Tuesday September 15, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
It was a delight to have District Governor, Paul Reid and Julia along for our meeting on Tuesday night. Paul gave us some interesting insights into his experiences in the "hot seat" and the vibe is that he is relishing his role as DG. He continued to emphasise RI President John Kenny's theme "The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands", reinforcing the view that it really is firmly in the hands of all Rotarians, not just those at the top. Paul also went on to mention the focus he would like on membership and literacy programs during his year.

Paul also asked us to remember that money paid into our own Charity = the Rotary Foundation – brings returns of funds to District for works we want to do.

As I pen this article, the first sods have been turned on our Vegie Garden at Emu Plains Public School. Paul Pollett kindly enlisted the services of his father-in-law, Kelvin Weatherburn, to dig over the site with his rotary hoe on Thursday afternoon. It is rather appropriate that we use a rotary hoe on a Rotary project! The work that Paul and Kelvin did in half an hour was marvellous and would have taken us creaky old Rotarians all day to complete. This gesture is greatly appreciated and will allow us to get a flying start on Friday's activities. I am confident that all club members will be proud to be associated with this project which will surely promote your Club and the Rotary name in a positive way in the Emu Plains area.
Frank has applied for a grant from the local government towards purchasing a laptop for the Treasurer so that club financial (and perhaps other) information can be easily passed from one to another as required.  

Recycle your RDUs

Finished reading your September Gnome issue of Rotary Down Under?

· Pass it on to a friend, neighbour or family member &/or a potential Rotarian

· Take it with you to your next visit to your doctor, dentist, accountant etc and update their waiting room magazines 

· Read it again – then bring it along on Market Day to give away to members of the public visiting our Information Stall

· DO NOT put it in the recycle bin!

Stepping Up – Vocational Service

Our Club has sponsored two local business proprietors: Kimberly Verrieve, from Sage Restaurant, Glenbrook and Joel Stormer, from Stormers Music School, Blaxland to participate in this year’s Blue Mountains NSW Department of State and Regional Development “Stepping Up” Program for young entrepreneurs. The program ends with a mini-expo display by participants at the Mountain Heritage, Katoomba on the evening of Monday 21st September at which club members are welcome to attend. Thanks to Trevor Lloyd for doing the leg work with this project. If you would like to be kept updated on details, contact Roger Winterburn. 

Sunday Groove in Glenbrook – 20th September

For a relaxing afternoon after the markets why not come along on Sunday to music in the park from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. This month, Robert Hanly will be performing his own compositions from his recently recorded album “Unfolding”. In October, local band Kristensong, will take the stage. This event is organised by the Glenbrook Chamber of Commerce and is deserving of our support. 

20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? . . . . continued

16. Cultural Awareness:  Around the world practically every religion, country, culture, race, creed, political persuasion, language and ethnic identity is found in Rotary. It is a cross section of the world’s citizens from every background. Rotarians become aware of world cultures and learn to respect and work with people everywhere. They become better citizens of their own countries in the process.

17. Prestige: Rotary members are prominent people: leaders in their vocations,  professions and the community – Rotarians identify needs, make decisions and influence events. Rotary is the oldest and most prestigious service club in the world.

18. Nice People: Rotarians above all are nice people. They are people who believe it is nice to be important but it is more important to be nice.

Final two next week . . . . . . . 

Rotary Information . . at the Markets 

Our stall this month will be set up alongside the “plant man” and with our better  exposure will no doubt encourage more enquiries. Cootamundra Gnomes still looking for adoption will be in attendance and tickets in the Christmas “Win a New Car” raffle will be on sale. If you have not yet seen the new Roger Climpson “What in the World is Rotary” video or have a neighbour, friend or acquaintance who might be interested, bring them along for a look. 
They are guaranteed of a great day, as our markets continue to build in popularity.
Don’t forget, if you can assist either on the BBQ or the Rotary stall, please contact Chris Shearston or Roger Winterburn, so your name is included on the roster.

Other News

Next Monday there is a Glenbrook Chamber of Commerce meeting and anyone who wants to can go – there will be wine and cheese and bickies – the speaker for the night is our very own John Keogh!  6.30 for 7.00

Paul Pollett brought the wonderful (!) news that Krispy Kreme will support the Cleft project  by giving us $5.00 for every box of the standard donuts we sell (will our cholesterol levels stand it?). Of course we will buy at least a box each –it’s all in a great cause.  Eat up folks.
Drew reminded us about the Gunagarang Trivia night on 19th September at the Melrose Hotel, Emu Plains – 6.45 for 7. It will be a great night.

Geoff Vallance spoke about the book program whereby specified children in nominated (local) schools will receive, along with a book bag, three books per term to take home and keep. This program will encourage child literacy.  There is also an indigenous children’s literacy program through a Book Bus (run by the Fred Hollows Foundations) whereby 1st reader books are given to younger children and this is encouraging their parents to learn to read. Our support is requested by Paul Reid.

Speaker Program: 
15th September          GSE Team following their trip to Brazil
22nd September
          NSW Police Dog Squad (to be confirmed)

29th September          Peta Williams – Lower Blue Mountains Neighbourhood 

                                Centre  
Diary Dates:
Sep 19

September Market

Sep 19

Gunagarang Rotaract Trivia Night

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Oct 17

October Market

Oct 25

Fashion Parade – more details to follow

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Nov 21

November Market

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter              Intro              Thanks 
                 
15/9      Bill Peard/Paul Pollett                Irene Morrison    Terry Marshall      Gavin Reid

22/9      Kathy Powell/Shireen Ryan        Judy Smith         Chris Shearston   Hilary Smith

29/9      Evan Stevens/Gillian Thompson Ervins Trankels   Steven Wong      Susan Wakefield
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
OH&S Picture of the Week
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