Tuesday July 21, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
At last week's Board meeting, among other things, we had a discussion about the format of the SPOKE. Ideas were tossed around with some previous SPOKE compilers offering thoughts on "how it used to be done" and others offering views on the content they would like to see included. Certainly we should see the Spoke as an evolving means of club communication. 
 

One aspect which particularly hit a chord with me and maybe others at the meeting was from Alan Clarke and had to do with those who have extended absences from the club. Whilst journeying around Australia, Alan would log onto the Lower Blue web page from time to time and access the SPOKE so as to get the low-down on what's happening in the club. His experiences were mixed - some editions were full of news and others not so. 
 

This got us thinking about the structure and content of the SPOKE and the relevance of information reported. A general consensus was that it should contain a mixture of reports on past happenings, together with information on upcoming events. 
 

The Board is, however, interested in how all members feel about their club newsletter. Do you have strong views either way on the information reported and how it is presented? If so, we would love to hear from you. After all, this is your newsletter reporting on information about your club. 
Asset Management Committee Formed  

Welcome to Geoff Hawken, John Hope, Bob Jeal and Roger Winterburn (reporting to Treasurer Alan & Secretary Jan) who have put up their hands to form the nucleus of our grandly named “Asset Management Committee”. Charged with the task of the care, maintenance and storage of our increasing quantity in volume and value of club equipment, their first action will be the set up of our additional storage unit at Self Storage Plus in Attunga Road. Included in this will be the updating of our club asset register, required for insurance and legal compliance. Also being considered is how we might best maintain our assets – some of which we now do well, in other cases where improvements may be possible. All of this will help our Club and Service Projects function even better.  

Club Web Site – Members Area 
This is where you will find the answers to questions about what’s happening in our Club. Need to check a members contact details, read the Directors plans for the year ahead, catch up on the latest Board meeting minutes, this is where you will find them. A full calendar of the year is also maintained here. Everyone should have received their username/password from Bob Jeal. If yours have gone into cyberspace or has been eaten by the dog contact, Bob. Ideas of what you would like to see or not see in the members area, are welcome –perhaps a discussion forum? Have a chat to the “web mistress”, Del Jeal.    

Flagpole Tidy Up 

On Wednesday 22nd July a working bee will be held at the Glenbrook Flag Pole Precinct to give the area a tidy up and prune before Spring. Meet at 8.30am and the task is expected to take no more than 1 hour, after which we will adjourn across the road for coffee to discuss the meaning of life (42?) and view our handiwork from afar. More info from Roger Winterburn. 
A note from “der Gnomemaster”

Planning needs to commence quite shortly for the next Gnome Convention, happening on Australia Day 2010. As mentioned recently I am looking for help this year in the various aspects required to put together this great event.
Jan W, Joan and David A have so far volunteered for the committee and we would like a few others to join in before we convene a meeting. Those people who have helped with registration, set up and promoting the event in past years, are welcome to give me a call or see me at the meeting, as is anybody else who would like to get involved.
Rotary Institutes

There is no secret handshake in Rotary but some members are not familiar with the Rotary Institutes. Here is a brief explanation --- 
Rotary International's 30,000 (approx) Clubs are organised into some 530 Districts, which are then grouped into 34 Zones. 
There are two Zones that we should be aware; zone 7 and 8. Rotary International Director John Lawrence, from Queensland, is also Director of Zones 7 & 8. This is a geographical area containing Districts of South Pacific and Phillipines Rotary Districts, administered by the team from Parramatta. Harley Tarrant from Strathfield Club used to be the CEO. 
Now, all these Rotary Districts of Zones 7 & 8 are collectively subdivided into 3 Institutes ( Australian ...actually Zone 8, New Zealand and Philippines), comprising Rotary International Officers that include for the most part District Governors past, present and incoming. 
They have their own gathering, the Institute and the next meeting of the Australian Zone 8 Institute is at Newcastle in November. The Institute meeting is comprised of three days scheduled for pre Institute training for the new recruits (those incoming DGNs), followed by the Institute for the oldies (the newies are now also oldies) over a further three days. The new President of Rotary International John Kenny will open the Newcastle Institute. If all eligible past officers were to attend, the Institute would fill the Civic Centre at Newcastle.  
Please Note
Please make a note in your diaries that our August 18th meeting will be transferred to Wednesday, 19th August, at Wallacia-Mulgoa for a combined meeting, dinner and a great speaker. Paul Lumtin, who was Navigator on Board the ill fated Winston Churchill yacht, which took part in the 1998 Sydney to Hobart yacht race is the speaker. This promises to be an exciting and interesting evening !   
Reminder next Tuesday we will need final numbers for the Yulefest dinner on 1st August, at the Winterburns’. $18.00 p.p. to be paid in advance. Please let me know the numbers at our meeting next week and payment can be made at the door.
Winnebago BBQ

On Friday ,10th, 7 of our members served the staff at the Winnebago Emu Plains factory with a BBQ lunch, funded by the management, as a thank you for meeting production and safety targets. The sausage and onion in a roll was well accepted by the workers and many backed up for “seconds”, which speaks well  for the quality and the acceptance of Rotary serving the community. The Club’s funds were boosted by around $280 and our exposure by much more. Mention was made that our club would be considered for future days at Winnebago. 
The last of our team to leave the were taken on a guided tour of the facility in David Rd, which was very impressive, with assembly lines set out for maximum accessibility. QC functions are a high priority and evident in the standard and quality of the finished product. 
For those who are interested, factory tours operate every Friday from 1:15pm. Phone 4735 8116 or email info@winnebago.com.au to book your tour.
Markets
Our monthly markets were held under cloudless skies on Saturday and were crowded all day. The BBQ crew worked flat out and extra bread and snags had to be purchased on the day to satisfy demand. Peter would like to thank all who volunteered to help make it a highly successful day.
Speaker Program:

14th July:     Pres Frank Behl        Club Forum
21st July:     Michael Carrick (PP Katoomba Rotary)    "All you ever wanted to ask
                                                  about funerals, but…” – a light hearted look at

                                                  the funeral industry,  

28th July:      Rod Lowe                 "Prostate Health"  Men's Health Ambassador

                                                   Program

4th August:   Col Jennings, Ross Wymark (painter) and Liz Murray (photographer

                   And musician)           “One in Five” Creative Arts Association 

11th August: Sue Wildman             Aboriginal Roman Catholic Ministry on a 

                                                   Planned musical performance for the group                   

Diary Dates:
Jul 22

Flagpole tidy up working bee – 0830 Glenbrook Park
Aug 1

Yulefest

Aug 8

Gunagarang Rotaract Change Over dinner

Aug 15             Rotary Markets

Aug 19             Wallacia-Mulgoa/Lower Blue joint transfer dinner meeting

Aug 28

Dafodil Day

Duties: 

Date
   Cash

   
     Greeter             Intro              Thanks 
                 
21/7    Hilary Smith/Ervins Trankels     Chris Shearston   Evan Stevens     Gillian Thompson

28/7    Susan Wakefield/Jeff Egan        Heather Watkins  John Wakefield   John Keogh
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note 
Signs from Africa
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