Tuesday August 25, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
One down and one to go! At the General Meeting on Tuesday night, the majority of Club members in attendance voted to accept the current prescribed Club Constitution, which is the 2009 version of the Constitution that replaces the August 2005 version. Our thanks go to Alan Clarke who has been beavering away behind the scenes, drafting the 2009 version for adoption by the members.
 

The next cab off the rank will be the revised Club By-laws. Once again, Alan has had his shoulder to the wheel, burning the midnight oil and with expert commentary from our other legal eagle, John Keogh, drafted a new set of Club By-laws to replace the ones last adopted on 4 July 2006. 

 

These revised By-laws follow the format of our existing Club By-laws, which are based on the RI Standard Club By-laws. However, those proposed, incorporate all the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act, the Charitable Fund Raising Act and the Regulations made under those Acts. The changes incorporated by Alan will act to strengthen our legal position in the light of regulatory and statutory changes since the July 2006 version was released. The revised By-laws are currently under consideration by the members of the Board and will be presented to the Club members in the coming weeks for review and if acceptable, a vote on adoption. 

Australian National Flag Day and Merchant Navy Day.

Thursday 3rd September marks the occasion in 1901 when the flag that became the Australian National Flag was first flown and in celebration we will be flying the Australian National Flag in the position of honour at Glenbrook Park on that day. The day is also Merchant Navy Day, which was proclaimed by the Governor-General in 2008. The Australian Red Ensign is the official flag flown at sea by Australian registered merchant ships but may be flown on land for ceremonial purposes such as Merchant Navy Day and we will be following this protocol on the day. The NSW State Flag will complete the full flag set.

20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? . . . . continued   

10. Assistance when Travelling: Because there are Rotary clubs everywhere, many a Rotarian in need of a doctor, lawyer, hotel, dentist, advice etc, while travelling has found assistance through Rotary.

11. Entertainment: Every Club and District has functions and activities that provide diversion in one’s business life. Rotary holds conferences, conventions, assemblies and institutes that provide entertainment in addition to Rotary information, education and service.

12. The Development of Social Skills: Every week and at various events and functions Rotary develops one’s personality, social skills and people skills. Rotary is for people who like people.

More next week . . . . . 

Paul Harris Fellow Luncheon – Monday 9th November 2009

Open to all Foundation Centurions, Paul Harris Fellows, Paul Harris Society Members, Foundation Major Donors and guests. Special Guest Speaker is John F Germ. Venue is Rosehill Gardens Grand Pavilion. Book and pay on line at www.rotarydownunder.com.au/events/phflunch $65pp Proceeds support the Polio Plus US$200 million challenge to complete our Polio eradication project. This event is expected to ‘sell out’ – if you plan to go book early.
Personal

· It was great to see both Ross Horne and Vic Girgenti at last week’s meeting. Good to see you back, gents.
· Word is that Chris Behl’s ankle surgery has gone to plan and she is expected home this weekend. Look’s like Frank will be a busy boy around the house as Chris completes her recovery. Hope to see you back on deck soon, Chris.
· More good news is that when the weather warms up, we can expect to see Bill Drinkwater return to our club, after a long period of illness and treatment.

Last week’s meeting

At last week’s meeting John Wakefield gave a talk on his role as head of the Police investigation into the 1979 Appin mine disaster, when a methane gas explosion killed 14 miners. 
John’s description of the “political” barriers he had to overcome, the forensic work performed by his team and the comprehensive series of photos taken in the mine during the investigation, all made for a thoroughly interesting discussion.

The inquest into this event has resulted in numerous safety improvements for miners and methane from this mine is now used to fire the power generation process that supplies the Campbelltown area.

What John didn’t tell everyone is that he was awarded a commendation from the Coroner for his handling of what was a very difficult investigation.

District Conference
Everyone should have received an email from Jan Clark regarding the upcoming District Conference but here is a summary of her note, just in case some members did not receive it.

Rotary District 9690 Conference will be held next year from Friday, 19th to Sunday 21st March, 2010 at Club Forster. A Registration form was attached for those interested in attending and send DIRECT to District Organizers, along with payment. Please note that Early Bird Conference can save you $25, if paid by 30th November, 2009. If you did not receive the email, the application form can be obtained from Jan.
Jan has booked accommodation at a local motel and already, one room has gone, so if you wish to attend and require one of the booked rooms, get in quickly.

Trivia Night

Don’t forget, our trivia night with a difference is coming up on Saturday September 26. Invite some friends and come along for a fun night.
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Fathers’ Day evening

Don’t forget, this week’s meeting is a special event, so please bring partners for a night of fun and frivolity. Please ensure all attendance details are supplied to Joan by Sunday night, so the catering arrangements can be finalised.
Fathers, please bring along a photo from your “early years”, to see if we can still recognise you!! You can drop photos in to Jan Clark or Louise Hughes by Sunday mid day or come along early with them to the meeting, so the “rogues’ gallery” can be finalised before the meeting commences. Don’t forget to put your name on the back.
Speaker Program: 
1st September:
          Fathers’ Day evening. Guests welcome. 



         Please contact Joan with numbers.

There will be a brief presentation with a donation to  Australian Rotary Health by Rachel Huxford and her fiancee Wil Namoa, Street Kids Volunteers
8th September:
          Official Visit to Club by District Governor, Paul Reid
15th September          GSE Team following their trip to Brazil
Diary Dates:
Sep 1

Fathers’ Day Evening – guests invited – contact Joan with

                       numbers

Sep 19

September Market

Sep 19

Gunagarang Rotaract Trivia Night

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Oct 17

October Market

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Nov 21

November Market

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter              Intro              Thanks 
                 
1/9      Peter Agar/John Hope                 Trevor Lloyd         Paul Jeffress        Ken Linfoot
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
Zen Sarcasm
1. Do not walk behind me, for I may not lead. Do not walk ahead of
  me, for I may not follow. Do not walk beside me either.  Just pretty
  much leave me alone.
2. Don't be irreplaceable. If you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted.
3. Always remember that you're unique. Just like everyone else.
4. Never test the depth of the water with both feet.
5. If you think nobody cares if you're alive, try missing a couple of car
    payments.
6. Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes.
    That way, when you criticize them, you're a mile away and you have
    their shoes.
7. If at first you don't succeed...... skydiving is not for you.

8. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish,
    and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.
9. If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.
10. Some days you're the bug, some days you're the windshield.
11. Everyone seems normal until you get to know them.
12. A closed mouth gathers no foot.
13. There are two theories to arguing with a woman - Neither one works.
14. Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are
      moving.
15. Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it.
16. Never, under any circumstances, take a sleeping pill and a laxative.
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