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President’s Annual Report 

This has been an eventful year with some successes and some failures.  The club adopted the new committee structure which should be an improvement on the old structure but attendance at the Service Project Directors’ monthly meetings was limited so reporting had to be done by email, limiting the exchanges between Directors.  PE Neil Andrews kept the club running smoothly.  Vince Nielsen built a house and took on the task of Treasurer, converting our books to the Rotary CAS (Clubmate), a steep learning curve. Mary Williams put the club finances on a solid basis with a Golf Day and weekly sausage sizzles.   David Ashton took over as Secretary when Andrew du Boulay resigned.

Membership Director Reg Vaughan, assisted by Bob Doyle organised a Club in a Club campaign which was successful in providing names for future recruitment but failed to find any new members.  Six members were inducted during the year but five resigned.  .

Peter Gilbey organised the landscaping at TCLC, utilising a Simplified Grant from the District Designated Fund.  The Totem Toddler Trails Project, funded through a grant from Communities for Children, followed.  It involves Linda Ashton and the JCU Arts Department.   Ray Pendle replaced David Allan as Project chairman.

David Ashton assisted by Ray Pendle, Linda Ashton, the JCU Arts Department and a number of Rotarians, YEP scholars and Maria Soares from Dili, restored the Nativity Scene at the Good Shepherd Hospice.  We held a Vocational Visit to the Hospice.

Ambassadorial Scholar Brennan Arden, a great ambassador for Louisiana, Rotary and Public Health, departed in October after giving a piano recital.  His mum, Sylvia, made many friends during her short stay in Townsville.

Jan Johnson was active on the District YEP Committee and the organising committee for the Science and Engineering Challenge.  The Challenge involved a number of volunteers from the club. YEP scholar Paolina Varhen from Peru left in January, Florian Korte arrived from Germany in July and Renan Rodrigues arrived from Brazil in February.  Our NYSF candidate, Laurice Baxter, returned full of praise for the programme.  We are sponsoring Augustino Dominic at the School of St. Jude, Tanzania.

Mark Daniell kept us informed on what is going on in Rotary.  We sponsored Nicole Hayes, a member of the GSE Team to Florida and are sponsoring alternate Sloane Milner and team member Bronwyn Lyons in this year’s GSE Team to Ireland.  We are supporting a Matching Grant Project in Piracicaba, Brazil 

Ron Degenhart organised interesting programmes, including the outgoing and incoming Florida GSE Teams. The incoming team participated in the ANZAC Day Parade 

 Thanks for the great support and thanks for the memory of an interesting year.
Lead the Way

President Fred.Gillham 

Secretary's Annual Report

The attendance percentage for the Club for the 2006 - 2007 Rotary year was 64.09%, ranking us 24th. (out of 50 Clubs) in Dist 9550. Of the 50 clubs, only about 30 submitted all their monthly attendance reports.
Club Service (Neil Andrews)

Fellow members I tender my report for your consideration. By all accounts I believe the year has been a success from a Club Administration point of view. This has largely been due to the help provided by a number of people both within and outside the Club. My sincere thanks goes to those who have helped me keep things ticking along.

Spinifex: We have managed to produce 50 Editions of the Spinifex this year at a minimal cost to the Club but at maximum value to members. The Spinifex continues to be worthy source of Club and Rotary information for those who choose to read it. I extend my sincere thanks to Trish Harley who puts together and sends out the newsletter each week. The Club should be very grateful for the work Trish does, I certainly am. Thanks also to Steve McGuire for his weekly efforts in recording ‘Last Week in Review’ and to those Directors and other members who regularly make an effort to contribute.

Program: While we have had a few difficulties getting things in order over the last couple of weeks I think overall the program of Guest Speakers and activities has been worthwhile this year. Ron Degenhart has worked hard to ensure the program has been interesting and enjoyable. Unfortunately, we were not able to include a couple of the vocational visits we had planned but next year we may be more successful, particularly the Brewery.

Weekly Meetings: Arrangements for weekly meetings have in the most part come together. Bill Muguira deserves a big pat on the back for his help in ensuring everything is set up each week. A concerted effort was made to try and improve planning from an attendance point of view and I commend those of you who make an effort to help by extending apologies for non attendance. Special thanks to Mary Williams for her help in organising a number of activities and indeed covering off weekly attendance numbers so the catering we pay for would be something akin to how many meals were consumed. Special thanks also to Jacquie and Jo for their weekly catering support, without which each meeting would not be a success. Congratulations and thanks also to the German Club for their ongoing support of Mundingburra Rotary Club each week. The Joker Jackpot remains popular and fortunately remains a good sum to win (and will so remain while ever the joker remains out of the pack – only joking). We might have to change the Raffle noting how unpopular a bottle of white appears to be.

Sergeant: A good year for the Sergeant (except for Ron J many would say). Quite a few dollars raised and a few more laughs had at the expense of others. Thanks Bill and Ron J.

Relay For Life: Another successful event this year and I thank those members who took part. In conjunction with two teams from my work over $10,000 was raised which is a great outcome. Thanks again to all for your support. I trust I leave things in good stead for Brad to takeover next year.

Community Services (Peter Gilbey)

TCLC Walkway and Sensory Garden funded through a Simplified Grant: This work comprised the construction of a concrete walkway for access of TCLC students to a planted area at the rear of the school. The main features included provision of wheel chair access for disabled students and the conversion of grassed areas to planted mounds of native species acquired from the Greening Australia nursery at Pimlico and the installation of low volume irrigation sprays to replace the lawn watering system thereby minimizing water usage. The native plants were selected from local species of acacia, callistemon, paperbark and sheoak which were suited to access by the children without creating problems due to eating toxic plants/materials. The project was completed over a period of some six months by Mundingburra Rotary with support from local Businesses who assisted with the supply of materials including reinforcing steel and concrete. Townsville City Council also assisted with the supply of soil and mulch for the planting mounds. Special thanks to Vince Nielsen for the supply of men and machinery which minimized the labour component and Bill Muguira for the procurement of the necessary materials to keep the project within budget. For the future there are ongoing plans to add to the facility shelters and planting areas for edible fruits and vegetables. Maintenance of the gardens will be minimal and within the capacity of TCLC staff due to the placement of the mounds and plant species selected. Finally my thanks to Bill Barber, Bill Muguira, Cedric Schultz, Ian Weller and other members who regularly turned out to assist in the development of the project.

TTT (Toddler Totem Trails): In 2007 Mundingburra Rotary Club and JCU School of Education have again collaborated in the creation of another worthy community art project. Families from the suburbs of Vincent, Heatley and Gulliver are being supported in making personalised ceramic plaques for their 0-5 yr olds. These special clay mementos with names and birthdates recorded will be mounted on recycled wooden house stumps in three local parks. As well as celebrating the 400 toddlers, the installations will encourage families to visit their parks together, enjoy the fresh air and walk along paths to view their children's plaques. The project has been funded by Communities for Children, The Smith Family, Stronger Families and Good Beginnings Australia. Heatley Secondary College students have been invited to participate so that older children from participating families feel involved in and have some ownership of the final artwork.. The project is ongoing with the assistance of Life be In It to have the three sets of bollards in place by June 2008. Our special thanks to Linda Ashton and her students in the Art Department of the JCU School of Education, Vickie Johnson and Craig Fahey of Communities for Children and Ray Pendle who are driving the project, Kevin van Amstel, David Ashton, Fred and Janet Gillham and volunteers from Bendigo Bank and the Townsville Turf Club who helped with the registration of children and to Mary Williams and other Rotarians who have organised sausage sizzles for the plaque making events.

Vocational (David Ashton and Vicki Johnson) Nativity Scene Restoration: In August 2006, the Club received a request for assistance to restore the well-known Good Shepherd Nativity scene - a public art display for residents and the public each year and a Christmas landmark. Over time however, some items had become damaged and indeed, stolen. A call for help was made to Linda Ashton, School of Education, JCU. Work got underway in August and involved helpers from our Mundingburra Club, JCU education students and our 2006 Townsville YEP contingent. A number of pieces were completely remade and all others had to be structurally strengthened and painted with a durable finish. The dramatic new mock stained glass effect changed in style from the original version. Countless hours and many Saturdays were devoted to rebuilding of each item, but it is true to say that a very enjoyable time was had by all. The complete scene was placed in situ by November 30. Well done, Mundingburra.

Vocational Visits: The Club had a Vocational visit to the Hospice of the Good Shepherd for the turning on of the lights on the restored Nativity Scene and a Club Dinner meeting hosted by the Board and management of the Good Shepherd Hospice.

A planned Vocational Visit to the Australian Technical College was cancelled because it clashed with a visit by Prime Minister John Howard. 

TORGAS Award: Eric Lee was selected by the staff of TORGAS to receive the Pride in Workmanship Award. Eric has a fine work record and has also volunteered his help to the Townsville PCYC. He will participate in the RYLA Camp in October. 

International Service (Mark Daniell)

Matching Grants Project: During 2006-07 Marcos Molina the president of Rotary Club Piracicaba Luiz de Quieroz 2005-2006 proposed a matching grant project “to buy equipments and chemical products to a Chemical, physics and biology laboratory for a high school in our town. This school is the first step of a major project that involves psychology assistance for the community, architects benefits on its facilities among lots of necessities.” The RC of Piracicaba Luiz de Quieroz is the same Rotary Club which supported our Worm Farm Project. This became Matching Grant Project #62057 supported by the Rotary Club of Mundingburra for US$1000 and District 9550 DDF for US$1000 for school "João Conceição". This has been approved, processed by the Rotary Foundation Trustees and payment has been made to the Rotary Club in Piracicaba. 

Youth Exchange Program Recruitment: Information and offers of presentations was provided to both William Ross High School and Cathedral School for the 2008 Rotary Youth Exchange Program. William Ross declined a presentation and indicated there had been limited interest from students when preliminary information had been provided. A presentation was made to students at Cathedral School and 2005 Mundingburra RC exchange student Richard Daniell also spoke enthusiastically about his experiences on the program. One student applied but was not able to attend the interview. 
The Club was awarded the District 9550 Charles Butler International Service Trophy.for 2006-07. 
Youth (Jan Johnson)

The Rotary year began with our Club saying farewell to Pau, our exchange student from Peru. She was hosted by 3 families and although a quiet student overall, she had quite a sense of humour that came out when one spent time with Pau. Jan Johnson was Pau's counsellor. In July Flo arrived from Germany and has kept members on their toes with organising many outings/adventures for him to go on. From the outback to bull rides to sausage sizzles to Safari. Flo, I believe has enjoyed his time with Mundingburra RC and has stayed with 3 of our members. Ian Weller is Flo's counsellor. We now have Ren from Brazil to entertain - what else can be said? His happy disposition makes us all. Ren has also been on safari and has learnt from Flo all the tricks of the trade of being an exchange student- meaning how to enjoy one's life in another country. We are now looking forward to meeting a female from France. Recently some Club members of the GSE team from USA and all members had the opportunity to meet the team when they did a presentation at one of our meetings. The Americans were very interesting individuals and all enjoyed the visit. Mundingburra also had Laurice Baxter chosen from many applicants from the district to attend the Rio Tinto Science experience in Canberra. Laurice reported back to Club members on what a wonderful opportunity it was to have been selected and the experience gained from it. Eric Lee was selected by the staff of TORGAS to receive the Pride of Workmanship Award. Eric has a fine work record and has also volunteered has help to the Townsville PCYC. He will participate in the RYLA Camp in October. 
Finally I would like to say that assisting in the Youth programmes of Rotary is a great experience. Thank you to all members and wives who have hosted this past year. Please continue your support. Good Luck to the incoming Board for the new Rotary year. (Jan Johnson - Youth Director) As Director of Services, I would like to thank Jan and her supporters for their contributions to the Youth programmes. Bill Muguira. The club is sponsoring Augustino Dominic, a scholar at the School of St. Jude in Tanzania.

Rotary Foundation (Ray Hatton) I am happy to report that Mundingburra is one of the few Clubs in District 9550 to achieve its goal of $100 per head donation to the Rotary Foundation. The purchase by Club Members of foundation money boxes earlier in the year was very successful but the return of same is a little slow, so far there has only been four returned. We have now tracked our Shelter Box thanks to Pres Fred and are almost ready to purchase another. An Aquabox was sent to the Club by the Rotary Club of Eltham in Victoria for the promotion of this Rotary project. The Shelterbox held by RC Thuringowa Northern Beaches and the Aquabox were on display at the Centacare Mock Disaster Evacuation Centre at the SES Building, North Ward. The Shelterbox tent was erected and the contents set out on display. Both boxes aroused a great deal of interest from the volunteer victims and from the SES, Red Cross and Salvation Army volunteers. Aquaboxes could become a valuable addition to the equipment carried by Salvation Army and SES Emergency Vehicles. The Club received a banner recognising the achievement of $250 per head to the Australian Rotary Health Research Fund.

GSE Candidates: Nicole Hayes, was the candidate sponsored by the RC Mundingburra for the GSE Team that went to Florida. Bronwyn Lyons has been sponsored for the GSE Team to Ireland and Sloane Milner is an alternate who will be sponsored if any team member drops out.

Director Service Projects (Vince Nielsen)

House Project Annual Report: Bloody Rain, No holiday. Garage floor epoxy completed last Friday, looks good. Reg the painter will have to do some small repairs on his return. The year has been taken up with the project coming to a close in the near future. I have enjoyed the experience for the major part of the project and appreciated the assistance from a variety of people and companies. I take this opportunity to thank the flowing:- David Scarisbrick of (Townsville Aktiengesellschaft) Land Owners, Parkside Developments, Wilson Ryan Grose, Bootle Timber, Hinspeters Cranes, BM Webb, Craig Stocks Electrical and Gough Plastics for their contribution to the project which in each case was considerable. There was many other helpers which are too numerous to mention in this report. Maybe there will be another opportunity to do another house project next financial year after we see what the results from this exercise bring. 
Membership (Bob Doyle On behalf of Reg Vaughan Membership Director) 
We started the year with 38 members and with the induction of Vicki Johnson on July 13th 2006, Gil Napper on August 25th 2006, David Allan and Greg Skennerton on November 23rd 2006 and Chris Smith and Justine de Boom on December 8th 2006 the Club numbers reached 44. Alan Rhode resigned on August 9th 2006, Andrew du Boulay on January 17th 2007, Chris Smith on February 28th 2007, Vicki Johnson on May 22nd 2007 and Kevin Van Amstel on June 21st 2007.

We had a couple of membership information nights through the year with the culmination of a Membership Drive Night to which we invited 71 potential members. Of the 25 responses, five accepted the invitation to attend, eleven indicated that they may be interested in joining later and 10 were not interested. Three of the five acceptances attended the meeting but none accepted our invitation to join the Club. However, we have a number of potential members we can approach in 2007-08.

There could be additional end of year attrition, ending up with negative growth for the year. Where did we go wrong? Some attrition is inevitable. Andrew re-located to Taiwan and Alan had lectures on Thursday evenings. We succeeded in inducting six new members but failed in membership retention. 

This should start with orientation of the potential member and their spouse (partner) before and continue after induction. 

Existing members need to make the new member feel welcome and part of the Club by getting them involved in Club activities. RI is addressing the issue of extended work hours preventing members from getting to meetings by reducing the attendance requirement from 60% to 50% but it may be necessary for the Club to consider changing the meeting time, possibly the meeting day and holding regular breakfast meetings. All options need to be considered by the incoming board if PE Neil is to achieve his target of 50 members by the 50th anniversary. It is achievable. 

Fundraising (Mary Williams)

Fundraising 2006/07: Charity Golf Day Townsville Golf Club $6,871.39, Sausage Sizzles November $900.00 Maria Dilli Club, December $1,703.00 Endeavour. Then we started the weekly Thursday and Friday ‘Sizzling’ at Bunnings. We have partnered with the following groups: Girl Guides, Legacy, TRCOTA, Inner Wheel, Townsville South State School, German Australia Club, Kelso State School, Mission to Seamen, Relay for Life Team, Colin Abbey Disabled Athlete, Neil Andrews Army Relay for Life Team, Holy Spirit Catholic School Fete Appeal. We have to date handed out cheques to the value of $17,685.00. Thank you to the many who has assisted in these events and a special thanks to the regular Thursday and Friday ‘sizzlers’.

