Tuesday August 18, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
To my mind, on Tuesday night we were very privileged to hear one of the most moving and inspiring speakers I have come across in my time in Rotary. Lee Lucas told her sad, harrowing, yet, in parts, uplifting life story which held the audience in awe and left me stunned. What Lee has endured; having loved ones wrenched from their families, a life of "being different", being abused, suffering racial prejudice in the extreme and not knowing her mother, we simply cannot begin to understand. 
 

No doubt, Lee's strong constitution, her sense of social justice and her firm religious convictions have allowed her to rise above these setbacks which would have left a lesser person floundering by the wayside. Lee's story came straight from the heart, was delivered in such a gentle yet forceful manner and was made all the more compelling with the intermingling of her own poetry and music. Lee is one very talented and impressive lady and I am sure all the club members wish her well with her one-person concert at the Joan Sutherland Centre on Saturday, 17 October.
20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary? . . . continued

4. Leadership Development: Rotary is an organisation of leaders. Serving in Rotary positions is like tertiary education learning how to motivate, influence and lead leaders.

5. Citizenship in the Community: Membership in a Rotary Club makes one a better community citizen. Rotary clubs consist of some of the most active citizens of our community. 

6. Continuing Education: Each week at Rotary there is a program designed to keep one informed about what is going on in the community, country and the world. Each meeting provides an opportunity to listen to speakers on a variety of timely topics.

More next week.

The Great Australian Bike Ride Passes the Half Way Mark

Riders left Perth on Sunday 16th August heading for Bunbury, Margaret River, Katanning, Mt Barker, Albany, Gnowangerup before their next rest day at Esperance on Saturday 29th August. Raising funds for and awareness of, mental health issues the Australian Rotary Health sponsored event will finish on World Mental Heath Day on 10 October in Melbourne. Follow the event at www.greataustralianbikeride.org.au
Do you have any Club Equipment in Safe Keeping?

If so the “Asset Management Committee” would be keen to hear from you. Over 100 substantial items of club equipment have so far been tagged and had their location recorded in our updated asset register. Please send details of equipment not yet tagged to Roger. Our expanded safe storage facilities at Attunga Road are available to take any gear you would like to get out of your garage or from under the bed. PS: the 1,500 Cootamundra gnomes are exempt and will not be given individual asset numbers! 

Job Advice and Mentoring 4 Students Program 

In an increasingly competitive job market, the importance of choosing the right path for a new school leaver has never been more crucial. Mentors sought are retired, semi retired, or available volunteers who are able to share their expertise with students for a one hour session once a week during school hours. Mentors are provided with one day of training at Kingswood TAFE and will receive a Statement of Attainment. Students chosen will indicate they are motivated to learn more about the best way to achieve their job goals. Mentors will visit secondary schools working with senior students in trade workshops, helping them understand where their trade or subject can take them and providing advice to students based on the years of experience they have had in their chosen field.  More information is on the club web site.
Markets

The weather for the markets was perfect and the crowds poured in to make our monthly markets one of the most successful, so far. Once again, extra food was required to keep the BBQ stocked to meet demand. This time, we needed 100 extra sausages, emptied the local butcher of minute steaks and also purchased more bread. Normally, we only need quantities greater than this for Australia Day and the Glenbrook Spring Festival. Our markets are now well entrenched in the social calendars of many locals and it is great to see familiar faces return each month, as well as our long list of regular stall holders.
Many thanks to all who assisted on the day.

Trivia Night

Saturday 26th September, ‘Trivia with a Difference’ 7.00p.m. – 10.30 p.m.      Cost is $8.00 p.p. plus B.Y.O. beverages and nibbles. 
Tea/Coffee Cake/Biscuits supplied. 
Venue: Blaxland Community Hall, Hope St Blaxland. 

Bring along your friends, family make up a group. Definitely will not be too challenging. A list will be out soon for the numbers attending.
Speaker Program:

19th August (Wednesday):    Paul Lumtin, the ill-fated 1998 Sydney-
                                           Hobart Yacht Race AT WALLACIA $17pp
25th August:                         John Wakefield, Chief Investigator of the 




         Appin Mine Disaster
                                           Presentation on 2020 District Convention
                                           Brief General Meeting to ratify Rotary      



         Constitution
31st August

         Applications for 2010 GSE team members

                                           close 

1st September:

         Fathers’ Day evening. Guests welcome. 




         Please contact Joan with numbers.
8th September:

         Official Visit to Club by District Governor 




         Paul Reid
15th September:
Return visit by local GSE Team following trip to Brazil
Diary Dates:
Aug 19             Wallacia-Mulgoa/Lower Blue joint transfer dinner meeting

Aug 27

ROYA Awards – Marconi Club

Aug 28

Daffodil Day

Sep 1

Fathers’ Day Evening – guests invited – contact Joan with

                       numbers
Sep 19

September Market

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Nov 14

Glenbrook Spring Festival

Dec 18             Progressive Christmas Night dinner. More details to follow.

Feb 6-7            Experience a wonderful weekend away at the Nan Tien 

                       Temple, near Wollongong. More information later.
Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter             Intro              Thanks 
                 
19/8
    N/A               Joint meeting to be held at Wallacia-Mulgoa                                              25/8    Mick Harriden/Geoff Hawken       Ross Horne          Drew Fitzpatrick  Barry Fraser

1/9      Heather Ch./John Hope              Trevor Lloyd         Paul Jeffress       Ken Linfoot
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note
NOAH TODAY

In the year 2009, the Lord came unto Noah, who was now living in the United States and said:

"Once again, the earth has become wicked and over-populated and I see the end of all flesh before me. Build another Ark and save 2 of every living thing along with a few good humans." 

He gave Noah the blueprints, saying: "You have 6 months to build the Ark before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights."

Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his yard - but no Ark.

"Noah!," He roared, "I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?"

"Forgive me, Lord," begged Noah, "but things have changed. I needed a building permit."
"I've been arguing with the inspector about the need for a sprinkler system."
"My neighbours claim that I've violated the neighbourhood zoning laws by building the Ark in my yard and exceeding the height limitations. We had to
go to the Development Appeal Board for a decision."

"Then the Department of Transportation demanded a bond be posted for the future costs of moving power lines and other overhead obstructions, to clear the passage for the Ark's move to the sea. I told them that the sea would be coming to us but they would hear nothing of it."

"Getting the wood was another problem. There's a ban on cutting local trees in order to save the spotted owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists that I needed the wood to save the owls - but no go!"

"When I started gathering the animals, an animal rights group sued me. They insisted that I was confining wild animals against their will. They argued the accommodations were too restrictive and it was cruel and inhumane to put so many animals in a confined space."

"Then the EPA ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until they'd conducted an environmental impact study on your proposed flood."

"I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Human Rights Commission on how many minorities I'm supposed to hire for my building crew."

"Immigration and Naturalization are checking the green-card status of most of the people who want to work."

"The trades unions say I can't use my sons. They insist I have to hire only Union workers with Ark-building experience."

"To make matters worse, the IRS seized all my assets, claiming I'm trying to leave the country illegally with endangered species."

"So, forgive me, Lord but it will take at least 10 years for me to finish this Ark."

"Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine and a rainbow stretched across the sky."

Noah looked up in wonder and asked, "You mean you're not going to destroy the world?"

"No," said the Lord. The GOVERNMENT beat me to it."

 

