Tuesday August 11, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
It is my intention that the club would take a more "hands-on" approach to its activities this year and the first of these is about to come to fruition. Following an excellent suggestion from Del Jeal, we have been beavering away with plans to install a pilot vegetable garden at Emu Plains Public School. Such a project has many positive attributes for all concerned - Rotary, the school, the pupils and the community the school serves. 
 

The school principal, Tony Best, is very enthusiastic, as is Madeleine Chan, the head of school's environment club. The environment club boasts around 100 members with seven Year 6 kids and Madeleine forming the committee. We are confident that, by being involved in the vegetable garden, the children will gain a greater understanding of where food comes from, how it is grown, what fresh food tastes like, how to care for the environment and how to plan for the different food growing seasons. 
 

By the time you are reading this newsletter, both Del and I will have attended the school's P&C meeting where we will have explained the plan and what we are aiming to achieve for Rotary and the school. From my initial discussions with the P&C, they are also keen to see the project implemented.  
 

We have booked Friday 11th and Saturday 12th September to start construction of the garden. This will allow for the pupils to see the work as it progresses and also allow for all club members to become involved. Once the garden is established, we anticipate visiting the school once or twice a term to check it over, meet with students and give a hand where necessary. Over time, the school will assume full responsibility for the garden and the club will move onto another school in our area to repeat the process. 
 

The First Month is In 

Our meeting attendance stats for July (78.8%) have now been passed on to District 9690.  Don’t forget, if you miss a Tuesday meeting you can “make- up” by participating in a Club project, attending a meeting of another Rotary Club, a Board, Club Committee or District Meeting, etc. However, you must claim your make-ups, it’s impossible for the Club Secretary to be aware of every member’s Rotary activities. Either have your make-ups recorded at the door on Tuesdays or advise Jan Winterburn by e-mail along the lines of – “ I have a make up for my missed meeting on the 11th August, I helped at the Markets on the 15th August.” You can claim make-ups two weeks either side of your missed meeting. If you are going to be absent for a protracted period, apply for ‘leave of absence” which the Club Board will grant for any reasonable purpose (work, family, illness, personal etc). There are plenty of options to keep your attendance over the required 50% -congratulations to those achieving 100% so far.     

20 Answers to the Question: Why Join Rotary?   

1. Friendship: In an increasingly complex world, Rotary provides one of the most basic human needs: the need for friendship and fellowship. It is one of two reasons why Rotary began in 1905.

2. Business Development: The second original reason for Rotary’s beginning is business development. Everyone needs to network. Rotary consist of a cross section of the community. Its members come from every walk of life. Rotarians help each other and collectively help others.

3. Personal Growth: Membership in Rotary continues one’s growth and education in human relations and personal development.  

More next week.
Operation Cleft
Sale of jams made by various members and partners has raised $61 for this worthwhile programme. Thanks to those who were involved for their support.
Yulefest

$302 was raised for the Lower Blue Mountains Family Support Christmas Appeal at our recent Yulefest night. Many thanks to the social committee for putting this enjoyable night together, with special thanks going to Jan and Roger for hosting the evening.

Markets

Don’t forget, next weekend is our monthly markets. Please contact Chris Shearston if you can assist on the BBQ and Roger or Del if you can spare some time on the Rotary Information Stall.
Speaker Program:

11th August: Sue Wildman and Lee       Aboriginal Roman Catholic Ministry on a 

                    Lucas (Poet & Composer) planned musical performance for the    

                                                         group 
19th Aug (Wednesday):                        Paul Lumtin, the ill-fated 1998 Sydney-
                                                         Hobart Yacht Race AT WALLACIA $17pp
25th August:                                       John Wakefield, Chief Investigator of the 






Appin Mine Disaster
Presentation on 2020 District Convention
Brief General Meeting to ratify Rotary Constitution
31st August



Applications for 2010 GSE team members
close 
1st September:



Surprise program of Social Committee on 






Fathers' Day
8th September:



Official Visit to Club by District Governor 






Paul Reid
15th September:


Return visit by local GSE Team following 






trip to Brazil
Diary Dates:
Aug 15             Rotary Markets/Rotary Info Stall
Aug 19             Wallacia-Mulgoa/Lower Blue joint transfer dinner meeting

Aug 27

ROYA Awards – Marconi Club

Aug 28

Daffodil Day

Sep 26

Trivia Night with a Difference – Blaxland Community Centre

Mar 19-20
District Conference - Foster 

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter             Intro              Thanks 
                 
11/8    Louise Hughes/David Cook 
       Karalyn Brown      Ian Davis           Steven Wong
18/8    Mick Harriden/Geoff Hawken       Ross Horne          Drew Fitzpatrick  Barry Fraser

25/8    Heather Ch./John Hope              Trevor Lloyd         Paul Jeffress       Ken Linfoot
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note 
Many of our members are widely travelled, so I thought you might enjoy this. 
It was sent from Thomas Cook Holidays - listing some of the guests' complaints during the season. (Survey by Thomas Cook and ABTA)  
- "I think it should be explained in the brochure that the local store does not sell proper biscuits like custard creams or ginger nuts."   
- "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers to close in the afternoons.  I often needed to buy things during 'siesta' time - this should be banned."   
- "On my holiday to Goa in India , I was disgusted to find that almost every restaurant served curry. I don't like spicy food at all."   
- "We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told us we had to bring our swimming costumes and towels."   
- A tourist at a top African game lodge overlooking a waterhole, who spotted a visibly aroused elephant, complained that the sight of this rampant beast ruined his honeymoon by making him feel "inadequate". 
- A woman threatened to call police after claiming that she'd been locked in by staff when, in fact, she had mistaken the "do not disturb" sign on the back of the door as a warning to re main in the room.   
- "The beach was too sandy."   
- "We found the sand was not like the sand in the brochure. Your brochure shows the sand as yellow but it was white."   
- A guest at a Novotel in Australia complained his soup was too thick and strong. He was inadvertently slurping the gravy at the time.   
- "Topless sunbathing on the beach should be banned. The holiday was ruined as my husband spent all day looking at other women."   
- "We bought 'Ray-Ban' sunglasses for five Euros (£3.50) from a street trader, only to find out they were fake."   
- "No-one told us there would be fish in the sea. The children were startled." 
- "It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England it only took the Americans three hours to get home."   
- "I compared the size of our one-bedroom apartment to our friends' three-bedroom apartment and ours was significantly smaller."   
- "The brochure stated: 'No hairdressers at the accommodation'. We're trainee hairdressers - will we be OK staying here?"   
- "There are too many Spanish people. The receptionist speaks Spanish. The food is Spanish. Too many foreigners."   
- "We had to queue outside with no air conditioning."   
- "It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we travel."   
- "I was bitten by a mosquito - no-one said they could bite."   
- "My fiancé and I booked a twin-bedded room but we were placed in a double-bedded room. We now hold you responsible for the fact that I find myself pregnant. This would not have happened if you had put us in the room that we booked."  
