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Thank you to all who helped on Sunday at the sausage sizzle. It 
went very well with virtually all of the 600 or so sausages sold. 
The drinks went even quicker. The 20 doz. I bought were gone 
by early afternoon so thanks to Bruce, Nick and Kev who helped 
with top-ups. Thanks also to Peter for bringing the gear down in 
the morning and Graham O for picking it up in the afternoon. I 
look forward to seeing our profit for the day - it seems to be very 
good value for the man hours that are put in. We will be given 
another spot in the next 6 months hopefully.  

The next main event is Breakfast at Sirromet on Saturday 25th 
October at 8 am. The breakfast for members is in the private 
dining room and partners will be in the main restaurant. At about 
9.30 am we will have a bit of a tour and then Adam Chapman, 
the chief wine maker will join us at 10 to talk on the winery. We 
will be finished by 10.30 at the latest. Unfortunately Adam wasn't 
available until 10 am but I think it is good that we will have quite 
a bit of time at the meeting part to discuss issues and not be as 
rushed as our normal meetings. Cost for members will be about 
$ 32 - we will have a set breakfast. Partners will pay basically for 
what they order. I will need fairly accurate numbers this week 
please so please check with partners before Wednesday. 

On  Friday evening 2 weeks ago , we had a session of red wine 
and fine ideas re fund raising at my house. It was a good night 
and some excellent ideas came forward. Two in particular will be 
pursued in the near future . 

 Neville Blomeley 
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John 
  
We need to return to Brisbane this month and MiniWinnie's nose is well and truly pointed north 
east to Brisbane. At this stage we tend to think back over various aspects of the trip. I suppose the 
one you would find most interesting is the one most unusual and that probably comes as no 
surprise when I say it would be Coober Pedy. 

 Coober Pedy is of course unusual because it has many restaurants, B and B's, churches even a 
hotel and caravan park actually underground.  Above the ground the weather is either hot or cold, 
windy and dusty but at all times harsh. Prices of fuel, clothes and groceries are quite reasonable 
though. Whereas most other towns have wrecking yards of cars (for example Ron Wanless in 
Brisbane) the wrecking yards in Coober Pedy are for giant heavy duty mining machinery, graders 
and dozers etc.  The golf links are the only ones I know that do not contain a blade of grass. Even 
the greens are made of some sort of black asphalt (probably compliments of Boral). 

Some of the above ground buildings are quite modern eg Desert Cave Hotel/Motel.  As for the 
underground homes, some you would not know are there but for the whirly bird, TV antennae and 
maybe a solar panel sticking up out of the ground.  Often however, there is a car under a carport 
up near the roof.  I have seen all the great churches and cathedrals in the world but would say that 
the underground Catholic Church at Coober Pedy for its lighting, stillness, difference and intimacy 
is probably my favourite.  

Nearby are the Breakways – hills of colourful exposed sandstone outcrops overlooking a moon 
plain type desert. The beauty of Australia's deserts is perhaps one of the best kept secrets in 
Australian tourism and this fact is highlighted in the Breakways. Nearby also is our famous 
Dog/Dingo Fence, the longest of its kind in the world.(Approx  5000klms long)   

We had a good look at the place and spent a few days there. We ventured down a former working 
mine, visited the underground Orthodox Serbian Church with its statues carved into the face of its 
underground rock walls. Went to an underground home and had a lecture on what to look for 
when buying opals.  

Coober Pedy is surrounded by desert, in parts very much a stony desert. Generally our desert is 
nothing like the giant sand dunes of the Sahara that you see in Hollywood movies. It has 
vegetation of its own such as bluebush saltbush and occasionally some types of acacia. There is 
probably no greater evidence of Coober Pedy's siting in the desert than the scary sight of the local 
water bowser where you can fill up for $1.00 for 40 litres. Yes the water bowser is the same type 
and size that we use for pouring petrol. (Please ensure Mayor "Can-Do" does not receive a reading 
of this e-mail). 

 Most disconcerting feature of the town is the amount of security mesh/bars across windows and 
doors of above-ground buildings.  This practice obviously is a ploy to deter break-in attempts 
probably from local aboriginal community members who are quite prevalent  but also from those 
Caucasians who went there seeking some form of escape or riches and failed to make it. 
John this will probably be my final e-mail. I hope Royce has been able to generate some income 
for the Club from them. 

Looking forward to seeing you and all Club members shortly. 

Nev 
�
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