at Blaxland.

Gnome Glasses
We now have our own Gnome Whiskey glasses for sale at a cost of $5.00 each. They will be on sale at the markets, plus people only have to let Jan Clark know and she will bring them along on Tuesday if you want to purchase any. These glasses have our club name on them, plus our gnome symbol and are also great gifts. They come in a boxed pack of 6 but are also available them individually, unboxed.
Personal

Joan Dennis will be operated on this Friday for her hip. She will be in St. Vincents Hospital. Members, please still to send your notification to her email etc, re non-attendance at meetings.

Speaker Program: 
22nd September
          NSW Police Dog Squad with dog “Deano”

29th September          Peta Williams – Lower Blue Mountains Neighbourhood 

                                Centre  

6th October                Presentation by our Club's Exchange Student, Beatriz 
                                 Pinese from Londrina, Brazil
Diary Dates:
Sep 19

September Market

Sep 19

Gunagarang Rotaract Trivia Night

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Oct 17

October Market

Oct 25

Fashion Parade – more details to follow

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Nov 21

November Market

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter              Intro              Thanks 
                 
22/9      Terry Marshall/Shireen Ryan      Judy Smith         Chris Shearston   Hilary Smith

29/9      Evan Stevens/Gillian Thompson Ervins Trankels   Steven Wong      Susan Wakefield
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
Instead of a joke or cartoon, this week I thought I would send you a link to watch a video from Britain’s Got Talent.
Turn up the speakers. You will be amazed.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-ZjOEk4-dI?
GRAND ROTARY GARAGE SALE





At the next Rotary markets on October 17th.





We want the things you no longer need.


Please bring suitable items (see below and also the club website for a list of items we are prohibited from selling)





Storage will be the Jeals’ garage from October 3rd onwards.  A group of the willing will price and label.





PLEASE SUPPORT THIS CLUB FUND RAISER BY �SPRING CLEANING YOUR CUPBOARDS �AND PROVIDING ITEMS FOR SALE 











