Tuesday July 28, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
It is said that there are only two certainties in life and they are death and taxes. Last week we were, in a roundabout sort of fashion, touched by both in Lower Blue Rotary. On Tuesday night we were entertained by Michael Carrick from Katoomba Rotary who gave us some very interesting insights into the funeral industry. Michael had numerous anecdotes from his time in the industry and opened up to us in a way that you would not normally expect from a funeral director. A little light has now been shed on a topic that is mostly spoken of in hushed tones. Well done, Michael.
 

On taxes, it is often said that Lotto and Lotteries are a tax on people who aren't particularly good at maths. That said, there is always a winner from these types of activities and in the case of our very own Community Chest Raffle, there are many winners. Most people buy a ticket on the understanding that there is a remote chance that they will win the major prize but, regardless, the money is going to a good cause and that is Rotary. We are now charged with the responsibility entrusted in us by those ticket purchasers of ensuring we spend the money wisely and to the benefit of communities locally, within Australia and overseas. Thanks to your excellent ticket selling skills we now have around $3,500 "in kitty" to do precisely that by way of Service Projects and worthwhile donations. Well done, Lower Blue Club members.
Rotaract Facts

What is Rotaract? – A service organisation for young adults. Rotaract clubs are part of the global effort to bring about peace and international understanding to the world.  
Who are Rotaractors? – Young professionals and university students. 
What does Rotaract Do? – All clubs undertake 3 types of activities in varying degrees: professional development, leadership development and service projects. How is Rotaract different from Rotary? – Rotaractors are aged between 18-30. While each Rotaract Club is sponsored by a local Rotary Club, Rotaract Clubs conduct their own programs and service activities. 
Where is the nearest Club? Our sponsored club is Gunargarang Rotaract. They meet on Mondays twice monthly, alternately at the Blaxland Tavern and the Emu Sports Club- Rotarians are welcome.  

Markets Information Stall 

At the 15th August Markets, we will be launching our new “Rotary Information Stall’ which will be located at “Site 80” on the pathway to the Park Street Gate and within smelling distance of the BBQ. A joint project of the membership & publicity teams, the aim is to provide a ‘shopfront’ for our club, promoting projects and activities and hopefully generating membership enquiries. Displays will change from month to month and with our new pull up banners, a TV/DVD facility, colourful information posters and handouts should attract plenty of interest. We will also locate our ‘Win a New Car’ ticket selling here and handle any market related enquiries. If you enjoy the market atmosphere, putting your name down on the Information Stall roster will give another opportunity to get involved. More information is available from Roger Winterburn or Del Jeal.        

 

Yule Fest – Saturday 1st August 

Don’t forget to rug up for our first social event of the year as we will be dining outside to get the full winter Yule Fest experience! For those who have  booked in but not yet paid, please do so by Tuesday latest. $18.00 pp (BYO) for a three course traditional meal, is excellent value. While not designed to be a fund raising event, any surplus from the night will contribute to our Lower Mountains Family Support goal. You might like to bring along a gold coin or two as Sergeant Santa may fly in during the evening. Time is 5.30pm for 6.00pm. Late comers may miss out on the mulled wine! 
Behind the Scenes

If you missed going along to the July (or future) Board meetings, but would like to know what’s going on behind the scenes, the Members Area of the Club Web Site is the place to look. Here you will find the Directors monthly reports and the Board minutes. These will usually be up about 10 days after each Board Meeting. The August Board meeting has been moved from Wednesday 19th August to Tuesday 18th August at Jan Clark’s home to accommodate our transferred club meeting with Wallacia – Mulgoa Valley Club. 

RYDA

Our club’s day to help with the RYDA (Rotary Young Driver Awarness) program

is coming up on Thursday 6th August.
We need 3 volunteers to help guide the students from Blaxland H.S around the

different activities on the day at Penrith Lakes. 
Ben will provide more information at the meeting on Tuesday but please volunteer for this worthwhile program. Contact Ben to register.

From experience, your Editor found it a most interesting and rewarding day. Sit in on some of the information sessions – I can guarantee, you will learn something.
Operation Cleft
Most members will have received a note from Joan on this subject but here is a reminder:

Paul Pollett wants everyone to know that on Tuesday, he will have mandarins and oranges for sale...$3 per bag...all proceeds to Operation Cleft. Paul assures everyone, they are really sweet. 
Trivia Night – Penrith Carer Car Project

Nepean Rowing Club is the venue for a night of fun entertainment that will raise funds for this worthwhile project. If you would like to go, contact Danielle on 0409366000. Entry is $10/head. Date: 1 August. Time – 7pm. For more info, visit www.penrithcarercarproject.org.au/trivia night

Personal Notices

The following note has been received from Carolyn Fitzpatrick regarding Drew’s health.

“Just to let you know that Drew was released from ICU yesterday after 8 days there and is now in ward 5A. He is still requiring high flows of oxygen (30 litres/minute at 50% concentration) but is not on any drips, medications etc. He has requested his laptop, his mail and both the SMH and Australian to read, so as you can probably tell, he is getting back to his old self with remarkable rapidity, given how very ill he has been. No news yet on when he might be allowed home but we've been told that he has to be able to get by with 4 L/minute of oxygen. Thank you for all your love and kind wishes.  Carolyn”

It was great to see Ross Horne back among us last week. Everyone wishes you all the best, Ross.

Your Editor has received some funny emails from Vic Girgenti, so it is clear his (warped) sense of humour is well and truly in evidence. Great to hear from you, Vic. We are looking forward to seeing you back with us soon.
Speaker Program:

28th July:      Rod Lowe                 "Prostate Health"  Men's Health Ambassador

                                                   Program

4th August:   Col Jennings, Ross Wymark (painter) and Liz Murray (photographer

                   And musician)           “One in Five” Creative Arts Association 

11th August: Sue Wildman             Aboriginal Roman Catholic Ministry on a 

                                                   planned musical performance for the group                   

Diary Dates:
Aug 1

Yulefest

Aug 8

Gunagarang Rotaract Change Over dinner

Aug 15             Rotary Markets

Aug 19             Wallacia-Mulgoa/Lower Blue joint transfer dinner meeting

Aug 28

Daffodil Day

Duties: 
Date
   Cash

   
        Greeter             Intro              Thanks 
                 
28/7    Susan Wakefield/Jeff Egan         John Wakefield      David Arnold       John Keogh

4/8      Graeme Bell/Brian Bonham        Peter Agar             Sue Bell             Bob Aitken

11/8    Heather Chourlianis/David Cook Karalyn Brown       Ian Davis           John Dawson

18/8    Mick Harriden/Geoff Hawken      Ross Horne         Drew Fitzpatrick    Barry Fraser

25/8    Louise Hope/John Hope             Trevor Lloyd         Paul Jeffress        Ken Linfoot
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note 
If you ever feel a little bit stupid, just dig this up and read it again; you'll begin to think you're a genius.
Question: If you could live forever, would you and why? 
Answer: 'I would not live forever, because we should not live forever, because if we were supposed to live forever, then we would live forever, but we cannot live forever, which is why I would not live forever,' 
-- Miss Alabama in the 1994 Miss USA contest . 
'Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but not with all those flies and death and stuff.' 
--Mariah Carey 
'Smoking kills.  If you're killed, you've lost a very important part of your life.' 
-- Brooke Shields, during an interview to become spokesperson for federal anti-smoking campaign. 
'I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body.' 
-- Winston Bennett, University of Kentucky basketball forward. 
'Outside of the killings, Washington has one of the lowest crime rates in the country.' 
--Mayor Marion Barry, Washington , DC 
'That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a jackass, and I'm just the one to do it.' 
--A congressional candidate in Texas 
'Half this game is ninety percent mental.' 
--Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark 
'It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities in our air and water that are doing it.' 
--Al Gore, Vice President 
'I love California. I practically grew up in Phoenix ' 
-- Dan Quayle while campaigning 
'We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need ?' 
--Lee Iacocca 
'The word 'genius' isn't applicable in football. A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein.' 
--Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback & sports analyst. 
'Your food stamps will be stopped effective March 1992 because we received notice that you passed away. May God bless you. You may reapply if there is a change in your circumstances.' 
--Department of Social Services, Greenville, South Carolina 
'Traditionally, most of Australia 's imports come from overseas.' 
--Keppel Enderbery 
'If somebody has a bad heart, they can plug this jack in at night as they go to bed and it will monitor their heart throughout the night. And the next morning, when they wake up dead, there'll be a record.' 
--Mark S. Fowler, FCC Chairman 

