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Rotary International President Dong Kurn Lee stressed that a diverse 
Rotary is a strong Rotary during a visit to the Rotary Club of Chicago 
on 1 July. 

As part of a long-standing tradition for RI presidents, Lee addressed 
members of the Chicago club, the birthplace of Rotary, as one of his 
first official acts. He stressed the need to bring in new leadership to 
take over for the old as part of the 2008-09 RI theme, Make Dreams 
Real. 

"Every Rotarian that we bring into our clubs helps to Make Dreams 
Real," Lee said, to a packed second-floor room in the elegant Union 
League Club in downtown Chicago. "Every single one is another pair 
of hands, and another mind, and another heart to do Rotary’s work." 

Lee called on every district to increase membership by 10 percent and 
to add two clubs during this Rotary year. 

At the International Assembly in January, Lee unveiled the 2008-09 
theme and service emphases, urging Rotarians to become involved in 
clean water, literacy, and health and hunger projects aimed at reducing 
child mortality. He also encouraged them to contribute to Rotary’s 
US$100 Million Challenge to eradicate polio. 

"We will Make Dreams Real by giving children hope and a chance at a 
future," Lee said 
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