Tuesday July 14, 2009                                                                                 

Frankly speaking....
It's amazing how many interesting "life and times" stories we Rotarians have and John Dawson's entertaining talk this week was no exception. John certainly has an engaging style and kept us all enthralled with colourful "war stories" from his past. He has certainly come into contact with some rather infamous characters. I think John should write a book about his experiences – it would make interesting and entertaining reading. 

Also, it was a privilege to present Paul Jeffress with his "year in reflection" pictorial montage to recognise another successful year for Lower Blue under his leadership. Bob Aitken's tireless work to ensure this important tradition is carried on each year is appreciated. Similarly, Roger Winterburn's stewardship of the Glenbrook Flag Pole area deserves recognition as well. 

Roger can be relied upon to venture out, regardless of the time of day or weather conditions, to make sure official protocols are observed in the community.
Don’t forget, this week’s meeting is Club Forum. If you have anything that you think should be discussed by the Club, please forward it to President Frank before Tuesday.

It was good to welcome back our intrepid travellers, John and Susan Wakefield, David Cook and Bob Aitken. In the next couple of weeks, they will be giving us a rundown on the key messages they received at the recent International Conference. 

As club members are no doubt aware, Bob’s home was unfortunately burgled while he and Ann were in the UK and Bob announced that he has been overseeing fortification of Aitken Manor to prevent any such recurrence. Here is a snap of the finished work:
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Rotary International Survey
Rotary International is interested in what club members worldwide have to say. Between now and September, RI will conduct three surveys via e-mail and post. The surveys will cover a variety of topics, including the RI Strategic Plan 2007-10, district conferences, and Rotary institutes, and will be sent to a sample of Rotarians.                                                                                                      If you receive a survey, please take the time to complete and submit it. Your input will help RI provide more effective and relevant service and support to all Rotarians, and help guide the organization in the future.
Trustee Chairman’s Message                                                                         A road map to our Foundation’s future 
As we begin our new Rotary year, we look out upon a landscape of challenges and possibilities. We are at the beginning of a new journey together – and, as with every journey, it is a good idea to begin with a map. This is why, every year, we set goals for our Rotary Foundation. They help us stay focused on where we’re going, and they keep us all traveling in the same direction, on the same Rotary path.                                                                                                             It should be no surprise to any Rotarian that our first goal in 2009-10 will be the eradication of polio. This is Rotary’s primary goal as an organization and will remain so until it is achieved. The direct role of The Rotary Foundation in supporting this goal is to help meet Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge and to raise awareness that the fight against polio is not yet over.                               Our second goal is to work through our Foundation to achieve a better world through the six areas of focus of the Future Vision Plan. They are: 

· Peace and conflict prevention/resolution 

· Disease prevention and treatment 

· Water and sanitation 

· Maternal and child health 

· Basic education and literacy 

· Economic and community development 

Our third goal is to implement the Future Vision Plan, which will help revitalize and strengthen our Foundation so it can adequately support another century of Rotary service. And our fourth goal is to support the Every Rotarian, Every Year initiative and the Permanent Fund so all of our Foundation’s good work may continue. 

I am glad to be embarking on this new Rotary journey with you. The Future of Rotary Is in Your Hands – and the future of our Foundation is as well. 

Glenn E. Estess Sr. 
Foundation Trustee Chair 

Yulefest:

Jan and Roger Winterburn have kindly opened their home to host this event on August 1. Cost is $18/head and all money is to be paid by July 21. Please contact Jan Clark for more details. Wrap up warmly, as this event is being held outdoors.

Markets:

Our monthly markets are on next Saturday (July 18). There has already been a great response from volunteers but there are still a couple of places to fill between 12 & 2 on the BBQ and from 2pm onwards to help tidy up. If you can assist at these times, please either email Peter Agar or add your name to the list at Tuesday’s meeting.
Peter will email the full roster later in the week.

Personal Notices

All members send get well wishes to Ross Horne. We all hope to see you back wish us soon, Ross.

Condolences to John Keogh on the passing of his mother. John, I understand your mother was 96. She must have lived an interesting life and seen many changes. All the best to you and Gail.
Speaker Program:

14th July:     Pres Frank Behl        Club Forum
21st July:     Michael Carrick (PP Katoomba Rotary)    "All you ever wanted to ask
                                                  about funerals, but…….                   
Diary Dates:

July 8

Penrith Valley Changeover

July 15

Board Meeting

July 18

Rotary Markets

Aug 1

Yulefest

Duties: 

Date
   Cash

   
     Greeter             Intro              Thanks 
14/7    Kathy Powell/Gavin Reid           Fiona McCulloch       N/A           Club Forum
                 

21/7    Hilary Smith/Ervins Trankels     Chris Shearston   Evan Stevens     Gillian Thompson

28/7    Susan Wakefield/Jeff Egan        Heather Watkins  John Wakefield   John Keogh
If you cannot fulfil your duties on these dates, please let Peter Agar know ASAP.

Useful Links:
http://rotarnet.com.au/lowerbluemountains
Rotary Down Under – http://rotarydownunder.com.au
District – http://rotary9690.org.au
http://australiangnomeconvention.com.au
http://nb.au.com/australiaday
On a Lighter Note 
Life boils down to 2 questions:
Should I get a dog?
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Or, should I have children?
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