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The Epping Mission Statement… 
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What a great night we had last Monday. It was wonderful hearing from 
our three newest members about their interesting lives todate, plus their 
hopes and ambitions for the future. We certainly have some excellent 
talent in our ranks, and no doubt this young new expertise will be used to 
good effect in the further development of The Rotary Club of Epping. 
 
Stephen Wright operating his own Epping business provides Financial 
Planning Consultancy Services, his vocation for the last 12 years. 
Stephen has had the honour bestowed upon him of being a member of 
the acclaimed worldwide Million Dollar Round Table Club through 
personal achievements. He shall be of assistance to our club in many 
avenues I’m sure. Will this include helping us reach our fitness and loss of 
weight objectives? I hope so for Stephen has always been a keen all round sports person, with notable 
achievements, and continues to run three times a week.  
 
Anthony Wright possesses an extremely interesting background and excellent tertiary qualifications. His career 
ranges from learning the teaching profession, through to being a NSW police man, with very interesting tasks; 
including the roll out of a Behavioural Change Program, plus the study - then introduction of Call Centres for 
efficiency in the community. This has been followed by the management of many very large interesting and 
sophisticated, high value, technology based projects for Westpac, Vodafone, ITV (UK), Barclays Bank (UK), 
etc. These days Anthony works for BT Financial Group, as a Consultant, and continues in his profession by 
evaluating current methods, proposing new systems, through to implementing his recommendations, and final 
hand-over. No doubt Rotary will further enhance Anthony’s skill set!!!  
 
Virender Kamboj, our local Pharmacist at The Chemist Warehouse, immigrated with his wife and two children 
to Sydney from Meerud, a town near Delhi, India 6years ago. Having a Pharmacy Degree, with Honours (from 
India), and a Masters in Pharmacy (NSW), Virender is well qualified in his chosen vocation. He has high 
business ethics, and intends continuing to use these, by helping the elderly in particular in their medication 
needs, by offering and recommending the best / most suitable uncomplicated pharmaceuticals – often resulting 
in less medication, on a personal basis.  Virender is keen to serve Rotary and in particular the local community. 
Maybe I can have my Rotary Shirt back that I loaned Virender to assist at The Epping Street Fair several 
months ago – with being allocated his own now!!! 
 
It was my honour, at our last meeting, to induct Hannah Gordon into our club. Hannah has assisted the club 
previously by helping to pack the Show Bags for The Epping Street Fair, etc. Hannah was born in Paddington 
then at the age of 9 moved to Tamworth with her family. She returned to Sydney to study for a Bachelor of 
Arts in Education. Since obtaining her degree Hannah has taught at high schools, primary schools and 
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colleges; specialising in Art Work for those with disabilities. Currently she is working with the Historic Trust 
of NSW, as a teacher/guide, preparing, delivering, and evaluating educational programs. Her family has a 
history of involvement and membership in Rotary which Hannah intends to continue to 

enhance.  
 
The Rotary Club of Epping warmly welcomes these new members with open arms and considerable 
enthusiasm. We trust you will take advantage and thoroughly enjoy all that Rotary has to offer.   

 
 
This coming Monday night I have the further privilege of inducting another new member; Katrina Scott the 
wife of Anthony mentioned above –fantastic.  
 
I mentioned at our last dinner meeting that Ross Hinton’s mother is seriously ill and therefore Ross has 
requested Leave of Absence, effective immediately, for the remainder of this calendar year.  We need some 
one to put their hand up to fill the role of Director, Vocational Service, whilst Ross is away - if you could help 
then that would be most appreciated? 
  
Yours in Rotary,  

������������������������
Roger Dunn, President Elect. 
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Date Topic Avenue of 
Service 

Comment 

Mon 23rd 
July 

Vanuatu & SewAid 
Tony Castley 

International  

Mon 30th 
July 

New Rotaract Club 
Planning Meeting 

Youth  

Mon 6th 
August 

Club Assembly Club  

Mon 13th 
August tba   

Mon 20th 
August 

Membership Night 
Health/Well-being Topic 

Club  

Mon 27th 
August 

Greg Smith 
Local State Member Community  

� � � �
����������	
���	� 

 
 
 

�
���������������������� ����

������	��	����	�����	
 

SewAid & Vanuatu 
DGE Tony Castley 

 
New Member Induction 

Katrina Scott 
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Last Monday evening we had very interesting presentations from three new members  Stephen Wright, 
Anthony Scott and Verender Kamboj, each of whom gave a warm insight to their lives thus far. 
 
Stephen  informed us that he was born in South Africa and moved to Australia when two years of age. At 
the age of five moved to Coogee and attended Coogee Primary School where he participated in running and 
athletics. After primary school he attended Randwick Boys High School to year ten, participating in 
athletics, cricket and rugby. For years eleven and twelve he attended Waverley College. At Waverley he was 
athletics captain and won the Combined Associated Schools 1500 metre Championship,came second in the 
NSW all Schools Championship and played rugby and cricket. 
At University he completed a Bachelor of Commerce Degree at the UNI.of NSW participating in athletics 
there. His first job was as Sales executive at John Fairfax selling advertising space for the Herald and 
Fin.Review. After a year he decided to work in the banking scene and did so with the Commonwealth, 
National Australia and Citibank, where he stayed for three and a half years and enjoyed working  there as an 
account executive involved with customers of substantial wealth. 
Deciding on a break from banking he departed for Europe and South Africa and gained a different 
perspective on life. Following his return enrolled at Sydney University and completed a Post Graduate 
Diploma at the School of Economics where he met his wife Karen , marrying her three years later. Now 
after almost ten years they have two children William aged 2  and  Alison aged 5. 
After Uni., he accepted  a position with MLC  as a Financial Planner –first year no wages, on commission 
only! Stephen has continued on as a Financial Planner in a Self Employed capacity for twelve years, having 
operated from his consultancy office at Epping for the past six years, working (which he enjoys every day) 
with his Personal Assistant, whom he employs three days a week.   
He keeps fit –runs three times a week. Has been a member of Toastmasters and had the honour of 
membership of the Million Dollar Round Table worldwide group, for top 7% of financial planning 
professionals. Philosophically minded he attended the School of Philosophy for four years and has four 
important goals for life: 
To be a good husband to his wife 
To be good father to his children 
To be a dependable and professional advisor to his clients and help them 
To serve and help others.  
 
 
Anthony spoke about his interesting, challenging achievements and experiences as a former police 
officer,as former general manager of Vodafone and other major projects in which he has been involved,. 
After leaving school he attended University with the aim of studying teaching. Three months into the course  
he decided to join the police force  where he could combine his  university studies whilst working for the 
NSW Police Department.In addition to the Cabramatta Patrol he served at Glebe and Head office active with 
the Behavioural Change Program for a period of six years during which time he completed a Bachelor of 
Education, Business and Psychology Degrees. 
During his association with the Behavioural Change Program he researched and designed ways to enable 
police to be used more pro-actively in reducing crime rather than spending majority of their time making 
reports of crime. He investigated the use of call centres as a mechanism for reporting crime, so designed  to 
free up police to undertake that pro-active role. His recommendations have been operating successfully for 
several years now. 
Subsequently he left the police department  to manage a project for Westpac Bank in their Card services 
Department. His role there was to implement  technology which would increase productivity and 
effectiveness of  the Bank,through the implementation of methodologies and framework to ensure 
improvement  in individual performance and management practices with staff. 
Several years later He was offered a senior management contract with Vodafone with responsibility for the  
management of three companies which acquired and managed customers on behalf of Vodafone. 
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Anthony then moved to the UK and headed a project for ITV digital. His role there was to improve 
productivity  and effectiveness of that operation with emphasis on improving the quality of service delivery, 
the introduction of  a management structure that worked on the basis of coaching, leading and mentoring, 
multi-skilling staff and setting clearly defined goals and targets and KPI’s to staff. This he accomplished 
resulting in the reduction of the workforce from 10000 to 6000. This project completed he returned to 
Australia to work for a friend, the CEO of RML a publicly listed company. Given three months to integrate 
twenty two systems, create a streamlined management structure culture and turn the results to black.This he 
achieved!.mission accomplished! 
After all this he was invited to return to the UK to join Barclays Bank as Head of Merchants Service and 
Projects,with the responsibility of managing a country-wide “Chip and Pin” Credit/Savings Card Roll out. 
This was a significant change for the UK, as it was the first time customers had been required to use a Pin 
Number. Here he was responsible for 770 staff located  in Liverpool, Northampton and Teeside. 
Following a death in the family he returned to Australia and is now a consultant to the BT Financial Group, 
designing and implementing a new Superannuation Product across both BT and Westpac. 
He is married to Katrina (to be inducted tonight) a father to three sons and a daughter, enjoys cricket and is 
committed to serving his community through Rotary. 
�
Verender explained that he was born in Meerud a country town about sixty kms from Delhi - the Capital of 
India, where he spent fifteen years finishing his schooling. 
At the early age of fifteen he enrolled at the University of Delhi, studying for and graduating with an 
Honours Degree in Pharmacy. This study was followed by a Masters Degree also in  Pharmacy. 
His first job after graduating, was that of a lecturer in Pharmacy. After three years there he obtained a 
position as Auditor in the Health Department with responsibilities for enforcing laws relating medicines - a 
position he occupied for ten years ,until he migrated to Australia in 2001. 
After migrating to Australia, he obtained  his first job -a position as a Technical Officer with the Australian 
Red Cross Bank in Sydney and whilst there commenced  procedures for registration as a Pharmacist – the 
requirements for which  he completed in 2005.  
Since that time he has been working as a Community Pharmacist with the Chemist Warehouse in Rawson 
Street Epping. 
He has been married to Poonan for seventeen years and they have two children a son , Atishya aged 16  and 
a daughter Shriya aged 12.  
He is fond of travelling, having traversed most of India and now plans to travel Australia. 
His goals in life are to contribute to the Community with   the best of his knowledge and experience and to 
help our local Community through the Rotary Club of Epping.  
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Port Vila Hospital, Vanuatu – Linen Crisis 
 
As mentioned previously in RIM there is a crisis situation in Vanuatu with a desperate shortage of bed linen, 
with curtains being removed to be used as sheets. If you have any no-longer used single bedsheets and/or 
pillow cases please bring them this Monday and we will ensure they are included in the shipment being 
accumulated. 
 
Thanks, 
 

����������	
����
International Service Director 2007/08, 
�
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Fellows, we are giving you the choice of visiting beautiful Bathurst in the Springtime or being gridlocked in 
Sydney with George Bush and  APEC. 
 
The Bathurst Conference committee is planning a weekend away for members and partners in Bathurst  
from Friday 7 September to Sunday 9 September. This will be a chance for Epping members to see the 
Bathurst that you won’t see when you are involved in delivering Monica’s Conference in Bathurst next year 
from 6-9 March 2008. 
 
We have organised some sightseeing, some good restaurants and a chance to familiarise yourself with 
Bathurst and the venues for the conference. We are also expecting a contingent from Carlingford Club so 
there will be an opportunity to meet the people you will be working with at the conference. 
 
We are hoping to stay at the Bathurst Country Comfort motel where room rates range from $126 to $158 per 
night but we are negotiating a better rate. 
 
Please discuss with your partners and let me know on Monday night if you would like to come along for a 
great social weekend. 
 
Graham Stevens 
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The Travels of the Stewarts. It was most pleasant to meet up with PP David Stewart last Monday Evening. 
David and Joan had just returned from a lengthy trip overseas. avid reports that it all was most enjoyable, 
particularly as it was a trip of many facets, a mixture of independent travel, bus and walking tours, finally 
finishing with a cruise which added to their enjoyment .They walked The Cinque Terre area in Italy through 
five towns perched on the water’s edge. On to beautiful Lake Maggiore also in Italy and a restful day. On 
the flight to Zagreb, Croation Air did lose their luggage, however,thankfully, it was returned to them at their 
hotel at 1.30am the next morning ! The Plitvice National park in Croatia was an outstanding sight with its 
eight emerald lakes flowing from one to the next by small and large waterfalls. Their boat cruise on the 
crystal clear waters of the Adriatic sea was most enjoyable and comfortable as the cruise boat although 
having the capacity for twenty four passengers, only eleven were on board -six Australians and five South 
Africans. They threw a coin over their shoulders into the Trevi Fountain and the magic worked as they did 
return to Rome on three occasions- much hotter on each visit.. They were amazed at the Ancient Areas of 
Rome A great trip, David and Joan.Where to next?    
 
Women in Membership.The induction of new member Hannah Gordon last Monday evening gave cause 
for reflection on the real contribution women have made through membership of our club. Helen Shaw 
,inducted in July 1993,was our first female member and since that time has been followed by  thirteen others 
including Katrina Scott tonight. Two are Past Presidents Ava Emdin and Monica Saville. Monica  is District 
Governor having made an outstanding contribution to the work of Rotary since her induction September 20 
1993.Two are present Directors ,Olga Scaramuzzi and Anne Bryce. Others have made their presence felt in 
programs for which they have been responsible. 
All have been and are worthy Rotarians. Rotary and the Community has certainly benefited from their 
dedication and competency in all that they have undertaken. 
 
Draining Times.As announced by President Elect Roger last meeting PP Ross Hinton’s mother Jean is not 
at all well. Older hands in the club will recall  the enjoyable times we had during Ron Hinton’s(Ross’s Dad) 
long membership and his Presidency  during Rotary Year 1989/90. Jean played an important role and 
contributed greatly to the life of our club during those days. Jean has been in the San and now at the Poplars 
with serious problems and we extend to Jean our warmest thoughts and hopes for improvement and to PP 
Ross and PP Ron as they seek care for Jean in the days ahead.  
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A Thought for Living .  
Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do that, but the really great 
make you feel that you, too, can become great. Mark Twain   
 
Anniversaries and Birthdays 
No Anniversaries this week 
 
Birthdays    Ken Owler       July 27 
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