Tuesday August 25, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
Ah, committees, don't you just love them! It has been said that if someone has a bright suggestion for something to be done, organise a committee to do it and you will never hear about it again. Well, we are out to debunk that one.
 

One of the aims of Rotary in general, and our Club in particular, is to get members involved with committee work so that they can share in the highs and lows of working with their colleagues to achieve worthy outcomes. Slowly but surely, our Committees are taking shape. Indeed, some already have one or two meetings under their respective belts. Two committees being finalised at the moment, which are close to my heart, are the Fundraising Committee and the Barbeque Committee, both vital to the functioning of the club and in many ways interlinked. That is not to say that the other Committees are not as important - they are and they all share top billing.
 

However, for those who have not nominated for a Committee or two, there are opportunities for you to be involved. It may be a tap on the shoulder or a call to arms at a meeting. Have a think about it and consider putting your hand up to help spread the effort among all members of the club. Satisfaction of helping to achieve a positive outcome is its own reward.
 

“General Meeting” – Adoption of New Constitution – Tuesday 25th August

In order to ensure our Clubs legal structure is in compliance both with the requirements of Rotary International and the Associations Incorporation Act, action needs to be taken, firstly as regards our Club Constitution and subsequently with our Club By-Laws.  It would assist if any members have any questions or need clarification they could raise them with President Frank or Secretary Jan prior to the meeting. Full details of the changes were e-mailed to all members on the 26th July and can also be found on the Club web site. Hopefully it will be a very short “general meeting” and we can get on with the fun bit.    

20 Answers to the Question: Why join Rotary? . . . continued

7. Fun:  Rotary is fun, a lot of fun. Each meeting is fun. The Club projects are fun. Social activities are fun. The service is fun.

8. Public Speaking Skills: Many individuals who joined Rotary were reluctant to speak in public. Rotary develops confidence and skill in public communication and the opportunity to practice and perfect these skills.

9. Citizenship in the World: Every Rotarian wears a pin that says “Rotary International”. There a few places in the world that do not have a Rotary Club. Every Rotarian is welcome – even encouraged – to attend any of the 33,300 clubs in 210 countries. This means instant friends in both one’s own community and in the world. 

More next week . . . . . 

Gunargarang Rotaract Trivia Night – Saturday 19th September

We have an invitation to join in their Trivia Night at Melrose Hall. 6.15pm for 7.00pm. $10pp – 10 per table. Book with Tara on 0411950118 or rotaract_trivia@yahoo.com.au with proceeds going to Kathleen Keegel Childrens Fund. 
Of course don’t miss our own Trivia Night on Saturday 26th September. 
Joint Meeting at Wallacia-Mulgoa

The joint meeting at Wallacia-Mulgoa club, last Wednesday night, was a great success, with over 50 members and partners from Lower Blue and Springwood clubs joining the “locals”.

Our guest speaker was Paul Lumtin, the navigator on the ill-fated Winston Churchill yacht, who told us about their harrowing ordeal when the 1998 Sydney-Hobart fleet was struck by a cyclone. Three of their crew were drowned when washed out of their disintegrating life rafts, as they were battered by high winds and 30m waves. 
As the fleet approached Victoria, it was originally advised about a storm warning, predicting 45-55knot winds and 2-3m seas. However, the weather soon changed and the winds reached 80 knots, along with 30m seas. Paul was taking a rest when the boat was capsized and holed by a huge wave. He awoke under water. While the boat eventually righted itself, they had lost all communication and the boat’s auxiliary motor would not start, so they were at the mercy of the elements.

Eventually, the crew managed to launch the two life rafts but these soon filled with water, they lost most of their provisions and their EPERB was damaged, so no-one knew their location. 

During the next 2 days, they were continually battered by huge breaking waves, the rafts began to break up and, as mentioned earlier, 3 of the crew were washed away and drowned.

With seas still around 20m, they saw a search plane pass near by and were able to alert it by firing their last flare. They were lucky to be found as when the boat capsized, they were 20km from shore and when they were rescued, they were 120km offshore. The remnants of their raft eventually washed up on a beach in New Zealand.
Paul’s story had the audience enthralled and makes you realise how tough, resourceful and brave some of our fellow humans can be.
Congratulations to the Wallacia-Mulgoa club for putting on a thoroughly entertaining evening.
Speaker Program:

25th August:              John Wakefield, Chief Investigator of the Appin 
                                 Mine Disaster
                                 Presentation on 2020 District Convention Brief General 
                                 Meeting to ratify Rotary Constitution 
1st September:
          Fathers’ Day evening. Guests welcome. 



          Please contact Joan with numbers.
8th September:
          Official Visit to Club by District Governor, Paul Reid
Diary Dates:
Aug 27

ROYA Awards – Marconi Club

Aug 28

Daffodil Day

Sep 1

Fathers’ Day Evening – guests invited – contact Joan with

                       numbers

Sep 19

September Market

Sep 19

Gunagarang Rotaract Trivia Night

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter              Intro              Thanks 
                 
25/8    Mick Harriden/Geoff Hawken       Ross Horne          Drew Fitzpatrick   Barry Fraser

1/9      Heather Chourlianis/John Hope   Trevor Lloyd         Paul Jeffress        Ken Linfoot
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
Questions you can’t answer

- Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard?
- Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are flat? 
- Why do banks charge a fee on "insufficient funds" when they know there is not enough?
- Why did Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
- Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but check when you say the paint is wet? 
- Whose idea was it to put an "S" in the word "lisp"?
- What is the speed of darkness? 
- Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up every two hours? 
- If the temperature is zero outside today and it's going to be twice as cold tomorrow, how cold will it be? 
- Do married people live longer than single ones or does it only seem longer?
- How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels on luggage? 

Did you ever stop and wonder...... 

- Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, "I think I'll squeeze 
these pink dangly things here and drink whatever comes out?" 
- Who was the first person to say, "See that chicken there... I'm going to eat the next thing that comes out of it's bum." 
- Why do toasters always have a setting so high that could burn the toast to a horrible crisp, which no decent human being would eat? 
- Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer? 
- Why do people point to their wrist when asking for the time but don't point to their bum when they ask where the bathroom is? 
- Why does your Obstetrician, Gynaecologist leave the room when you get undressed if they are going to look up there anyway? 
- Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours? They're both dogs! 
- If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests? 
- If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, then what is baby oil made from? 
- If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? 
- Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same tune? 

Stop singing and read on....... 

- Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup? 
- Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at you, but when you take him on a car ride, he sticks his head out the window? 
- Does pushing the elevator button more than once make it arrive faster? 
 

