Tuesday September 8, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
What a crackerjack night we had on Tuesday! A bit of everything - inspiring speakers, large sums of money changing hands, much merriment and mirth with Fathers Day antics and a good turnout of members, spouses and exchange students (!) to get into the swing of things. Congratulations must go to Louise Hughes and her merry band of helpers for their program of Fathers Day activities. Obviously, a great deal of thought and planning had gone into these and they proved most entertaining for all involved, particularly the seven "volunteers" who were magnificent in their costumes. 
 

On a serious note, Rachel Huxford and Wil Namoa, were very welcome visitors. Rachel's talk on the good work that she and Wil carry out in the Mt Druitt and Rooty Hill areas helping troubled youth and street kids was quite inspiring. As Rachel explained, in most cases mentoring is the key to success when you are dealing with young people from difficult backgrounds. It is too easy for us to be judgemental, without having any understanding of exactly what sort of life these kids have had. Rachel is a very polished speaker and had a powerful message to deliver. Thanks must go to Bob Aitken for organising for Rachel to make a presentation to Susan Wakefield on behalf of Australian Rotary Health with funds bequeathed from an AHF admirer in New Zealand.
 

Oh, I nearly forgot to mention the visit from our Assistant Governor, Jean Vranich! It is always nice to see Jean at our meetings to hear what is happening in her life and to give Jean a sense of what Lower Blue is up to as well. 
Don’t forget, this week, our special guest will be District Governor, Paul Reid.

20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? . . . continued

13. Family Programs: Rotary provides one of the world’s largest youth exchange programs; opportunities for partners involvement; and a host of activities designed to help family members in growth and development of family values.

14. Vocational Skills: Every Rotarian is expected to take part in the growth and development of his or her own profession or vocation; to serve on committees and to teach youth about one’s job or vocation. Rotary helps make one a better tradesman, doctor, teacher, banker etc 

15. The Development of Ethics: Rotarians practice a “4-Way Test” that governs one’s ethical standards. Rotarians are expected to be ethical in business and personal relationships.

More next week . . . . 

Australian Rotary Health Christmas Dinner – Wednesday 2nd December 

It’s not too early to block in your diary this great evening supporting Australian Rotary Health.  With MC Mike Bailey and featuring entertainment by actor/singer Peter Cousens, it’s a night not to be missed. All those who made up the “Lower Blue” table last year will attest that the high quality venue, meal and organisation made for a very enjoyable evening. Cost is a very reasonable $55pp. Cocktails at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start – The Epping Club, Rawson Street, Epping. Book with Jan Winterburn.  

District 9690 Annual Conference – Foster – 19th/21st March 2010

An additional reason to attend the Conference in March is of course that our Club will be responsible for running the Conference in 2011/2012, supporting DGN David Cook in his gubernatorial year. See how it’s done, get ideas, what do we need to do, can we do anything better? Of course every Rotary Conference is a great weekend of fun and fellowship, not just for Rotarians but for partners, family, friends and potential Rotarians. Jan Clark has booked a limited number of available good value rooms at Tuncurry, only 5 minutes from the Conference Venue. It’s first in, first served and once they’re gone, they’re gone – contact Jan Clark ASAP. Registration for the Conference itself can be left a little longer, but don’t forget the early bird discount of $25pp ends 30th November 2009. 
Speaker Program: 
8th September:
          Official Visit to Club by District Governor, Paul Reid
15th September          GSE Team following their trip to Brazil
22nd September
          NSW Police Dog Squad (to be confirmed)
29th September          Peta Williams – Lower Blue Mountains Neighbourhood 

                                Centre  
Diary Dates:
Sep 19

September Market

Sep 19

Gunagarang Rotaract Trivia Night

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Oct 5

Fashion Parade – more details to follow

Oct 17

October Market

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Nov 21

November Market

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter              Intro              Thanks 
                 
8/9      
Fiona McCulloch/Peter McGann   Trevor Lloyd       Paul Jeffress        Ken Linfoot

15/9      Bill Peard/Paul Pollett                Irene Morrison    Terry Marshall      Gavin Reid

22/9      Kathy Powell/Shireen Ryan        Judy Smith         Chris Shearston   Hilary Smith

29/9      Evan Stevens/Gillian Thompson Ervins Trankels   Steven Wong      Susan Wakefield
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
Regional airline attendants occasionally make an extra effort with the in-flight "safety lecture" and their other announcements to be a bit more entertaining. Here are some real examples that have been heard or reported:
 
- On an Air NZ Flight with a very "senior" flight attendant crew, the Pilot said, "Ladies and gentlemen, we've reached cruising altitude and will be turning down the cabin lights. This is for your comfort and to enhance the appearance of your flight attendants."
 
- On landing the hostess said, "Please be sure to take all your belongings. If you're going to leave anything, please make sure it's something we'd like to have."
 
- "There may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only 4 ways to leave the aircraft."
 
- As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Auckland, a lone Voice came over the loudspeaker: "Whoa, big fella.. WHOA!"
 
- After a particularly rough landing during thunderstorms in Adelaide, a flight attendant on a QANTAS flight announced, "Please take care when opening the overhead compartments because, after a landing like that, sure as **** everything has shifted."
 
- From a QANTAS employee: "Welcome aboard QANTAS Flight X to Y to operate your seat belt, insert the metal tab into the buckle and pull tight. It works just like every other seat belt and if you don't know how to operate one, you probably shouldn't be out in public un-supervised."
 
- "In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, masks will descend from the ceiling. Stop screaming, grab the mask, and pull it over your face. If you have a small child travelling with you, secure your mask before assisting with theirs. If you are travelling with more than one small child, pick your favourite.
 
- "Weather at our destination is 32 degrees with some broken clouds, but we'll try to have them fixed before we arrive. Thank you, and remember, nobody loves you, or your money, more than QANTAS Airlines."
 
- "Your seat cushions can be used for flotation and in the event of an emergency water landing, please paddle to shore and take them with our compliments."
 
- Heard on QANTAS Airlines just after a very hard landing in Hobart. The flight attendant came on the intercom and said, "That was quite bump and I know what you are all thinking. I'm here to tell you it wasn't the airline's fault, it wasn't the pilot's fault, it wasn't the flight attendant's fault.. it was the asphalt!"
 
- Another flight attendant's comment on a less than perfect landing: "We ask you to please remain seated as Captain Kangaroo bounces us to the terminal."

- An airline pilot wrote that on this particular flight he had hammered his ship into the runway really hard. The airline had a policy which required the first officer to stand at the door while the passengers exited, smile, and give them a "Thanks for flying United. "He said that, in light of his bad landing, he had a hard time looking the passengers in the eye, thinking that someone would have a smart comment. Finally everyone had got off except for an old lady walking with a cane. She said, "Sonny, mind if I ask you a question?" "Why no Ma'am," said the pilot. "What is it?"
The little old lady said, "Did we land or were we shot down?"
 
- After a real crusher of a landing in Sydney, the Flight Attendant came on with, "Ladies and Gentlemen, please remain in your seats until Captain Crash and the Crew have brought the aircraft to a screeching halt against the gate. And, once the tire smoke has cleared and the warning bells are silenced, we'll open the door and you can pick your way through the wreckage to the terminal."
 
- Part of a flight attendant's arrival announcement: "We'd like to thank you folks for flying with us today. And the next time you get the insane urge to go blasting through the skies in a pressurised metal tube, we hope you'll think of Qantas."
 
- A plane was taking off from Mascot Airport . After it reached a comfortable cruising altitude, the captain made an announcement over the intercom, "Ladies and gentlemen, this is your captain speaking. Welcome to Flight Number XYZ, non-stop from Sydney to Auckland . The weather ahead is good and, therefore, we should have smooth and uneventful flight. Now sit back and relax - ARGHHH! OH, MY GOD!" Silence followed and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the intercom and said, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier, but, while I was talking, the flight attendant brought me a cup of coffee and spilled the hot coffee in my lap.  You should see the front of my pants!"
 A passenger in Economy said, "That's nothing. He should see the back of mine!"
