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	RAWCS Volunteer Team to Goldie College, Project 57/2007/08


	Team Members- Aspley Rotary Club

Team Leader              Vince Brooker
Building Supervisor   Don Bridgewater
Team Member           Robin Bechly
Team Member           Tony Chant
Team Member           Ron Day
Travel/Transport

Team departed Brisbane on 01/11/08 on Solomon Air, arriving Honiara 1.30pm local time. Took taxi to King Solomon Hotel for overnight. Rotary Club of Honiara rescheduled meeting so we as well as the Sarina team returning from Goldie College could attend.

Internal Travel & Accommodation at Goldie CollegeFlight 2 hrs late leaving Honiara. Arrived at Munda Airport - met by Staff from Goldie College and Ben, a local looking after RAMS Team. Ben took us to local jetty to a long narrow “tinnie” with a 40hp outboard provided by Rotary. Boat trip to Mbanga Island took 20 mins, arriving just before dark. Warmly welcomed by Staff and Students of Goldie College. Escorted to accommodation where a meal was cooked by local ladies. Accommodation - a small house with 2 bedrooms, a common room [no chairs] a small basic kitchen and a combined shower and toilet. Cold shower only. Laundry wash tub was outside. Beds were wooden platforms with 30mm thick air mattress, sheets and pillows. Refrigeration consisted of two very large Esky’s to be filled with ice as required.
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	The Building Program & Local Assistance

Building
The building we were to erect was part of a shipment of two Dormitories and three double classrooms packaged in PNG and sent to Goldie College Mbanga, but left on the waterfront. Our first task was to sort through the shipment and identify the materials for our project. After a few hrs we finally got to the work site.

Local Assistance

The College provided students to move the considerable quantity of materials ~ 400 mts to the work site. Students were detailed to move the materials on most days proving invaluable. During the afternoon of 3rd Nov 08 two locals arrived and explained that they were RARP (Recovery Action & Rehab Program) Infrastructure Officers from Gizo. They were sent to assist us and gain experience in building this type of classroom for the 150 others to be erected throughout the Solomon Islands
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	The Building Program & Local Assistance [cont]

Frank Sito &Wilson Dana from [ RARP] worked for a week (quite skilled). They returned to Gizo after enjoying a few beers at our house after work. A letter sent thanking RARP for their assistance .A typical work day was up at 5.30am, coffee and breakfast, cooked by Tony, usually eggs and baked beans, then at the work site by 6.30am.Lunch at 11.30am for 1 hr (often raining), finishing around 5.30pm.Sometimes with brief stops for rain. After a cold shower, our evening meal was ready and locals spent time with us until bedtime,- often quite early. The College Generator was turned on at 6.30pm and off at 10.00pm. The Classroom kits were generally accurate except for the roof truss packs. We had to modify the truss layout which delayed construction by a few hours. All the Kits had been lying at the waterfront for some months and in many instances were waterlogged making them difficult to cut.
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	The Building Program & Local Assistance [cont]

Work continued until Saturday evening between numerous periods of heavy rain. On Sunday we had a well earned rest and travelled by open boat to the small Island Resort of Lola. This was a welcome change, clean cold drinks, good food, and good weather. We spent 4 pleasant hours relaxing, calling home with good Mobile reception and interacting with some expat Australians and New Zealanders. We were given ~ 75kg of fish including a yellow fin Tuna (~ 20kg) to take back to Goldie College. We resumed our daily schedule on Monday 10th, Nov and during the morning two RARP Officers, Joseph and Willi arrived to assist. They both fitted in very well and were competent with most tasks. Finally had the roof on by Wednesday 12th, allowing the lining and other internal tasks to proceed.
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	Building Program & Completion

Thursday- building completed except for a few minor details. Don found a few extra! Thursday night -asked to join College Teachers & Staff for Dinner, speeches and presentations. Dinner - Long tables of food of every description inc. seafood, chicken & many unknown local dishes. Invited to start first which caused embarrassment as we are used to waiting for the ladies. After dinner 4 senior Staff members thanked us for our efforts causing us more embarrassment. Individually given a Lei & Stone Carving. A delightful evening finished with Maths Teacher Beryl singing. Friday - completed the few minor jobs on the building & gave the keys to Acting Principal Tito. Departed Mbanga by boat to Munda to catch the afternoon flight to Honiara. Hosted overnight by members of the Honiara Rotary Club on our return to Brisbane.
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	Food & Meals

Groceries, Ice, fruit & vegies -purchased by a Goldie College Teacher Maevelyn, who travelled to Noro by open boat.(The nearest village with grocery shops & market.) Took about 25 minutes. Meals were mostly rice with, chicken, crab, crayfish, tune or some beef, and on a couple of occasions sausages with vegies & fruit. Our meals were well cooked, prepared on time and nutritious, particularly considering the primitive kitchen. I cannot speak highly enough of the Goldie College Staff, from Acting Principal Tito, Maintenance chief Moses, and Maevelyn who organized the cooking roster, clothes washing She did a lot herself. We can all have pride in the Aspley Team [Dad’s Army] doing the job in the most trying of conditions. We arrived home in one piece, ……..and still on speaking terms!
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